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Did ’59 Bring You The Car You Asked For? 






what About the ’59 Cars? 





















New Automotive X-Ray 
Compares All Leading 1959 Low-Priced Cars! 


Before you buy any new car, you'll want the the new cars that presents the facts in clear, 
straight facts on quality, features, economy, easy-to-read, easy-to-understand fashion. 


performance, room and comfort. 

Within the pages of the 1959 edition of the 
popular AUTOMOTIVE X-RAY you’ll find 
the answers. The X-Ray gets beneath the 
skin of each car . . . analyzes them side-by- 
side to show you what you get for your motor 


car dollar. Here is a revealing comparison of 


All information is derived from automotive 
engineering publications and from the official 
literature of car makers. 

Save time... save money when buying a 
new car. Go first to your nearby Rambler 
dealer for your FREE copy of the authorita- 
tive 1959 AUTOMOTIVE X-RAY. 











Has 1959 brought you the car you 
want? Contrary to the expressed 
wishes of most car buyers, most 
American cars have grown bigger, 
bulkier, more expensive to oper- 
ate. Rambler has held the line on 
size in ’59 .. . further improved 
economy and comfort. Get all the 
facts in the 1959 AUTOMO- 
TIVE X-RAY. 





1959 RAMBLER 4-DOOR SEDAN 


See Your Nearby RAMBLER Dealer | 
For Your Free Copy of The 1959 Automotive X-Ray 


Get It Today... No Obligation! 
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MAY 24 1959 


in the Revell-Motor Trend 
“Project Ideas” contest 


st PRIZE: Esther Williams’ revolu- 
tionary new 16’ x 32’ “Living Pool” 
a fully-equipped permanent pool that 
can be easily expanded to grow with 
the family and can even be moved to 
your new home! Built-in safety 
fence locks automatically. 








2nd PRIZE: A week for two at the 





this Esther Willia 
with your new idea in 


CAR 
CUSTOMIZING 


fabulous Marriott Motor Hotel in 
Washington, D.C., including air 
transportation and tours of the na- 
tion’s capital ! 


tetime oma 
3 rd PRIZE: Lifetime 
supply of brake linings CENTERS 


installed (one set a year) from Na- 
tionwide Safti-Brake Centers! 


EASY TO ENTER! HERE’S HOW: 

Using any of Revell’s new car cus- 
tomizing kits (or group of kits), 
build a model to your own custom 
plans...or draw a sketch of your 
original automotive design...or 
photograph an actual car you’ve de- 
signed or customized. Your ideas may 
be for a complete car or for a single 
design feature. Send your entry, 
along with your name, address and 





it 


age, to the Revell-Motor Trend ‘“Proj- 
ect Ideas” Contest, Post Office Box 
272, Venice, California. You may 
enter as many times as you like. 


YOU CAN WIN EVERY MONTH! 
Special monthly prizes will go to win- 
ners in three classes: Senior De- 
signer, open to all entrants; Junior 
Designer, entrants aged 19 or under; 
Apprentice Designer, aged 13 or un- 
der. Contest closes Dec. 31, 1959. 


Official entry blank and contest 
rules are in every Revell car customiz- 
ing kit. Enter today — your idea may 
put an Esther 


Williams “Living R 
Pool” in your evell 


Aly thentic Kits 


own backyard! 
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GERMAN MADE 


Germany's popular precision-built car, Opel offers refinements 
unique in a car priced as low as this one. It’s a practical family- 


size, economical small car import with American big-car ideas. 


AMERICAN STYLE 


You'll be amazed that any small car import could let you enjoy so 
much roominess, so much space to store things, so much big- 
car feel. Get Opel’s illustrated brochure at your Buick Dealer’s. 


SP a SE RT ge 


THIS IS OPEL 


Small car gas economy. Seats 4-5... over 12 cu. ft. luggage space. 
56 horsepower, 4-cyl. engine. 174 in. long, a , over 5 feet wide. 
Opel Rekord 2-door sedan, MANUFACTURER'S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE 


$1987.50 P.O.E. New York*. Also available: Caravan station wagon. 


THE BIG SMALL CAR BUILT IN GERMANY BY GENERAL MOTORS + SOLD AND SERVICED BY BUICK DEALERS 


*Including heater, defroster turn indicators, delivery, handling, Fed. excise taxes. Transporta- 
tion charges, state, local taxes, accessories and opt. equipment inc. whitewall tires additional. 
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Final preparations are 
made on the Dodge and 
Mercury, while the Pon- 
tiac is all set to go on 
the three-way compari- 
son test. The setting is 
Riverside International 
Raceway. Ektachrome 
photo is by Bob D’Olivo. 
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MASTER ALL ENGINES 


AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME 
Wile), 7.) Gye, [ele] B. 
AUTO MECHANICS ‘ours: 


COURSE 
INCLUDING FUEL INJECTION 


“I've worked alongside National Schools-trained me- 
chanics,” reports Sam Hanks. “They're tops, because 
they get all-around training, and they know how to 
repair fast and right the first time. No wonder Na- 
tional Schools graduates command top pay. 


YOU GET AND KEEP ALL THIS EQUIPMENT 


Complete set of profes- 
sional tools and Aill- 
Metal Tool Box. Same 
top-quality equipment 
used by expert me- 
chanics everywhere. Use 
them, display them 
proudly. 








“Motor Analyzing Set'’ 
contains Standard En- 
gine Vacuum Fuel Pump 
Tester, Remote Starter 
Switch, Modern Timing 
Light, Standard Compres- 
sion Tester. Plus com- 
pact carrying case & 
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instructions. 








Top - quality Socket 
Wrench with Fittings. 
Real professional tools 
you'll use during your 
lifetime career in repair- 
ing all types of engines, 
from foreign cars to big 
diesel jobs. 





[—s 
COURSE COVERS: all engines, fuel injection, automatic 


transmissions, overhauling, customizing, servicing 
and maintenance. 


PREPARES YOU FOR: auto mechanic jobs, airplane me- 
chanics, farm machinery repair, all diesel jobs, ex- 
perimental labs, government work, engine specialist 
and all-around mechanic. 











Earn as you learn men! We'll show you how. Stream- 
lined lessons, diagrams, manuals, latest equipment, 
practical methods prepare you for hundreds of jobs 
in scores of industries. Free Placement Assistance 










FREE! 
VALUABLE BOOK 
& SAMPLE LESSON 

JUST SEND COUPON 


RESIDENT TRAINING AT LOS 
ANGELES! If you wish to take 
Resident Training at Los An- 
geles, in our big, modern Shops 


& Labs, check special box in 
coupon for full information. 


APPROVED FOR GI TRAINING 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


los Angeles 37, California 


















NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 


| MAIL NOW TO NATIONAL SCHOOLS ! 
Dept. DW-39, 4000 S. Figueroa st.  f 
t Los Angeles 37, Calif. 





i Send for FREE Auto Diese! Opportumity Book and Sample Lesson 


NAME AGE 





ADDRESS 
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i [ ] Check if wnterested ONLY m Resident Schoo! Traming at Los Angeles 
| VETERANS Give date of discharge 
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FLet’s face it, mist 


YOU'VE 
GOT 
TROUBLE ! 


Spots under your car on 
your garage floor can mean 
the seals in your automatic 

transmission are drying up and 
the transmission fluid is 
leaking out. Real trouble. 

A repair bill up to $150. 


The guaranteed way to stop 
leaks and rough shifting in 
automatic transmissions is with 
Wynn’s Friction Proofing 

for Automatic Transmission 
and Wynn’s Motor Cleaner. 
Your local service station, 
garage or new car dealer will 
give your car this guaranteed 
Wynn’s Friction Proofing 
treatment in a matter of 
minutes. If the leak doesn’t 
stop within a hundred miles 
it costs you nothing! 


Wise available in Canada and everywhere in the free world. 


MEMO FROM THE EDITOR 





T A TIME WHEN Detroit manufacturers are warily watching new car 
A sales figures, an announcement like the one made by Hertz president 
Jacobs could really put them on a milk-toast diet. The president of the 
country’s largest car rental organization (they handle 35,000 trucks and 
cars of all kinds) envisions this tor the future city dweller: 

‘A 200-unit apartment house with 800 occupants. As part of the 
apartment lease, the tenants have the use of any one of the 100 cars in 
the building’s garage. When dad goes to the club he calls down for an 
Imperial. When mother goes shopping she calls down to reserve a Chevy. 
And when Junior goes out on a date, he makes sure he gets a convertible.” 

Mr. Jacobs bases his reasoning on the fact that “the city driver’s car is 
idle 95 per cent of the time, while it’s incurring depreciation costs, and the 
costs of insurance, licensing, storage and interest investment.” He also 
declared that ". . . the era of the automobile as a symbol of social position, 
wealth or prestige is vanishing.” “The family car,’ he added, “is on the 
way out.” 

Sobering thoughts, indted. 


THERE’S A QUESTION as to whether or not the “experts” really know what 
causes traffic accidents. They seem to know the “who, what, when and 
where,” but do they know the “why?” 

To rectify this, a team of scientists at Northwestern University’s Traffic 
Institute is making a study of the human causes like the following: 

1. The real significance of emotional instability and recklessness in 
traffic accidents. 

2. The specific effect of alcohol on drivers, especially when less than 
an intoxicating amount is taken into the blood. 

3. The exact relationship of the vehicle’s rate of speed to the time 
needed for a driver to recognize dangerous situations and to take evasive 
action. 

i. To what extent accidents are caused by specific vision deficiencies 
or other physical defects. 

5. The real reasons for inattention of various kinds in solving the 
probléms presented by modern traffic situations. 

This long-range project, promoted and financed by the U.S. Bureau of 
Public Roads, the U.S. Public Health Service and the Automotive Safety 
Foundation, is actually a “pilot study.”” According to Ray Ashworth, Director 
of the Traffic Institute, the pilot phase will take three years of full-time 
study. “From this,’ Ashworth says, “will come valuable new data on 
accidents, as well as new concepts and techniques of collecting data.” 

Five or more additional years may be needed to get the final answers, 
with the ultimate goal being to simplify and standardize accident investiga- 
tions. However long it may take, we should find out the reasons behind 
every accident. It would be invaluable to automotive and traffic engineers, 
highway designers, public officials and safety organizations—to say nothing 
of us motorists. 


DRAMATIC PROOF OF THE CONTRIBUTION that the automotive industry 
has made to the nation’s growth is shown graphically in the new edition of 
Automobile Pacts and Figures, a pamphlet issued by the Automobile 
Manufacturers Association in Detroit. For example: 

Nationwide registrations of all motor vehicles have increased more than 
53 per cent in the past 10 years—climbing from 44.6 million in 1949 
to an estimated 68.5 million today. . . 

Nearly three-quarters of all U.S. households have at least one automobile, 
and one out of every eight families has two or more cars... . 

Of all inter-city travel, 88 per cent was done by cars... . 

Other interesting facts: 

Eight states have half of all passenger car registrations in the U.S. 
California leads the nation, followed by New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Texas, Illinois, Michigan and New Jersey... . 

Over 79 million licensed drivers drive an average of 8070 miles 
annually for a record total of 643 billion miles... . 

Almost three out of every four new cars sold in 1958 were for replace- 
ment of the over four million used cars scrapped last year... . 

If you ask us, if a few more of the cars we've seen on the highways 
were scrapped, things would be a lot safer for all of us. 

Kea Wine 


WYNN OIL CO. + 1151 W. FIFTH ST., AZUSA, CALIF. 
@ MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1959 
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Ever wanted to design your own car? Chevrolet lets you come awfully close—with a choice 
of nine engines, five transmissions, two suspension systems, regular or Positraction rear 
axles, special cams, solid or hydraulic valve lifters, two air conditioning systems, even Fuel 
Injection. You name it, chances are Chevy has it. Here’s an example of what we mean: 


“T ‘built’ my Chevy to handle like 


a sports car... for five 


“Take a young architect (that’s me) 
with a Corvette appetite, a one-car 
budget and a family of wife, three 
kids and a puppy, and you’ve got 


frustration. 


“That is, you did—until Chevy 
came out with that terrific four-speed 
floor-shift gearbox.* The minute I 
heard that, I knew Chevy had given 
me the makings of a family sports 
car that would be the greatest! 

‘“‘Here’s how I ‘designed’ the 
sweetest handling five-seater that 
ever came down the pike: First, an 
Impala two-door sport coupe. Then 
the 290-h.p. Fuel Injection V8* and, 
buttoned on right behind it, that 


)? 





great four-speed box. (That’s the 
Corvette transmission, you know, 
with synchro on all four gears and 
that solid, direct floor shift.) The 
driveline ends up with Chevy’s 
limited-slip Positraction* rear axle to 
give me real glued-to-the-road trac- 
tion on gravel, mud or whatever. 
“Seat belts, of course, and those 
optional 8.00 x 14 tires. But I wouldn’t 
add a thing to Chevy’s ‘open air’ 
visibility, or the genuine road car 


feeling of Chevy’s Full Coil suspen- 
sion and Ball-Race steering. I’ve let 
a lot of my sports car friends drive 
the Impala and you ought to see the 
look on their faces after a couple of 
blocks. Man, I never thought a family 
ear could feel like this!” 

Maybe you never thought about 
it this way, but here’s a car that you 
really can tailor to your measure. 
Why don’t you sit down now and 
make an outline of what your “‘ideal”’ 
car would be like—we’ll bet there’s 
a Chevy that fits your list of speci- 
fications like a glove! . . . Chevrolet 
Division of General Motors, Detroit 
2, Michigan. *Optional at extra cost. 
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LET CAR EXPERTS 





QUICKLY-- EASILY--RIGHT! 
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UPPOSE you had 

an automobile 
factory engineer 
standing right be- 
side you, guiding 
your hands through 
every step of even 
the toughest car re- 
pair jobs! Think 
how you would “whiz 
through” every job! No 
wonder 3,000,000 MO- 
TOR’S Auto Manuals 


MoToR’S 


AUTO 
REPAIR 


MANUAL 


wonder so many thou- 
sands of beginners 
and expert mechanics 
alike use th’s guide. 
It shows you, in step- 
by-step words and pic- 
tures, how to fix ANY 
part of ANY car listed 
1952 through 1959! 
No guesswork! MO- 
TOR’S Manual leads 
you through entire 
job with easy step-by- 
step directions, clear 
“how-to pictures 
You CAN'T go wrong. 


1,120 Big 
ILLUSTRATED Pages 


Over 600 Models— 
ALL THESE MAKES 
1952 thru 1959 


Buick imperial 
Cadiliac Jeep 
Chevrolet Lincoln 
Chrysler Mercury 


Clipper Nash 
Conti Oldsmobile NEW, REVISED EN- 
mental Packard LARGED Edition con 

De Soto Plymouth < rv bre c+ an 
atne Pontiac tains the ‘‘meat from 
Edsel Rambler over 176 OP FICTAL 
Ford Thunder shop manuais simplified 
Studebaker bird for YOU in 1,120 bi 
Hudson Willys ? o 


pages. Over 23,000 





essentia pecifications 

Same FREE Offer 2.906 ‘‘this-is-how’ 

On MOTOR’S Truck picture 5 ) ser- 
Repair Manual vice and repair facts 
Covers EVERY job on Leads bexsinners every 
EVERY popular make step of the way. lime- 
gasoline and Diesel saving factory repair 
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procedures for experts 
Used by US Army 
and Navy 

Try It FREE 


SEND NO MONEY! 






Unless delighted, re- 
' turn book in 7 day 
ind pay nothing. Mail coupon to MOTOR Book Dept 
Desk 9503. 250 W. 55th St., N.Y¥.C. 19 


MAIL COUPON NOW FOR 7-DAY FREE TRIAL 


(Attach to postcard if more convenient) 


MOTOR BOOK DEPT. 
Desk 9503, 250 W. 55th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Rush to me at once (check box opposite book you 
“y"moror S New AUTO REPAIR MANUAL. If O.K., 

Ll will re t 2 in 7 fa s ” 2 
onths and ¢ 




















>it 2 7 days; $2. monthly fe 2 

final payment of S195 (plus 
livery harge one month afte hat. Othe 1 
will return the book postpaid in 7 day (Foreign 
price, remit $10 cash with order.) 

ii remit $3 in 7 day 

o . vu t 
ment Otherwise I will return book postpaid in 
lays. (Foreign price, remit $11 cash with order.) 


ie 


> ck 
wise 


O.K., 
or 3 


} MOTOR’'S New TRUCK REPAIR MANUAL. If 
Ji 7 days, and $2 monthly f 
nths plus 35 delivery ct 


Print Name..... . Age 


Address 
City . 
and Zone . RBC aceesgeeccccsseve 
} Check box and save 35c delivery charge b en- 
LJ closing WITH coupen in envelope entire payment 1 
of $7.95 for Aut epair Manual ‘or $9 for Truc 
Repair Manual Same return-refund privilege 
lanl eenllienendieeaeetieesiesalieeeianel 
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WORST BUY OF YEA? 
Gentlemen: 


In my opinion, tne 1959 Chevrolet is the 
worst buy of the low-priced three. 

Ford has created a conservative, crisply- 
styled car—a design that will never really 
become outdated. Plymouth, who developed 
an excellent design in 1957 which carried 
through ‘58, has, with some styling improve- 
ments, kept this design. 

Chevrolet's styling, as opposed to Ford's 
and Plymouth’s, is fantastic. It has a sharp, 
scintillating look and will probably be the 
year's eye-catcher. But there's the rub—+his 
year’s eye-catcher. A design such as Chevro- 
let’s cannot stay in style. 

Ford and Plymouth, by keeping yearly 
changes to a minimum, give their new car 
buyers the feeling that their automobiles will 
not be obsolete in styling when next year's 
models appear. 

I select Ford as the best buy, with Plym- 
outh a close second. 


Ray Bishop Perkasie, Pa. 


‘TAINT SO! 
Dear Sir 


1 would like to comment on P. A. 
Schlueter’s letter in a recent issue of MT, 
in which he says that all the people in 
Curope who can afford an American car have 
them! This is rather a sweeping statement, 
nd whilst pride in one’s country is a good 
thing, I think Mr. Schlueter has gone too far. 

The cheapest Chevrolet here in Britain is 
£2000 (approximately $5600). For this cut- 
lay a Rover three-liter with automatic trans- 
mission can be bought. This car would be 
more suitable for our roads and represents 
craftsmanship throughout. 

There are many other cars available here 
costing more than imported American cars— 
and just as large and luxurious — which 





would have no market in this country if 
your correspondent’s letter were correct. 
David K. Richardson London, England 


SECOND TO NONE 
Dear Editor: 

It seems that everybody wants to complain 
about the American automobiles that are 
being built these days. 

I must admit that, sure, prices are high, 
quality is at times very uncertain—but in 
the overall picture our products are second 
to none in the whole world. (Why do the 
imports copy our designs? ) 

Dollar for dollar our cars give the con- 
sumer so much more for his money that it 
is ridiculous to place the imports in the same 
league. Your article, “Plymouth vs Lago 
America” (January MT), proves the point 
even more. 
L. A. Brown Guelph, Ont., Canada 


“EASY AS PIE” 


Gentlemen: 

An old pie tin serves as a tip-proof tray 
when you are working under the hood o 
the car. Bolt the tin to a spare radiator cap. 
When ready to work take off the regular 
cap, screw on the one with the tray. It will 
hold all your small tools, nuts, bolts, etc., 
so none are mislaid or lost. 

C. L. Dahlstrom Miami Springs, Fla. 


HARD TO PLEASE 
Dear Editor: 

] have some comments to make on those 
letters in your January issu2 which really 
blasted the Detroit automobiles. 

As for the use of too much chrome on the 
59s—I want to compliment Detroit on their 
fine use of chrome, especially on the GM 
products. Style-wise they far outshine the 
foreign models. 





PLYMOUTH “300” 
Gentlemen 
Here is a sketch of mine trarisforming a 


58 Plymouth hardtop into a Plymouth 300 


The transformation is accomplished by the 
use of a Studebaker Hawk grille turned 
upside-down, plus additional metal work. 
Warren Hoftman 


Liverpool, N Y. 
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If they want economy, easy parking, there's 
ilways the Lark or the Rambier. 
tc Clark Weigel Camp Pendleton, Calif. 


HORRIFYING TREND 
Gentlemen: 

In terms of mechanical excellence, reli- 
ibility and performance, it is my considered 
pinion that the American automobile can- 
10t be equalled for use on the North 
{merican continent. 

However, when I look at the trend which 
has been developing in the American auto- 
nobile since 1956, I become very puzzled, 
not to say depressed. Whilst all cars seem 
to progress mechanically with better brakes, 
etter steering, better suspension systems and 
nany other improving characteristics, it 
eems to me that we are going backwards in 
body styling, and above all, in interior 
mfort and finish. 

I suppose it is useless to resist the modern 
trend towards the space-ship type of styling, 
and I guess I could learn to live with this 
if | had to. What I object to most strongly 
is this appalling deterioration in detail finish 
and interior comfort. Except for the really 
high-priced machines, such as Cadillac, Lin- 
coln, Imperial, there is not a row of pins to 
choose between any of the rest where interior 
comfort and detailed finish are concerned. 

The British car does not appeal to me in 
terms of driving comfort and performance, 
but oh, how I wish one of the Big Three 
would take a leaf out of the book of, for 

example, Jaguar or Rover on interior finish, 
comfort and luxury! 


Henry de Solla Don Mills, Ont., Canada 


SOLUTION: BUTTERFLY DOORS 
Dear Editor: 

The picture of your technical editor exiting 
the 59 Plymouth on page 75, January MT, 
is the most convincing argument in favor of 
butterfly doors a la Mercedes—swivel seats 
or not. A butterfly-type door would have 
cleared the adjacent car and exit/entrance 
would not have been impeded. 

John Maruska, Jr. Arlington, Tex. 


UNJUST ACCUSATION 
Dear Sir: 

Your only reference to a 300-E in your 
January “all-cars” issue is on page 32—and 
that only in passing. You also classify this 
as a family car. If it is—Frank Sinatra is 
a family man. 

If this car were built in Europe and had 
a $10,000 price tag, you would devote five 
pages to it. 

Stop selling American cars short 

buys your magazine—Europeans? 
J. A. Raphael Neponsit, N. Y. 
You accuse us unjustly. The Chrysler 300-E 
has been selected as one of the best-looking 
cars of the year (page 44). A driving impres 
sion also appears on page 58.—Ed 


Who 


NO FRICTION 
Dear Mr. Woron: 

Your article on the John Green Corp. 
(page 94, December MT) is a real success 
story, and we are very proud of their 
achievements. 


One of the contributing factors to our | 


increased volume is our merchandising 
arrangement with Peugeot. You may be sure 
that any friction between our companies 
would retard our progress and work to the 
disadvantage of both of us. I am very glad 
that there is no friction, and I am certain 
you will understand my surprise at the men- 
tion of such in the article. 

Robert E. Valode 


Renault, Inc. New York 





NEW 


ignition analyzer kit 


half the price 


of comparable 


MODEL IA-1 


$5995 


SHPG. WT. 20 LBS 


* easy to build 


* locates ignition trouble 


* shows adjustments necessary for peak 


performance 


Here is a professional type ignition analyzer in ‘‘do-it-yourself'’ kit form to 
make your engine service and adjustment work easier. You can do a better 
job—and do it faster, with this new service tool. Quickly connects to engine 
to show complete wave cycle of ignition system and reveal troubles in plugs, 
coil, distributor, condenser, points, timing, etc. Comparable to units selling 
for more than twice the price. No electronic experience required for success- 
ful construction. Kit includes all parts, step-by-step instructions, and large 





FREE 1958 CATALOG 


Write for } 
free catalog 
describing this 
and many other 


“do-it-yourself” 


Heathkits 


pictorial diagrams. Send for details—or order your ignition analyzer now! 


HEATH COMPANY e BENTON HARBOR !9, MICH. 


lj 
| a sapeidiary of Daystrom, inc. 
L 
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by Bill Callahan Detroit Editor THE RANCHERO came from Ford Engi- 
neering in Dearborn. It .was powered 
HEN FOMOCO’S HIGHLY STYLIZED, by a 352-cubic-inch V8 with a com- 
high-performance Ranchero pickup pression ratio of 9.6 to 1. Equipped 
proved a popular choice among truck with a four-barrel carburetor it de- 
purchasers it was a foregone conclusion veloped 300 hp at 4600 rpm and 380 
that Chevrolet would not be far behind. pounds-feet of torque at 2800 rpm. 
Chevy's answer for 1959 is the El Transmission was a dual-range Cruise- 
Camino—a name inscribed in glamor- O-Matic and the rear axle ratio 2.69 
ous script on a practical pickup that to 1. Power steering and power brakes 
sports all the high styling of the Chevy were used. Both trucks were rolling on 
passenger car line. 8.00 x 14 tres. 


MOTOR TREND was interested to know FIRST TEST STEP was to check speedometer 
just how this new unit by Chevy accuracy. The Ranchero was badly off. 
stacked up with the Ford offering in At true 30 the speedo read 34, at true 
the same category. Red underwear 45 it read 53, at true 50 it showed 58 
weather that ensconced itself over the and at true 60 it read 69. The El 
lower peninsula of Michigan, coating Camino was much more consistent, read- 

Cabs of El Camino, above, and Ranchero, roadways with snow and ice, particularly ing 32 at true 30, 47 at true 45, 52 
below, offer comfort, plush appointments. in the by-lanes where this type of ve- at true 50 and 62 at true 60. 
hicle should prove most acceptable, 
precluded any bonafide road test. How- WEIGHING PERFORMANCE against these 
ever, we were able to check out a driver corrected readings the two cars checked 
reaction to both units. out surprisingly close. The El Camino 
was considerably more agile in the zero 

THE EL CAMINO came from Chevrolet to 60 runs, turning in low average of 
Engineering at the GM Tech Center. 9.3 seconds against the Ranchero’s 
It was powered by a 283-cubic-inch 10.9. In the zero to 45 range, the EI 
V8 with a compression ratio of 9.5 to 1 Camino averaged 6.6 seconds, the 
which with a four-barrel carburetor de- Ranchero 7.2. In both cases the averages 
velops 230 hp at 4800 rpm and 300 were based on the best four out of 
pounds-feet of torque at 3000 rpm. eight or more runs. 

The odometer read 1529.5 which meant 

the job could be driven at speed without IN PASSING SPEEDS the El Camino also 
worry. The transmission was a single is a little quicker in the 30 to 45 mph 
range Powerglide, and rear end ratio range, requiring only 3.9 _ seconds 
3.36 to 1. No power steering or power against the Ranchero’s 4.1. From 45 to 
brakes. 60 mph the El Camino needed only 





wet FT ne. = ™UDIIO) 


nace 


—_~ 


From rear both pickups resemble passenger cars. El Camino Front views are exactly as sedans. Ride, acceleration, brak- 
provides 33 cubic feet of storage and Ranchero has 27 feet. ing and handling are very much unlike conventional trucks. 
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3.9 seconds against the Ranchero’s 4.2. 
The Ranchero, however, topped the El 
Camino in the step-up from 50 to 80 
mph requiring only 11.2 seconds 
against the El Camino’s 12.1. This 
was due to the fact that the El Camino 
dropped out of the accelerating gear 
at about 63 mph while the Ranchero 
remained in kick-down gear up to 68 
mph. 















DRIVER REACTION is that both the El 
Camino and Ranchero handle like any- 
thing but trucks. While the El Camino 
leans quite a bit on hard cornering and 
has far too slow a steering ratio, it is 
stable and does follow the direction of 
the wheels. The Ranchero, with slightly 
faster steering is also a little flatter on 
sharp curves, but the inside rear wheel 
does lift under severe cornering condi- 
tions. Braking and steering, both power 
assisted on the Ranchero, naturally 
were easier than on the El Camino 
tested, which had no power assists for 
these functions. Stopping the El Camino 
without power brakes is no problem, 
but the steering is so slow that this 
might revive the ‘“necker’s knob” to 
assist in parking. 





SETTING UP REAR SPRINGING for com- 
bined “touring-trucks’” such as_ these 
two cars, which might run empty or 
overladen as much as 50 per cent, is a 
real problem for the engineer. Solution: 
a happy medium. The El Camino with 
its coil spring rear suspension gives a 
softer ride on washboard roads than 
the Ranchero with variable rate leaf 
springs. However, it had a lot more 
bounce and a rougher ride on really 
bumpy cross-country, off-pavement 
driving. Both cars were run unladen 
and would most certainly be quite 
different with their recommended 
maximum loads. With the type of 
springing and unladen weight distri- 
bution they have, bottoming could be 
expected if load recommendations were 
exceeded. 































CAB INTERIORS are as plush as the passen- 
ger car models—with attractive uphol- 
stery, comfortable seats and conven- 
iently located controls. Visibility is 
good in both. In this department again 
comparisons are close and the choice 
would be largely a matter of buyer 































Comparing the glamor pickups—Ford’s Ranchero and Chevy’s new El Camino 
- - - Rumor/facts about Ford’s small car for ‘59 still fly thick and fast .. . 


Chrysler pushes “aerial jeep research” ... DeSoto presents new idea car.. . 


Chevrolet's El Camino sports high styling of passenger car line, yet provides space 
for 1030-pound load. It should prove hot competitor to Ford's Ranchero during 1959. 


taste. Noise level in the Ranchero cab 
is considerably higher than in the El 
Camino but unless one looks into the 
rear view mirror, the illusion of driving 
a passenger car is complete. Here again 
the choice rests between whether you 
like quiet, quick performance, or a 
nice gutteral getaway. 


CARRYING CAPACITIES are about the same 
in the weight department but vary in 
volume of space. The Ranchero on a 
118-inch wheelbase provides about 27 
cubic feet of space in its seven-foot 
body with tailgate raised. Payload is 
put at 1100 pounds. The El Camino 
wheelbase is 119 inches, with body 
length at the floor 76.3 inches and 70.6 
inches at the top with tailgate closed 


(which provides 33 cubic feet of space ). 
Payload is placed at 1030 pounds. The 
El Camino is lower with a tailgate 
height of 25.3 inches against the Ran- 
chero’s 27 inches. Both pickups are 
available with either six- or eight-cylin- 
der engines. 
ROOM 138 in the Ford Styling Section 
at Dearborn, Mich. can be entered only 
by those who possess a key. Up to now 
members of this exclusive key club are 
limited to a very few of Ford’s 
top echelon, for this room houses 
FOMOCO’s bid for recognition in the 
“compact” car field when, as, and if 
that market develops to a point where 
it is considered worth bidding for. We 
continued 





MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1959 







































ee 

















SPOTLIGHT ON DETROIT 


continued 


have it on rather high authority that 
the smaller car will make its debut in 
the fall of 1959. But 
BUT—it is not impossible to pull the 


ind it’s a big 


rug from under the whole program, 
even though a rather firm decision may 
already have been reached to go ahead 
as of now. The next few months will 


tell the story 


THE BIG QUESTION IS: Would the entry 


of Ford, Chevy and Plymouth into the 
small-car market appreciably increase 
its scope, or is American Motors’ success 
based upon dividing up that share of 
the market that normally would go to 


A MAN IN THE 1960S has a good chance 


of copping a ride in a military aerial 
Jeep before living out his traditional 
three score years and ten. And, if for- 
tune smiles and his life span is con- 
tinued a few years beyond the tradition, 
he may even enjoy the pleasure of flit- 
ting about the country at treetop height 
in his privately owned tiymobile. That’s 
the gist of an optimistic paper pre- 
pared by John V. Gorton of Chrysler 
Corp.'s Defense Operations Division, 
and presented at the annual meeting 
of the Society of Automotive Engineers 
in Detroit January 12th to 16th. Some 
other researchers were not so optimistic. 


is supported solely by the down-thrust 
of one or more fans or propellers ro- 
tating in a horizontal plane are obvious. 
The purpose of the military aerial Jeep 
program is to develop an airborne ve- 
hicic “intended to fly slowly, near the 
ground, among trees and buildings and 
to hover in close proximity to ground 
personnel.” The mission of the aerial 
Jeep would be to operate in areas and 
under conditions in which the use of 
the already proved helicopter would be 
impractical and hazardous. Once such 
a vehicle has been perfected, its appli- 
cation for civilian use would be just 
another step. 











Chrysler's twin-rotor, ducted-fan aerial Jeep may be able to 
overcome pitch, roll and yau’ via a series of controllable vanes. 


independents among fewer brand 
names? These questions still bother 
those who have to make the million- 
dollar decision to bring, or not to bring 


out a cOmpact Car 


EXCEPT FOR FOUR WHEELS on the ground, 


we are assured that the new small Ford 
bears little or no resemblance to fea- 
tured artists’ conceptions of it. It will 
be a six with possible optional power- 


plants. It will be smaller overall, but 


with ample interior room and com- 
fortable seating. It will offer high 
economy of operation. It will have 
“conservative good looks” with a con- 
siderable departure from the general 
George Walker concept of styling, 
although he is directing it. It will not be 
a rehashed T-Bird-Ford-Mercury motif. 
That is, if the present decision to pro- 
duce it is not countermanded later. 
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AS EARLY AS 1955 Chrysler felt there 


was need for a military vehicle pos- 
sessing a third dimension in mobility 

flight. It began experimenting with 
ducted fans as a means of providing 
both lift and propulsion for a low- 
speed, low-altitude flying vehicle. Then 
on July 15, 1957 the Transportation 
Research and Engineering Command of 
the U.S. Army (TRECOM) granted a 
research contract to the corporation and 
serious studies of the possibilities got 
underway. By the time you read this, 
Chrysler will have completed initial 
flight tests on an experimental single- 
engine, twin-fan model. 


FLIGHT STABILITY in the aerial Jeep pre- 


sents problems that are a lot more 
complex than those inherent in the 
famous bowl in which the owl and the 
pussy cat so blithely put out to sea. The 
problems of balancing a platform that 


Jeep is designed to fly about 25 mph, not more than a few feet 
off ground, would be utilized where helicopters cannot maneuver. 


SIZE AND SHAPE of the military aerial 


Jeep is somewhat dictated by the gov- 
ernment requirement that to facilitate 
its transportation it must be sufficiently 
compact to permit four such vehicles to 
be carried in a C-130 airplane. It must 
have a payload capacity of 1000 pounds 
including the pilot. It must have pro- 
vision for carrying passengers and for 
at least one crew member when trans- 
porting weapons. It must have a min- 
imum range of 25 nautical miles with 
useful load, and a cruising speed of 25 
knots. A normal flight mission calls 
for 30 minutes aloft and 10 minutes in 
hovering mission. These limitations 
would not apply to a civilian version. 


DIMENSIONS OF CHRYSLER’S model are 


roughly 23 feet long and 10 feet wide, 
and present a minimum silhouette. 
Presently it is planned to use an en- 


continued on page 67 
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THE RUMOR MILL 











“Chrysler will offer a sportscar similar to the Corvette in the near 
future.” 

DOUBTFUL—W hat may have sparked this rumor is a Corvettish design (see 
illustration ) shown by J. E. Charipar of Plymouth Styling when he presented 
an SAE paper predicting trends in future styling. In the past Chrysler 
has exhibited some very striking sports models, but is likely to continue to 
reach for the go-go boys with its Plymouth Fury and Chrysler 300 series. 


“General Motors cars equipped with Hydra-Matic transmissions for 
1959 cannot be started by pushing or towing.” 

TRUE—The rear oil pump has been removed from the 1959 Hydra-Matic 
transmissions; therefore in case of battery failure it is necessary to use a booster 
battery or install a new battery to start. This applies to all Pontiacs, Cadillacs 
and Oldsmobiles. Buick and Chevrolet, which do not use Hydra-Matic, are 
not affected. Olds claims the change was made to avoid possible damage to 
cars in push starts. 


“Wheelbases in some 1960 cars will be shorter than those in com- 
parable models for 1959.” 

NOT LIKELY—It is possible overall length of 1960 cars will shrink, but 
wheelbase may remain the same or longer to provide more interior room. 





“One line of cars for 1960 will have mufflers and exhaust outlets 
at the front rather than piping the exhaust to the rear.” 
PROBABLE—Front exhausts would be less expensive and would remove 
designers’ headaches as to where to put exhaust lines under lower cars. The 
idea, however, might conflict with some state laws. 


“The trend to redesigning engines to use regular grade gasoline 
will be continued in 1960 models.” 
TRUE—But as was the case this year, the buyer will be given a choice of | 





higher performance engines requiring high test gasoline. 








“Some cars in 1960 will be a full inch lower than present models in | 
the same line.” 
PROBABLY TRUE—The trend to lower cars is still with us, although 
stylists are now aiming at more interior room and more comfortable seats. 
Present estimates of minimum car height range from 52 to 48 inches. The 
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52-inch limit has just about been reached in 1959 models, but in the above 
sketch, J. E. Charipar of the Plymouth Styling Division shows how present 
cars could be lowered to 48 inches. 








Excellence ie F Rg iy 
Dept. AL-39, 1840 Diversey Parkway, 


Extra Protection With Twin 
Gauge Panel. Tells more than ordinary 
“warning lights.” Gives rate of current 
flow ... helps prevent overcharging or 
discharging of battery. Tells exact oil 
pressure ... helps assure safe engine 
performance. Only $9.90. 


Extra 
Performance 


With Electric Fuel 
Pump. Gives instant 
starts ... delivers 
steady flow of 
gasoline. Ends vapor 
lock due to abrupt 
temperature changes. 
Eliminates stalling 
due to surging or 
over-pressure. Ideal 
for high compression 
motors. Only $39.95. 





Extra 
Economy 


\ With dependable 
| Motor Minder. A must 
' for every driver who 
wants top mileage per 
gallon of gas. Helps 
avoid costly repair bills by giving con- 
stant check on condition of spark plugs, 
carburetor, rings, valves, timing, etc. 
Pays for itself in savings. Easy to in- 
stall. Only $12.05. 


Get these motoring extras at your car dealer, 
service station, garage or automotive parts store. 





icago 
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ILEAGE 


MODEL 300 at 


Mileage Minder has been imitated, but v 
a Sig seston «ee eres the/ patented. 
potented engineering features which make it 7 


the unchallenged leader. No balls, valves, ~*~ 
checks, springs or complicated adjustments. ‘ 


NEW ... Model 300 Mileage Minder has the 
exclusive Magnetic Trouble Trap which cap- - ‘ 
- actual size 
tures and holds all troublesome iron oxides, ‘i 
rust chips, weld flakes, thread shavings. Sold 
separately for $1.95—now installed without 


extra charge in the new Mileage Minder. 


NEW ... Only Mileage Minder has 
(or can have) the exclusive pat- 
ented diaphragm principle, which 
smooths out the damaging and 
wasteful fuel pump pulsations and 
delivers gasoline to the carburetor 
in a smooth, steady flow, at 


properly engineered pressures. 


NEW ... Mileage Minder’s handsome 
chrome and di-chromate finish makes 
it stond out like a jewel in your motor. 


Your friends will admire it. 


NEW .. . Easy to install, do it 
yourself! Instructions are simple to 
follow All you need is an end 
wrench and pliers. Takes only a 


few minutes. 


Your 
favorite 
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The demand for Mileage Minder has 
multiplied to the point that we’ve added 
a new model to meet every need. 

If you’re one of the millions of motor- 
ists owning a late model car but you 
aren’t getting full performance from it, 
you need Mileage Minder’s guaranteed 
benefits. 

If you’re tired of getting only part of 
the gasoline mileage and performance 
you paid for... read along with us and 
we'll tell you how this great new prod- 
uct is specifically engineered for your 
car, and absolutely guarantees measure- 
ahh gasoline economy, improved per- 
formance and power. 

Modern cars have complicated and com- 
plex fuel systems. Higher horsepower, 
faster acceleration, higher cruising 
speed, safe passing speeds .. . these are 
things you pay for in a modern car... 
but do not always get. 

Fuel pressures have skyrocketed to meet 
the demands of modern engines. Just a 
few short years ago, fuel pressures of 
two pounds were common, but now many 
cars demand pressures of six, seven and 
even eight pounds per square inch. 
These higher fuel pressures are neces- 
sary for full performance, but they 
bring with them higher impact pres- 
sures, which mechanics recognize as the 
source of trouble. Furthermore, modern 
engines demand absolutely clean gaso- 
line, without mineral or metallic im- 
purities, so there can be no clogging of 


1 new low price! *... 


et*%e 
e. 









.... Fuel Pressure Stabilizer and Purifier 
that will solve your car's fuel waste problems 
~as it has millions of others—at a new low price! 


the highly sensitive needle valve in the] Quick, dramatic results. The results are 


carburetor. 

How Mileage Minder Goes to Work In| 
Your Car. Mileage Minder is a com- 
bination fuel pressure stabilizer and 
purifier, which positively overcomes the 
conditions that are causing the trouble. 
The new Mileage Minder contains a 
dual neoprene diaphragm (U.S. Patent 
No. 2544289) which is spring-supported 
and acts as a pressure storage chamber; 
cushioning the impact of the gasoline 


as it comes from the fuel pump; then 
passes fuel on to the carburetor in a 
smooth even flow. Mileage Minder can 


cause no injurious fuel pressure reduc- 
tion. Instead, it smooths it out at the 
proper pressure for finest and most 
economical performance. 

Mileage Minder’s pressure chamber 
principle positively traps vapor-locking 


gasses, which cannot pass on through | 
the fuel stream until condensed and 
liquefied. 

Mileage Minder contains a_ sintered 


filter, which positively re- 
dirt and sand, even as 


bronze fuel 
moves all dust, 
fine as .003”. 
New Mileage Minder has built-in mag- 
netic “Trouble Trap.” A powerful 
XH-297 magnet is positioned directly 
in the gas stream so that its magnetic 
field captures and holds all troublesome 
iron and steel oxides, weld chips, rust 
flakes, thread shavings or any ferrous 
metallic particles. 


\ 1 











Name 
Address 


City 






s 
bucking, hard starting, vapor lock and flooding. * 
Mileage Minder gives you smooth, economical = $ 
e 
power, pickup and performance. Saves 3 or : 


. J 
more gallons of each tank of gasoline! —_,+* 


| money-back guaranteed basis. If you’re 


| If 
| Trouble Trap separately, the cost would | 


|ata 28% saving. 
with fittings for your car. Mileage 
Minder is easily installed by anyone in 


TODAY! ~@ Mail This Money-Saving No-Risk COUPON! 


Pes ses ees ese es ee Be ee ee ee ee eee eee ee 


' 

. Paser Manufacturing Co. ; 
4 533 MT-3 Turk Street, San Francisco 2, Calif. 1 
$ a 
§ Please send new Mileage Minder with magnetic & 
§ Trouble Trap, with satisfaction guaranteed. §% 
(Quickly pays for itself or money refunded.) & 


| enclose cash 
(Special, 


Make, year 


reer eee eee eee 





° 
oe? 

























noticeable in your car at once. They are: 
e Save 10% to 40% gasoline 

e Stop flooding, hard starting 

Give tiptoe power, flashing 

acceleration 

Smooth idling. No stop sign dying 

Makes starting quicker, 

easier, smoother 

Cuts out gasping, stuttering, 

bucking 

Ends annoying gas odors in car ii 

Helps prevent fuel line vapor lock 

Causes no harmful reduction 

or restriction of manufacturers’ | 

recommended fuel pressures 

Money saving no risk offer. Right now, ! 

you too can experience the benefits of 

Mileage Minder on your own car——on a 


not completely satisfied, just return | 
Mileage Minder and your money will | 
be cheerfully refunded. i 
you ordered Mileage Minder and 
be $8.90. Now, your new Mileage Minder 
is equipped with Magnetic Trouble Trap : | 
. just $6.95, complete 


just a few minutes, with the simplest 
of tools. 

New Mileage Minder pays for itself in 
gas savings and improved performance, 
or your money refunded. 

At your automotive supplier , or use the 
money-saving coupon in this ad. 




















check money order for $6.95. 
quick-action offer includes postage) 




















and model of car 
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 30 DAYS 


APAN Mitsubishi Heavy Industries will 
attempt to crack the U.S. industrial vehicle 


three-wheel 


market this year with a line of 


Mustang with a 


trucks. Largest will be the 
single front wheel, an air-cooled, 
engine and a top speed of about 50 mph 
Capacity is 3000 pounds and price will be 


about $1795 


two-cylinder 


An all-new, rear-engined sports 


shortly hit the U.S 


GERMANY 


car will Two 


market 


versions to be available—either one- or two 
cylinder engines, with speeds above 90 mph 
Price should be about $1500 Look for 


VW to introduce an all-synchromesh arbox 


A monthly summary 


of the latest foreign car news 
from our overseas correspondents 


before long. Complaints from U.S. drivers 
about shifting into first while moving moti- 
vate the change. VW production should be 
up to 700,000 annually by 1960 compared 
to current output of about 550,000 per year 

East Germany's Wartburg is being 
offered in two versions, 37 and 53 hp, the 
latter a sports model. Both have front-wheel- 
drive and three-cylinder, two-stroke engines 
displacing 900cc. In comparison with cars 
from Western Europe the Wartburg is very 
high rpms but interior comfort is 
Construction is sturdy, steering is 
springing soft in front and 
Styling is conventional for small 


noisy at 
not bad 
neutral with 


hard in rear 


Cooper Monaco is one of the first of their rapid sports-race cars which will actually carry two 


pe ople 
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Car is designed for long-distance races, will be fast with new 214-liter Climax engine 


Cooper's new Monaco sports-race car has same 
basic construction as their Grand Prix cars, 


should do 160 mph with Climax engine. 


Some are currently being 
Big trend in 


European autos 
imported into the U.S. 
Germany is to give the chassis and engine of 
small German cars to an Italian stylist who 
produces a special version. Karmann was 
the first with the VW, then came NSU with 
the Sport-Prinz and now Lloyd with its 
Lloyd-Alexander-Frua. Basically the Alexan- 
der TS with Frua body, it will reach about 
75 mph. The car will be available in Ger- 
many about March of this year BMW 
has gone all-out to keep U.S. Army private 
Elvis Presley happy in Germany. They have 
furnished him with a 507 coupe for his 
off-duty hours. Just a typical G.I... . BMW 
hopes to get its long-awaited 1600cc sedan 
sometime in 1959. Our 
drawings depict the prototype currently 
being tested but rumors are that Italian 
stylist Michelotti may be working on a new 
body Look for Rob Walker, British 
owner of a successful stable of Cooper racing 
cars, to experiment with some of Borgward’s 
1500cc racing engines. These twin-cam, fuel- 
injected powerplants develop well over 150 
hp as compared to 140-145 for the 1500c« 
Coveatry Climax currently in use. 


into production 


NEW ZEALAND Stirling Moss started off the 
1959 racing season in his usual style by 
winning the Grand Prix of New Zealand. 
He led all the way in a Formula I Cooper. 


ENGLAND Cooper's new Monaco sports-rac- 
ing car promises to be one of the most 
exciting of the 1959 season. Many basic 
details—wheelbase, track, suspension, weight 
distribution—are virtually the same as on the 


continued on page 19 





Jaguar XK-1508 roadster appears at home beneath New York's skyline. Car retains Jag's traditional styling with even more luxury than before 


Driving the Jaguar XK-150S 


Ww FACED WITH A PRICE RANGE of “about $6000,” and a 
stable of 250 horses, the average car buyer expects certain 
advantages. He's after the owner's pride, and you can bet he'll 
expect to be “out in front” in other ways. 

We'l, whatever his income bracket, the buyer of the 1959 
Jaguar XK-150S should not feel over-extended in any way, because 
this machine definitely returns a lion’s share of looked-for qualities. 

Such was our reaction, anyway, as soon as we were given the 
keys to the model, courtesy of Ev Martin, Jaguar Cars, New York. 
Settling in the handsomely comfortable driver’s bucket, and after 
a quick familiarization with the slightly changed arrangements of 
panel switches and controls, it was at once evident that here is a 
car to make the most selective and demanding buyer completely 
happy. 

Where are the satisfactions? Well, call it a Jaguar “feel,” or 
what you see in a look around from the driver's seat for extra 
added attractions. There’s the adjustable steering wheel, for exam- 
ple, mounted as of old on a twisting column retainer that is a 
hallmark of the manufacturer. The suspended pedals, the easily 
readable gauges, the luxuriousness of upholstery and interior, the 
long look through the non-distorted curving windscreen past the 
nose to the street. 

Switch on, and engine response is immediate. The three two- 
inch SU carburetors whistle—on automatic choke—for a time until 
the temperature gauge approaches 70°, indicating the safe period 
to commence driving. Soon it’s discovered there is no such thing 
as a “best” gear; even fourth produces a torque surge, and shifting 


down is not really necessary over 1500 rpm (about 25 mph in top). 
Quick stabs at the accelerator pedal cause a formidably fast rev 
peak; in the lower gears this produces an incredible acceleration. 
No long pull, here. 

The use of engine for deceleration is another driving method 
which can be discarded. Twelve-inch-diameter brake drums, with 
two leading shoes or the front wheels, bring the car to swift and 
sure speed reduction, using only a bare minimum of pedal pressure. 
One pump of the foot and the pedal backs up to within a half- 
inch of the top. 

Steering, by rack and pinion, is controlled by a 17-inch-diameter 
wheel which makes 234 turns lock-to-lock. Steering seems to be 
lighter than on previous models, with a response that perfectly 
suits the outsize accelerating powers of the car. 

The car has finally gotten over what seemed in recent years a 
clumsy and awkward attempt at stylishness. I could find no fault 
with the new, unbroken lines of design, although the top is more 
easily raised and lowered by two, rather than the advertised single 
operator. Bumpers fore and aft are sturdy and utilitarian in that 
real protection is afforded to body, fenders and lighting equipment. 

For the man looking for maximum performance from the XK-150 
engine, the addition of the “straight port” cylinder head, the three 
carburetors, and domed pistons that boost compression to 9 to 1, 
the ‘“S” is hard to beat. Combining a 250 bhp @ 5500 rpm, 240 
pounds-feet torque (@ 4500 machine with the traditional Jaguar 
reputation for quality workmanship, is one sure way to attract 


discerning buyers. —Steve DaCosta 


a 
{S 222 


New Jaguar is no longer a true 
roadster because of roll-up 

windows but few owners will complain 
Top provides greater weather 
protection and better visibility than 

on any previous model. 
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AROUND THE WORLD IN 30 DAYS continved 


a radical departure for British firm 


Styled by Farina. its Italian influence is readily apparent inside and out 


Driving the Austin A-40 


ie PIT AREA, East “Sth Street, New York, was cleared and we 
threaded our way to the starting grid, 2nd Avenue, to begin 
Saturday practice with our well-prepared Austin A-40 Saloon. 

The Farina-bodied machine looks deceptively like a toy station 
A squared-off rear section is split horizontally but only the 
gage and spare tire area 


lineup of stop, braking 


Wagon 
bottom half opens, revealing a roomy lug 
Tail lights, housing a three-bulb vertical 
and turn lights, are massive. If more space is desired, the rear 
seat, which could carry three slender adult occupants or several 
oungsters, hinges forward. In front, the individual foam rubber 
seats are comfortably arranged and adjustable forward or reverse 

\ driveshaft tunnel is pierced to house a short stick gear lever 
The conventional H pattern begins at top left to provide four 
torward speeds, synchronized on three. Reverse is found by passing 
a gate to the right and down 

Quickly we checked our instruments while waiting for the green 
starting signal. No tach. What? No oil pressure gauge? How much 
vas do we have? Well, anyway, there are some pretty little glass 
buttons. If they aren't lit up maybe we're okay. Speedometer reads 
Chere’s a trip meter. The aluminum handle, not quite 


to SO mph 
jutting to the right from the 


like anything we've seen before 
steering column controls headlights. Down toward the floor is OFF; 
first notch up is parking lights, next is driving, last is high beam 

The steering wheel turns 214 times from lock-to-lock, but turn 
ing circle is a long 35 feet. Windows on the two doors push-pull 
ip and down by means of an attached lucite bar mounted a half-inch 
trom the top of the glass, inside. Rear windows push outward five 
inches. Wind deflectors operate as 
locking lever 

Upholstery is neatly trimmed in a plastic, easy-to-clean leatherette 


usual, in and out with an inside 


Two inches of foam rubber crash padding protrude from top of 
dash. Door handles have a stop that locks the windows in any 
position, but windows miss seating when down by about two inches 

All pedals are suspended, including accelerator. Emergency brake 
s mounted between front seats 

The light changed to the starting green and the 948cc A-40 
responded like a rabbit in a quick-peaking first gear and a faster 
change to second, its ‘surging’ gear. In the middle of a 90-degree 
left turn the gear change was smooth and receptive. Steering the 
car is a real joy; the wheel is satisfyingly heavy and suspension has a 
feel without jumpiness. Braking, which we had to do 
because the light at 74th Street was red, was comparably heavy 
and sure, giving an impression of comfortable safety found on much 
Later, several quick 


beeted-up 


heavier—and more expensive—machinery 
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stops under our regular braking test conditions failed to produce fade 

Now the “event” began in earnest. Through the wide rear view 
mirror we saw bearing down hard the Fangios of New York, riding 
the Avenue signal lights on the split second. With a sweaty palm 
gripping the gear lever in first gear we brought engine revs up 
to approximately mid-range and as the first cabbie roared along- 
side we took off. For a moment we were literally surrounded by 
Juan Manuel Taxis, but noting the green lights flashing for sev- 
eral blocks distant we stayed in position until we reached a peak 
of 45 mph then backed off to lead the pack well over to the 
left half of the one-way-downtown course. 

The A-40 cruised pleasantly along at the head of the pack, in 
rhythm with the course marshalling lights. Ahead, danger loomed 
in the shape of gargantuan trucks, trucks-and-trailers, semis, deliv- 
ery vans of every description, and more taxis. 

But in a terrific display of vigorous acceleration and emergency 
braking, the rugged little A-40 at length found her goal: Washing- 
ton Square, near the bottom of Sth Avenue, 80 blocks from the 
starting grid. Returning via this more civilized route, it was pleas- 
ant to note literally dozens of pedestrians and other drivers taking 
particular notice of the bright machine. Comments were topped by 
one bystander, who yelled, “Hey, that’s sharp! Is that the new 


Studebaker?” —Steve DaCosta 


Cargo may be loaded through rear half-door with additional space 
available when seat is folded down. Car has good rear visibility. 





continued from page 16 


single-seater formula cars. Use of a rear- 
nounted Coventry Climax engine gives the 
ront bodywork an extremely low profile, and 
naximum height at top of the windscreen is 
314 inches. With very little body overhang, 
verall length is only 11 feet, eight inches. 
The Monaco is designed for long-distance 
vents and will be competing in the 114- and 
rwo-liter classes. Top speed is 160 mph 
Later, when the 214-liter Climax engine is 
vailable, it will be a very potent racing 
machine indeed. Graham Warner, managing 
irector of the Chequered Flag Garage in 
Chiswick, England, has placed the first com- 
ercial order for the two-liter version and 
opes to run it at Sebring . . . New Lister 
Jaguar, designed by Frank Costin, shows 
ower and cleaner profile with a high tail 
neeting the wrap-around windscreen. Driver 
omfort has been held all-important with 
eating and interior space laid out according 
y. Low frontal area and an expected low 
ethcient of drag should yield maximum 
peeds in the region of 180 mph from 250 
bhp. The 3.8-liter Jaguar engine develops 
300 bhp which should make performance 
nteresting. Factory team drivers for 1959 
are Ivor Bueb and Bruce Halford with other 
drivers to be added as events require 
The Austin A-55 is the third of the BMC 
models to be given a body based on designs 
by Pinin Farina. The new four-door unit- 
construction sedan has the same sharp-edge 
treatment and prominent tail fins as the 
Wolseley 15/60 and Magnette, but the front, 
side trim and interior details are altered 








HANS MUTH 








Drawings depict prototype of BMW's long awaited 1600cc sedan, expected to go into 
production sometime this year. Car has had so many unexplained delays that exact produc 


continued on page 66 = tiv is not certain. Rumors are heard in Germany that Michelotti is designing new body. 
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Peruvian natives seem strangely incongruous watching stock car road race on tricky Atocongo circuit. Eduardo Dibos drove this Ford to a third 
place behind U.S. driving ace Jim Rathmann who won, with Sergio Neder, second. Nearly 150,000 spectators wat hed along 22.6-mile course 
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See J. C. Whitney's 


Complete Automotive Selection 


i A\Before You Buy Anywhere Else! 


| 324 PAGE—85,000 ITEM 
‘warner comm AUTOMOTIVE CATALOG 


—— one 


Up to 50% and 
MORE! 

Our tremendous 
buying power and 
huge volume enable 
us to offer you rock 
bottom prices. By buying 
direct by mail from J. C. 
Whitney, you actually save 
up to 50% and more! All 
items are ready for imme- 
diate shipment—with new, 
improved facilities to 
speed up service on ev- 
ery order. Buy every- 

thing Automotive 

from One Source! 
Mail Coupon 
NOW! 


My 
AY MUD. Wee 
: 
. 


J. C. Whitney & Co., 








1917 (O3) Archer, Chgo. 16 


Biggest Book in our History. 
Newest 1959 Accessories and 


Parts. Buy Direct from 


Whitney and Save Money. 


Over 85,000 items in stock, including 
accessories and parts for your car, 
truck, hot rod, custom car or station 
wagon, for early models up through 
1959. You will find the newest, most 
wanted Hollywood and Custom equip- 
ment not yet in stores — new High 
Speed parts — as well as hard-to-find 
replacement parts. Your satisfaction 
guaranteed on every order or your 
money back! Rush coupon for your 
FREE copy of our new 1959 catalog 
Please enclose 25c in coin to help pay 
part of the handling and mailing costs 
(refunded on first $5 or more order ) 
Don’t delay—send for this value-pack 
ed catalog TODAY! 


FREE - Mail Coupon Now 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 

1917 (O03) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 

Rush giant 1959 Cataiog of Auto Accessories & Parts. 

L enclose 25e to cover part of mailing & handling 
refunded on my first $5.00 or more order 


| 

| vost, 

| This Offer Good in US A. only 
t 


Name 





Addres 


“ity LOW _ rat | 








RACE CAR 


@ This Safety-engineered race-ready MOSS % 
MIDJET with latest features of today’s big 
race cars 
Extra sturdy 
for added safety 
Tempered Fiberglass bodies in thrilling colors 


° aircraft-type frame 
= 
@ 2 H.P. Continental 4 Cycle engine 
e 
. 


ight weight 


Fully chromed and upholstered 
Adjustable torsion-bar suspension for weight 
transfer 


Write today to Moss's Tech Advisor, 
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YOUR BOY DESERVES THE FINEST! 
MOSS ‘4 MIDJET 


DEALER INQUIRIES iNVITED 
FREE! Sam Hanks, 
* illustrated brochure on the % and Ye MOSS MIDGET. 


for 2uicgraphed 1957 indy racing photo and 








| covered 








CAR OWNER’S 


LIBRARY 


BOOKS ABOUT FORDS, a complete catalog of 
just about every publication dealing with 
every one of Henry's cars from the Model T 
to V8's, is available from Polyprints, Inc 
Box 3674, Rincon Annex, Dept. R-2, San 
Francisco, Calif. The catalog costs a dime 
but is free with the purchase of a $1 copy of 
the Model A Restoration Manual. Manual 
has answers about body styles, specifications 
and accessories, plus diagrams. Be sure to add 
10 cents for postage. 
* « » 

WANT TO LEARN how to be as professional a 
driver as the men who drive trucks, buses 
and taxicabs for a living? Then The Profes 
sional Touch, a pamphlet published by the 
National Safety Council should be helpful 
The 12-page, multi-colored booklet contains 
tips on how to drive professionally, and ex 
the amateur driver goes 
information on 


amples of where 
wrong. Single copies and 
quantity prices may be obtained from the 
National Safety Council, 425 N. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 11. 
* * . 

ALL ABOUT THE VOLKSWAGEN is one of the 
most comprehensive privately published man- 
uals on the VW in existence. Author Henry 
Elfrink details in 192 pages and over 200 
photos and drawings virtually everything any 
owner, mechanic or professional tuner needs 
to know about this fine German automobile. 
Elfrink states that his technical handbook 
is neither a glorified owner's instruction book 
nor a condensed shop manual, but a complete- 
ly original treatise with the emphasis on clari- 
fying mechanical problems which are not 
completely understood. 

Not only is complete service and repair 
but there is a special section on 
modifying the engine for increased output, 
a chapter on the VW industrial engine and 
a portion devoted to modifying the VW en- 
gine for installation in ultra-light aircraft 
VW owners and mechanics should find it a 
good investment at $3.50, available at book 
stores or directly from Henry Elfrink Auto- 
motive Publications, P.O. Box 20715, Los 
Angeles 6 

* *. * 

HOW TO BUILD HOT RODS is just what the 
name implies—a how-to-do-it for both novice 
and experienced rodders. Author Eugene 
Jaderquist outlines step-by-step operations— 
from obtaining the proper tools, to engine re- 
building and customizing, to building a rod 
on a limited budget. Included in the 144- 
page hard-cover volume are several hundred 
photos which depict the proper way to per 
form various mechanical jobs plus many pic- 
tures of some of the fastest and best-looking 
hot rods in America. This book sells for $2 
and is published by Arco Publishing Co., 480 
Lexington Ave., New York 17. 
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mF and Plymouth’s got it!.../et these experts te// you how! 
- 200 
gZ any 
needs Pee ; " " : é ‘ 
sbife. “May prove to be the only ’59 car which has in Fury form with the big engine . . . great 
te actually improved performance .. . best car handling . . . may even surpass some sports 
OOK 
slete- of the low-priced 3... a great performance a MOTOR LIFE 
8 car ... 1 drove this Plymouth flat-out .. . 
ms and there wasn’t the slightest sign of over- «Jy. quite a package . . . cornering qualities 
on heating or breakdown. ... deserve an ‘excellent’ rating when com- 
c a . ° 
it TOM McCAHILL, pared to anything other than a full-fledged 
MECHANIX ILLUSTRATED x 
en- sports car. ?AY BROCK, 
— HOT ROD MAGAZINE 
00k satiate 


uto- . Probably the hottest of the standard 
_ passenger sedans . . . to be fully appreciated, 
must be driven .. . quickest car on the road 


“This year’s ‘hot one’ may be the 1959 
Plymouth.”’ ARTHUR R. RAILTON, 
POPULAR MECHANICS 





And these are only a few of the raves! See your 
Plymouth dealer for FREE ‘‘Experts Folder’ with 


more enthusiastic quotes. See and try the optional 

New Golden Commando 395 V-8 . . . biggest engine 

in the low-price field. Discover all the news about 

the BIG DIFFERENCE IN PERFORMANCE GHO"d 
among low-price cars for 1959! 
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So much the same in price...so different on the road.. 











What type of car was tested? 
DODGE Royal 
the 361-cubic-inch engine with four-barrel carburetor, 10.1 to 
A_ pushbutton-con 


Custom series four-door sedan, powered with 
1 compression ratio, developing 305 hp 
trolled three-speed TorqueFlite automatic transmission driving 
a 2.93 rear axle completed the drivetrain. Power-assisted brakes, 
power steering, radio, heater 

MERCURY Montclair series four-door hardtop cruiser with 383- 
cubic-inch engine that delivers 
sion ratio and a four-barrel carburetor. Drivetrain is a Merc-O- 
Matic dual-range automatic transmission driving through a 2.71 
rear axle. Power steering, power brakes, radio and heater 


322 hp, has 10 to | compres- 


PONTIAC Catalina series with 389-cubic-inch engine but op- 
tional 10 to ! 


carburetor that made a 300-hp engine out of the standard 260- 


compression ratio, special cam and four-barrel 


hp. Hydra-Matic four-speed automatic transmission and a 3.08 
rear axle ratio completed the drivetrain. Power brakes, power 


steering, radio and heater 
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by Charles Nerpel, Technical Editor 


How well is it put together? 

DODGE Doors, hood, rear deck, and glass areas are well fitted 
and the rubber sealing is neat with few unfinished edges. Head- 
liner and fabric upholstering are in the modern trend of in- 
creased use of synthetics. The windows in our test car were a 
litcle hard to wind and the driver's swivel seat had an annoying 
rock to its adjusting track. The car was painted black, a color 
that is quick to reveal body metal wrinkles. The door panels, 
hood and top did not show anything but smooth contours under 
the equally smooth paint job. 

MERCURY Production and quality control so far are good, 
despite the fact that the factories have been pushing to supply 
dealers’ demands. General finish and paint are good, doors and 
deck lids fit well, bute some of the rubber sealing strips look 
like they should be held on by something other than adhesive 
Interiors, upholstery, headliner, and floor mats fit well, and the 
choice of fabrics includes plastic combinations to suit a wide 
variety of tastes. Body and floorboards have become very unt- 


tized and provide more production line accuracy. continued 
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Which of these Mid-Price 3 has the 


ECONOMY ? 
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PERFORMANCE? 
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PONTIAC Doors, hood and luggage lid fit well, as do the trim 
and sealing scrips. Overall finish looks good with General 
Motors’ new acrylic lacquer. Interiors show no ragged edges 
and headliners, dash cowling and upholstering fit well with 
no wrinkles. Body feels solid and doors close and latch without 


rattles 


Is it easy to get in and out of? 


DODGE Recessed door handles require an underhand grip to 
operate, which is not inconvenient. Doors open wide, and leg- 
and headroom are adequate for easy entrance and exit. Swivel 
seats for front passengers are an aid to the long-legged or the 
tight-skirted. Boarding the car from high curbs poses some 
problems but this is the price we pay for lower, better balanced 
cars. As you must with all the newer models, bend just a little 


more 


MERCURY Stretching the wheelbase four inches over last year's 
model to reduce transmission hump in front floor section also 
added a little more entrance and exit room for both front and 
rear passengers. Loading from normal curb height will be no 
problem as the bottom of the door is almost a foot from the 
ground. This is where thinner roof lines really show to advan- 
tage, as they allow reasonable headroom when entering without 
getting it by lowering floor line too much. Not quite so much 
bending necessary to board or unload, but as with most of the 
new models that do a good job of getting the driver up high 
enough to see, there is some sacrifice of clearance between lower 


steering wheel rim and seat 


PONTIAC Four-door hardtops always seem to have a little more 
door room, due to the pillarless construction. As we have to 
bend just a little more with all the new lower models, there is 
that open space between doors, especially with the windows 
down, that emphasizes room. Steering wheel is a little close to 
the seat for the long-legged, but rear seat passengers have room 
to spare through the door openings. Again a word of caution, 
don’t rest your fingers or elbow in the center pillar if you 
anticipate someone closing either door. You'll get pinched real 


good 


How is the driving position? 


DODGE Driving position is good with fairly straight seatback 
and good wheel angle at a height that does not blank forward 
view. Pushbutton transmission control on dash operates with 
left hand. Large concave buttons well spaced are more easily 
identified by feel once their position is learned. Heater, venti- 
lator and defroster are also button-operated and are most con- 
venient to driver only. Disappearing ashtray is a long reach 
for the driver and for passenger. Folding center armrest will 
ease driver on long stretches but might interfere with his elbow 


‘ 


on winding roads 


MERCURY Driving position is good, especially with generous 
seat height from floor. Clutchless floorboards that eliminate use 
of the left foot unless it is employed for braking, can be pretty 
uncomfortable if the seat is too low. Wheel position is good, 
shifting quadrant conventionally located, as is the turn-signal 
lever. Foot-operated parking brake has push-down release, and 
other controls are convenient to the driver. Left-hand key start- 
ing needs getting used to, heater controls to right of steering 
column are long reach for passenger, and a super-long but very 
shallow glove compartment will discourage carrying anything 
but long, thin gloves. Long-legged drivers will have no prob- 
lem, as there is a great gain in front compartment length over 


last year’s car 


PONTIAC Wheel angle and seat position are compatible to 
comfort without strain to see or reach pedals, but the long- 
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legged might find legroom and thigh support a little short even 
with maximum seat adjustment. Conventional shifting quad- 
rant has calibrations in window on lower dash panel and quick 
reading is difficult. Foot-operated brake pedal releases with 
hand knob under dash, and heater and vent controls are close 
to right of steering column. Separate fresh air controls for 
driver and passenger and central radio location, plus large glove 
compartment, are rather conventional. 


Is the instrument panel well laid out? 


DODGE It is strange how certain round, oval or triangular shapes 
will automatically draw the eye to their center. This is the case 
with the Dodge panel except that the first thing drawn into focus 
by the eyes is a knight’s helmet in bas-relief, rampant on what 
could be a clock if it had hands. Swinging the gaze to left and 
right will pick up easy-to-read fuel, oil pressure, and tempera- 
ture gauges, while almost hidden in a long-hooded slot is the 
speedometer. It is calibrated with white vertical lines and has 
no dial hand, the speed being noted by the colors that fill up 
the spaces between the lines. It starts out green, goes to yellow, 
and as the speed reaches 50 mph, changes to red. In our opinion, 
it is not easy to read, especially at night. 


MERCURY Instrumentation suffers a little, as the optional auto- 
matic seat control panel and the heater control panel squeeze 
the tape-type speedometer and the small rectangular engine in- 
struments between them. Internal reflections pick up on the 
instrument cover glasses and they can be seen easier at night 
than on bright days. Three-spoke wheel blocks off shifting quad- 
rant indicator in certain positions. 


PONTIAC Deeply hooded and centrally located clock-type 
speedometer is easy to see and read, although cover glass does 
pick up reflections under certain light conditions. Ammeter, oil 
pressure and engine temperature are indicated by lights, al- 
though they are housed in hooded dial as is the fuel gauge. 
These cover glasses also pick up reflections, but night visibility, 
controlled by rheostat, is good. Shifting indicator has now be- 
come part of the instrument cluster and is a lot easier to see 
at night than in daylight. 


How is vision? 

DODGE Front, rear and side vision is good, making the most of 
increased glass area with minimum windshield distortion and 
corner post obstruction. The center-cowl-mounted rear mirror 
does block off forward vision of shorter drivers and if the 
bracket is tilted low enough to eliminate this, only the tops of 
following cars can be seen. Wipers are electric, one speed, 
(variable speed optional), and clear ample glass areas. Foot- 
operated washer squirts straight up and slight forward motion 
spreads water evenly over wiper area. Slight reflections of cowl 
in windshield under certain light conditions do not cover most 
used forward views. The optional remote control side mirror is 
really great. A small “joy stick” on the dash allows the mirror 
to be easily set to any desired angle of view. 


MERCURY The driver has the feeling that he is surrounded by 
nothing but visibility, and the relation between wheel and seat 
gives good vision over wheel rim. With so much more glass 
wrapped into the top, and lower roof lines, rear mirror position 
has become a problem. If hung low enough for the slightly) 
short, the tall driver finds it takes a big piece out of his upper 
forward vision in the signal light area. Most of the new models 
of all makes tested so far this year have failed to provide a 
universally good interior mirror position. Constant improve- 
ment of compound bending of windshield and rear glass has 
reduced distortion a great deal, but sun visors are becoming 
more important as glass area goes higher and higher into the 
front top. Sixteen-inch parallel wiper blades that clean 43 per 
cent more windshield area than last year’s models, are electric 
two-speed. continued 





a 























Dodge side mirror has handy dash-mounted “joy stick” control. Wide door openings 
Dod d. has handy dash ted ‘ tick trol. Wide d 


and ample legroom provide good entrance and exit but front seat is a little short. 


Mercury's instruments are crowded by seat and heater control panels. Longer wheel- 
base has increased interior legroom and lowered transmission and driveline hump. 


Pontiac instruments are deeply hooded and well positioned for easy reading. Hardtop 
models seem to have more entrance room with their door-height center pillar. 





PONTIAC Compound curved front and rear glass, plus pillarless 
construction of the hardtop and thin windshield posts, make 
the Catalina a real observation booth. There are slight side dis- 
tortions on windshield and some sunlight problems on the 
shoulders of the rear seat at certain times of the day. Strong 
reflections of top of cowl in critical portions of the windshield 
when driving into the sun are annoying. Foot-operated wash- 
ers and electric wipers clean the most used sections of wind- 


shield 


Does it start quickly? 


DODGE Hor or cold the engine fires right up and warms 
quickly. Foil and fiberglass under intake manifold keep carbu- 
retor cool enough to give good mixture for hot starts 


MERCURY § Starts well on cold mornings and warms up quickly 
with good heat riser and water thermostat control. Hot starts, 
after the engine heat travels through the manifold and into 
carburetor body without passing air to keep it cool, require 
a littie more cranking. Starters now turn engine faster and 


this has helped the hot start 


PONTIAC The automatic choke and manifold heat riser both do 
a good job of aiding quick starting and fast warm-up. Cold 
Starts were accomplished with a few turns of the engine, and 
when hot the engine fired right up with a flick of the switch. 


How is it to drive in the city? 


DODGE Good visibility, quick and easy steering and adequate 
horsepower for any reasonable acceleration make city driving as 
easy as could be expected from a vehicle 18 feet long. Parking 
or negotiating the sharp turns of driveways or ramps is simple 
with the 3.5-turn-lock-to-lock steering. The wheels are not 
sensitive to car tracks or shallow ruts. There is ample upsweep 
in the rear for most driveways, but the lower outside edges 
of the front bumper will scrape if you don’t hit the ramp dead 
center. Tire and road noise are high enough to be annoying, 
even at moderate speeds, especially on black top or slightly 
corrugated surfaces. 


MERCURY Good visibility and quick but easy steering reduce 
the effort of in-city traffic driving. Takes car tracks and drain- 
age dips well and normal driveway ramps will not scrape front 
or rear overhang. While wheelbase and tread have been in- 
creased, overall length of about 18 feet makes parallel park- 
ing about the same as previous models except for the power 
steering, which is quicker and requires fewer turns lock-to-lock. 
Poorly paved streets and chuckholes will smooth out under 
Mercury's suspension. Brake dip has been reduced by tilting the 
upper front control arm—necessitated by the extra weight on 
the front wheels caused by moving the engine farther forward. 


PONTIAC There is a feeling of “bigness” to the car, due prob- 
ably to the wider tread as total width is only .7 of an inch more 
than the Dodge. This is more of a visual thing, as handling and 
visibility that allows the driver to see almost to the extreme 
front and rear ends make city traffic driving a pleasure. Park- 
ing areas will seem to shrink though, as a length of close to 
18'% feet does not leave much room on either end of a 20-foot 
parking space. Wider tread makes streetcar tracks unnoticeable, 
and the wheels will span most any track width. Slight upsweep 
in the rear clears most driveway ramps, but fully loaded rear 
seats or luggage compartment require some caution on such 
ramps or deep dips to avoid bottoming and scraping. 


How is it to drive in the open country? 


DODGE Plenty of power under the throttle foot at high cruis- 
ing speeds with low engine and transmission noise. However, 
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the road noise transmitted from the tires is loud, and normal 
conversation is difficult over 60 mph. Expansion strips in the 
highway are heard quite clearly as the tires thump over them. 
This is all amplified on the off-pavement dirt roads or gravel 
secondary roads. The wind whistles around windwings when 
closed and there are mild rushing sounds with windwings open. 
The car tracks well at speed and does not wander even on vary- 
ing cambers of right-hand lanes. The speedometer is six mph 
fast at speeds from 50 to 80 mph. 


MERCURY Good control and plenty of power for passing would 
be more enjoyable if wind noise were lower. Every effort has 
been made to effectively isolate engine, transmission and road 
noise from the passenger compartment but the howls of the wind 
at cruising speeds around windows and wings, opened or closed, 
are very annoying. If the regular run of speedometers are as 
optimistic as that in the test car, one need never fear being 
stopped for excessive speed as there was an error of from six 
to nine miles per hour in the 30-to-60 mph range. Gravel or 


“corrugated dirt roads are well handled by the suspension and 


real back country ruts will hardly be noticed with the power 


steering. 


PONTIAC Smooth, quiet cruising at any reasonable speed with 
good tracking that requires a minimum of wheel correction, 
even on cambered roads. Wind noise level is not too high with 
the. side wings open and not much louder with the side win- 
dows down. Good insulation is provided for engine and trans- 
mission noise. Tire noise and road rumble are well isolated 
from car’s interior. Off-the-pavement gravel and dirt roads are 
ironed smooth with the coil springs on all four wheels. 

How is it to drive on curving roads? 

DODGE Sweeping curves or sharp turns can be handled with 
ease with this torsion bar front suspension. Attempting the most 
severe cornering on one of the reverse camber turns on River- 
side International Raceway “proving grounds,” we had the in- 
side rear wheel spinning and smoking under hard cornering 
and full throttle, yet maintained excellent control without 
bottoming the low side or washing out front wheel control. 
These are severe conditions but a good indication of what is 
possible should overspeed into an unmarked turn catch the 
driver by surprise. Quick steering with positive response can 
make the chore of mountain driving a pleasure. 


MERCURY Mild curves at normal speeds can be handled well, 
but beyond that there is a lot of uncomfortable lean and in 
severe cases of that unmarked turn that takes us by surprise, 
a lot of understeer. Rear loading, by passengers or luggage, helps 
this by equalizing the heavy front end but there is still a lor 
of lean that is more than a little uncomfortable to the rear seat 
passengers. 


PONTIAC Very stable on curves, mild or sharp, with lean great- 
ly reduced due largely to wider tread and everything else that 
was moved farther outboard to reduce side overhang. More 
turns are required on the steering wheel than the Dodge but the 
car goes well in the direction in which it is pointed. On really 
fast, sharp turns where we try to duplicate the unmarked curve, 
all four wheels stayed on the ground and there was no spinning 
or smoking of the inside rear wheel. As many times as we have 
toured the Riverside International Raceway course at speed, 
there is always some apprehension with a new type of suspen- 
sion, chassis, brakes or steering. Despite dispelling this with 
some warm-up laps, the illusion of greater width seemed 
emphasized as we headed the Pontiac into the first sharp uphill 
turn. Over that wide hood the curve seemed about a third of 
its regular width, but got wider each time around as the car 
stuck like glue in the groove and we became accustomed to the 
illusion of great width. continued 











With large air cleaner re- 
moved, Dodge engine 1s 
easy to service. Intake mani- 
fold is insulated by foil and 
fiterglass to eliminate hard 
starting due to overheated 
fuel mixture in hot engines 


Mercury engine offers a lot 


of easy-to-service features. 
Fuel pump is high on the 
forward part of the block 


where it is exposed to good 
cooling air that should ease 
hot weather fuel failures. 


Pontiac engine is easter to 
service than previous models 
due to new engine accessor) 
brackets, but location of 
plugs under exhaust manti- 
fold makes caution neces- 
sary when the engine is hot. 























How does it climb bills? 


DODGE Plenty of power for this plus an intermediate gear 
selector for the automatic transmission that allows engine brak- 
ing at the push of a button. This D-2 position will shift into 
high at around 75 mph and shift back down at 55 mph, giving 
a good range for hill climbing and downgrade deceleration. 
For that real steep one, there is first gear with button selector. 
MERCURY Dual-range automatic transmissions such as _ the 
Merc-O-Matic are positive in their action and provide just about 
all one needs tor most hills. These passenger cars are no jeeps 
but it is surprising how well they pull in low range settings. 
D-2 settings provide good engine braking, and while they do 


shift into high gear near peak rpm, this is also a great winding- 


road gear as it provides engine braking. Built into this setting 
is a hill-holding feature that prevents car from rolling back. 


PONTIAC Dual-range Hydra-Matic with four forward speeds 
gives a good selection of gears for hills and deceleration. Down- 
shift from fourth to third occurs at about 40 mph at part- 
throttle and at full-throttle climbing at about 60 mph. With 
the selector in LO good second gear braking is available. An 
automatic upshift for all forward gears prevents over-revving 
engine, even from standing start in LO lever position. Avoid 
wheel spinning on those off-pavement back country grades or 
you might stall the engine with a protective upshift should 
engine reach rev limits. 


Does it have good acceleration? 


DODGE Not quite as good as last year due to higher axle ratio 
but considerably better per gallon performance. The 
specifications on this engine are identical to last year’s model, 
but playing with slightly different cam contours, engine heat 
riser and manifolding, and higher rear end gear ratio have 
given noticeable improvement in reducing that monthly gaso- 
line bill with adequate speed and acceleration for today’s high- 
ways. (See table above.) 


miles 


MERCURY Carrying over two tons of curb weight and a rather 
high (2.71) rear axle ratio, the Mercury accelerates pretty 
well. Off-center mounting of axle on rear springs reduces axle 
wind-up more on acceleration than on braking and rear wheels 
dug in well with a minimum of take-off spin. 


PONTIAC Very close to the Dodge, but not as fast as the same 
engine with three two-barrel carburetors and heavy-duty valve 
springs used in last year’s tests. Manually shifting the auto- 
matic transmissions by starting out in LO can produce some 
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better times, but for basic comparisons MOTOR TREND has 
been making all 1959 acceleration runs in DR or drive gear 


and using fifth wheel speedometer. 


How does it stop? 


DODGE Considering that 230 square inches of brake are avail- 
able as standard equipment on Dodge station wagons and four- 
door hardtops, the 207 square inches supplied on the test 
sedan were just within the limits for normal driving. Under 
the rather mild pressures of 60 to 20 mph deceleration at 15 
feet per second per second, the brakes became erratic with the 
fourth such stop. The first three such tests produced hands-off 
braking. There was some wheel grabbing as the right front 
brake locked on the fourth attempt, followed by right and then 
left front wheels grabbing cn the fifth stop, accompanied by 
rear brake smoking. Once both front brakes finally took hold, 
stopping at the test rate required only slightly more pedal 
pressure. Allowing the brakes to cool for five minutes pro- 
duced the samé alternating right and left front wheel pull but 
a good stop, as continued pedal pressure overcame this situa- 
tion. Bigger brakes and open wheel covers for better cooling 
seem the best solution to this problem. 


MERCURY The self-adjusting 205 square inches do a good job 
of stopping this car with its two-ton curb weight. Four good 
60 to 20 mph slowdowns at 15 feet per second per second 
brought some odor and slight smoking from the front shoes, 
but there was only slight right front wheel grab on the fifth 
attempt with slight increase in pedal pressure necessary. The 
car will naturally stop better with extra weight in the reac, 
but under these conditions there is a lot of axle windup and 
it unwinds with a jerk as the car comes to a halt. 


PONTIAC We were able to make four good 60 to 20 mile per 
hour stops in rapid succession with a 15 feet per second per 
second rate of deceleration before the pedal required more 
pressure. An additional five attempts pulled the car to the right 
and required a lot of pushing on the pedal, but we did stop. 
The first four stops were good and there was only slight smok- 
ing as the tests continued, despite the fact that this car has 
only 170 square inches of effective braking area. It is possible 
that greater width contributes to reducing front dip on braking 
and allows the rear brakes to do a little more work. 


Is it tiring to drive? 


DODGE While the padding is a little soft for good back sup- 
port, the more erect sitting position does a lot to reduce driving 
fatigue. Seat itself is on the short side for good thigh support 
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but good wheel position, forward vision (if you are tall enough 
to clear the cowl-mounted mirror) and well placed pedals 
reduce the tendency to slump because of poor spine support. 
Center folding armrest in front seat allows some elbow support 
for straight driving but interferes slightly on turns. 


MERCURY More depth between seat and floor and plenty of 
front legroom are great contributors to reducing fatigue on 
long trips. Back support is better than average and helps main- 
tain a good over-the-hood view without the driver hanging on 
to the wheel. The physical effort of driving is no longer a big 
factor but fatigue can be caused by other things, one of which 
is noise.. The mechanical and road noises are low but wind 
noise, especially buffeting around the window openings, gets 
to be annoying and tiring after a short time at cruising speeds 


PONTIAC There seems to be a general trend toward getting 
a little more interior room in most of the late-model cars by 
cutting short the front seat depth. This decreases thigh support, 
especially for the driver whose position is rather limited by the 
functions of driving. Padding is a little on the soft side, pro- 
viding only mediocre back support. Seat adjustment should 
have another notch or two rearward for the long-legged driver, 
but wheel and controls are conveniently placed and little physi- 
cal effort is required, even on winding roads. 


W hat kind of mileage does it get? 


popGe For a car of this size a happy medium has been hit 
that gives adequate but not sizzling acceleration with good 
mileage in town and on the highway (see table above). One 
four-barrel carburetor furnishes enough fuel per gulp to pro- 
vide crisp passing speeds and comfortable off-the-signal ac- 
celeration with good steady highway cruising economy. Steady 
50-mph fuel bottle test runs (see chart page 33) produced 
exactly the same mileage as our highway driving which was 
considerably over 50 mph most of the time but included slow- 
downs for traffic and maximum acceleration for passing. 


MERCURY Considering the advertised horsepower and _ the 
engine-driven power accessories on the engine, the mileage was 
very good. The 2.91 axle listed as an option over the 2.71 
ratio would improve acceleration and still maintain reasonable 
fuel consumption. Consistent all-out maximum acceleration 
starts will cut any car’s mile-per-gallon average way down, and 
big cars like Mercury with big engines are a great temptation to 
the heavy-footed driver. Steady 50-mph fuel bottle tests showed 
exactly the same mileage as highway averages where speeds 
were well over the test speed most of the time and also included 
full-throttle passing and the acceleration necessary after normal 





highway traffic slowdowns or trailing along behind slow trucks. 


PONTIAC We were a little disappointed with city driving gas 
consumption. This would improve with economy engine and 
higher rear axle ratio options, but the test car is a real good 
highway cruiser, as evidenced by the mileage differences in 
city driving, highway driving and steady-speed fuel bottle tests. 
Our steady-speed fuel checks with a tenth-gallon fuel bottle 
brought out some interesting facts and proved more conclusive- 
ly that this engine was best for long highway trips. At steady 
50-mph speeds our mileage showed a consistent 15.1 mpg. 
Ordinarily steady 50 mph is the maximum standard for our 
fuel tests, but to prove a point we ran some steady 60 mph 
runs and recorded 16.8 mpg. 


How does it ride? 


popGE There is a solid feeling to the ride but considerable 
road noise is present. Increasing tire pressure did not affect 
this noise level but did improve handling and reduced tire 
squeal. Good shocks keep body lean down except on extreme 
cornering. Rear seat passengers have good leg- and headroom. 


MERCURY Ride comfort on fairly straight roads is good, regard- 
less of the surface. Excessive lean on curves and that unwind 
after stop are very noticeable, as is the wind noise. Rear seat 
passengers have plenty of room, also plenty of glass to let 
that sun hit the shoulders when it is still high enough above 
the horizon to have plenty of heat. Unitized body and floor- 
boards give a solid rattle-free feeling. 


PONTIAC Excellent is one way to describe the Pontiac's ride. 
It’s also quiet and comfortable, with wind and road noise at a 
very low level. Rear seat passengers can enjoy the observation 
car visibility of greater wrap-around glass with some sun prob- 
lems on the neck and shoulders at certain times of the day. 
They will, however, be comfortable on curves and rough roads 
as a level ride is maintained under these conditions. 


How effective is the heating and ventilating system? 


popGE Pushbutton panel for heat, vent and fan control is 
convenient, with a fair amount of heat available soon after a 
cold start. Hot weather ventilation could be improved around 
the front floor area. 


MERCURY Fresh air vents on each side near the floor give a 
good blast of outside air to feet and legs. Completely redesigned 
heating system steers outside air into heater chamber for blend- 
ing according to heat-selector lever. New design is also com- 
patible with air conditioner that can be dealer-installed by 
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adding compressor and coupling with existing air and heater 
ducts. Single knob actuates servo control that handles vents, 
heater and defroster. Warm air is available soon after start. 


PONTIAC Good heat is available soon after cold engine start, 
and fan does a good job of moving the warm air both to the 
passengers and the inside of the windshield. Heater controls 
are close to right of steering column, convenient for the driver 
and a long reach for front seat passenger. Windwing and air 
vent ventilation are good, the latter giving a good supply of 
outside air to feet, with controls for driver and passenger. 


How is it for normal servicing? 


DODGE Gas filler pipe is behind hatch on left rear fender. 
Engine compartment is well laid out for easy access to carbu- 
retor, distributor, hydraulic reservoirs and battery. Plugs are 
easy to reach but are under exhaust manifolds and a little 
tricky to service on a hot engine. Screw-on oil filter cartridge 
is serviced on grease rack. 


MERCURY Front-hinged hood opens far enough for easy access 
to radiator, battery, dipstick, carburetor, and distributor. Plugs 
are really easy to get to, which is good not only for the me- 
chanic but also for the home tuner. Oil filter can be serviced 
from the top and gas fill pipe is under hatch in rear center 
below deck lid opening. 


PONTIAC Plug changing on previous models was a real chore 
due to brackets for hydraulic power system interfering, espe- 
cially with the front plugs on left cylinder bank. New brackets 
and generous access holes simplify this operation for 59. Carbu- 
retor, distributor, battery, radiator and dipstick are easy to 
reach. Gas filler pipe is centrally located below rear deck lid 
opening. Oil filter services from grease rack. 


How is it for major tune-ups? 


DODGE Engine options often affect major tune-up costs but this 
car is pretty much an open book for ordinary adjustments. 
Average costs run about $12 plus parts. 


MERCURY 


Convenient and straightforward location of major 
tune-up components—especially the plugs and top forward 
mounting of the distributor—makes this cai one of the easiest 
to service. The home tuner can take off the huge aircleaner and 
play with timing and mixtures to his heart’s content. Major 
tune-up by a professional will cost about $17.50, plus parts. 


PONTIAC The cost of servicing modern automobiles varies ac- 
cording to how much labor is involved in removing accessories 
to get to the section that needs the work. The test model car 
provided good accessibility to most parts, even for the home 
tuner. Engine tune-up will run about $17, somewhat higher 
on the higher horsepower optional engines. 


Does it have adequate luggage space? 


DODGE Trunk is roomy and long—so long that forward storage 
of spare requires shorter persons to get into the luggage com- 
partment to remove or stow it. It is easy to overload such a 
generous rear deck, most of which is behind the rear axle, so 
be careful or your springs will let the chassis bottom if they 
do not have extra help. 


MERCURY Central horizontal mounting of the spare on the rear 
axle hump gives clear flat space at most used rear of luggage 
compartment but cuts down on the ability to stow smaller 
pieces in this area and concentrates luggage weight well back 
of the axle. The large area that is available makes it easy to 
carry some fair-sized pieces of cargo, so be careful about over- 
loading those rear springs with this extra weight. 





PONTIAC All of our test equipment, including tools, cameras, 
and a rather bulky and hard-to-stow fifth wheel, were easily 
loaded in the luggage compartment with room to spare. Flat- 
mounted spare on right side of rear deck has ample room be- 
tween it and deck lid to provide a usable shelf for large size 
suitcase. There is also good usable space on top of rear axle 
hump for smaller packages. 


W hat are the car's best points? 


DODGE Handling is the outstanding feature of this car. A lively 
steering ratio requiring little effort, plus the ability of the 
front wheels and the rest of the chassis to go in the direction 
they are pointed, will more than satisfy those who like to drive 
for the sheer pleasure of it. Good performance and reasonable 
fuel economy will satisfy the demands of those who want com- 
fortable transportation. 


MERCURY ercury is one of the easiest cars to get in and out 
of and has probably the most generous front passenger com- 
partment. There have been substantial increases in glass area, 
wheelbase, interior room, and tread over previous models. It is 
probably the most energetic effort on the part of Mercury since 
it ceased to be an oversized Ford. While somewhat shorter, it 
has the same overall width as the Pontiac, most of this incre1se 
going into wider seating area. It is big, handles well under 
ordinary conditions, accelerates very well and gives good fuel 
economy for an engine of this size. Styling, especially the rear 
end, is distinctive with its horizontal V tail lights. Body should 
retain its solid feel for many miles. 


PONTIAC It is difficult to list Pontiac’s best points without 
putting the new wide tread first. This improvement contributes 
so much to ride, handling, comfort and safety that other manu- 
facturers are sure to follow. Well appointed and comfortable— 
with styling changes to go along with the mechanical ones— 
this car, with its four-speed automatic transmission, is a real 
highway cruiser. It is a big car with an air of solidity, little 
lean on curves, quick steering with a “feel” to it, adequate pas- 
senger space and good luggage capacity. 


Is it a good buy? 


DODGE This boils down to pure finance, since performance, 
economy and construction are good. The suggested retail price is 
only slightly higher than one of the low-priced-three sales 
leaders, yet over the past three years the average depreciation is 
about $525 per year, almost twice that of the Big Three. 


MERCURY It scems to us, who test many cars and have seen 
the automobile develop from a curtain-flapping hack to the 
modern high-powered sedan, that the problem of lean could 
be solved by now. Earlier Mercurys of the 1950 to ’53 period 
seemed to have a lot less of this and a lot better handling on 
sharp curves than the 59. There are those to whom this sort of 
thing is not important, but it should be considered in the light 
of speeds on modern highways and the 300-plus horsepower 
that anyone can buy and drive. Average depreciation over the 
past three years has averaged $450 per year for the most 
popular models. 


PONTIAC It is a good buy in this horsepower and price range. 
This engine is great for the long-mileage highway driver. The 
city dweller whose road trips are limited to daily freeway 
and in-town driving would do better to select an engine option 
that gives better fuel economy. All the middle bracket manufac- 
turers are offering engine options that should be considered and 
studied on the basis of the type of driving for which the car 
is most used. The most popular models of this car have shown 
an average yearly depreciation of about $465 per year. 
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SPECIFICATIONS OF TEST CARS 


DODGE CUSTOM ROYAL 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.12 in. Stroke 3.38 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .82:1. Compression ratio 10.1:1. 
Displacement 361 cu. in. 4-bbi. carburetor. Dual 
exhaust. Advertised bhp 305 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp 
per cu. in. .84. Piston speed @ max. bhp 2591 ft. 
per min. Max. bmep 167 psi. Max. torque 400 
Ibs.-ft. @ 2800 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: TorqueFlite automatic 3-element 


torque converter with gears; ratios 2.45:1, 1.45:1, 
1.00:1. 


MERCURY MONTCLAIR 
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CHASSIS: Front p p lateral 
non-parallel control arms with torsion bars. Rear— 
Outboard semi-elliptical leaf springs. 8.00 x 14 
rayon tires. Power steering rack and sector, 3.5 
turns lock-to-lock, overall ratio 19.1:1, turning diam- 
eter 43.7 ft. Rear axle—conventional differential, 
ratio 2.93:1. 


led dant 





DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in., overall length 
217.4, overall height 54.3, overall width 80, front 
tread, 60.9, rear tread 59.8, rear overhang 60.2. 


PRICE: Factory-suggested retail price of test car 
equipped as described, including federal tax but 
not state and local taxes, delivery and handling 
charges or freight $3916. 














ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.30 in. Stroke 3.30 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .76:1. Compression ratio 10:1. 
Displacement 383 cu. in. 4-bbl. carburetor. Single 
exhaust. Advertised bhp 322 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per 
cu. in. .84. Piston speed @ max. bhp 2530 ft. per 
min. Max. bmep 157.4 psi. Max. torque 400 Ibs.-ft. 
@ 2400 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Merc-0-Matic, automatic 3-speed 


torque converter with planetary gears. Ratios 2.40:1, 
1.47:1, 1.00:1. 


PONTIAC CATALINA 


CHASSIS: Front suspension—Iindependent ball joint 
with coil springs. Rear—Semi-elliptical leaf springs. 
8.50x 14 tires. Power steering, recirculating ball 
and rack, 3.7 turns lock-to-lock. Overall ratio 20.5:1, 
turning diameter 43.2 ft. Rear axle—conventional 
differential, ratio 2.71:1. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 126 in., overall length 217.8, 
overall height 56, overall width 80.7, front tread 
60, rear tread 60, rear overhang 57.8. 


PRICE: Factory-suggested retail price of test car 
equipped as described including federal tax but not 
state and local taxes, delivery and handling charges 
or freight $4080. 














ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.06 in. Stroke 3.75 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .92:1. Compression ratio 10:1. 
Displacement 389 cu in. 4-bbl. carburetor. Dual ex- 
haust. Advertised bhp 300 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per 
cu. in. .77. Piston speed @ max. bhp 2875 ft. per 
min. Max. bmep 157.7 psi. Max. torque 420 Ibs.-ft. 
@ 2800 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Hydra-Matic, automatic fluid coupling 
with planetary gears, 4-speed. Ratios 3.97:1, 2.55:1, 
1.55:1, 1.00:1. 


32 MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1959 


CHASSIS: Front suspension—Coil springs with ball 
joints. Rear—Coil springs and control arms. 8.00 x 
14 rayon cord tires. Power steering, recirculating 
ball, 4.06 turns lock-to-lock, overall ratio 22:1, 
turning diameter 42.7 ft. Rear axle—conventional 
differential, ratio 3.08:1. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 122 in., overall length 
213.7, overall height 56.4, overall width 80.7, front 
tread 63.7, rear tread 64, rear overhang 56.5. 


PRICE: Factory-suggested retail price of test car 
equipped as described, including federal tax but 
not state and local taxes, delivery and handling 
charges or freight $3817. 





dling 


ACH MONTH, as MOTOR TREND presents compara- 
tive road tests of cars as nearly as possible in the 
same price class, engine size and horsepower, and 
body style, we will plot the fuel consumption and ac- 
celeration times on the above chart. The higher the 


point from the bottom line, the faster the 0-60 mph 
acceleration times. The greater the distance from the 
left vertical scale, the better the steady-50-mph gas 
mileage. Previous test findings will be retained on the 
chart, to give a ready reference of comparison. 























My Greatest Thrill/ No. g 


“How | won the ‘34 French GP with an ailing Alfa against the 


formidable Mercedes, Auto Union, Bugatti, Maserati teams. . .” 


by Louis Chiron 


as told to Gordon Wilkins 


ENEVER THE GERMANS HAVE A NEW RACING CAR which they hope is invincible, they tend to give 

it its first outing in the French Grand Prix. They did it with the 130-hp four-cylinder Mercedes in 
1908 (“My Greatest Thrill,” Sept. 58). They did it with the 4'%-liter four-cylinder Mercedes a few 
months before the outbreak of World War I in 1914; they did it with the 3-liter desmodromic-valve 
fuel injection cars in 1954. And they did it with entire new teams of Mercedes and Auto Union cars 
built under the 750-kilogram weight formula in the 1934 race. 

It could be that in reserving their latest and best for this race, the Germans pay a compliment to the 
Grand Prix of the Automobile Club de France as the premier and senior international classic. But seeing 
their race turned repeatedly into a demonstration of German superiority on their own home ground, there 
are Frenchmen who view it in another light. And none more so than Louis Chiron when the flag fell 

or more correctly failed to fall—for the start of the 1934 race. 

Already there had been an uneasy feeling that there was more than motor racing at stake. National 
prestige was involved. Only the year before, the. Nazis had come to power in Germany and Hitler had 
become Chancellor in succession to Hindenburg. The swastika was in the ascendancy and these new squat, 
silver cars were the symbol of a resurgent power beyond the Rhine which France had good cause to view 
Ww ith concern. 

Mercedes had Caracciola, von Brauchitsch and Fagioli to drive their sleek single-seaters with super- 
charged straight-eight engines. The Auto Unions, then known as P-Wagens from the name of their 
designer, Doctor Porsche, were sensational machines with the driver in front, and a supercharged V-16 
engine behind him. Their drivers were Stuck, Momberger, and Prince zu Leiningen, but only the 
first two started as the third car was not ready. With their ultra-light construction and all-independent 
suspension the new German cars obviously marked a big step forward in racing. Car design and observers 
agreed that they immediately made all the rest look old-fashioned. They soon showed that they had per- 
formance to match their looks. The wail of their superchargers could be heard a couple of miles away 
as they put in practice laps on the Montlhéry circuit at around 90 mph. 

The Motor reported, “Practice was a truly terrifying sight. It seemed impossible that ordinary men could - 
hold cars for 500 km at such speeds over such a circuit.” It was in fact a really tough course, scientifically 
designed to include every kind of corner, curve, hump and depression found on ordinary roads, and con- 
cluding with a fast sweep around the banking of the concrete speed oval. It was terribly bumpy, too, and 
it was obvious that the all-independent suspension of the new German cars was giving their drivers a much 
more comfortable ride than the harsh springs of the rival Alfa Romeos, Bugattis and Maseratis. 

To resist the German challenge the Scuderia Ferrari had a team of 3.3-liter Alfa Romeos with twin 
driveshafts handled by Chiron, Varzi and Trossi. The Maseratis were driven by Zehender and Etancelin, 
and the 3.3-liter Bugattis were driven by Nuvolari, Benoist and Dreyfus. They were outclassed and the 

continued on page 62 


“Il barely made the tight S turn, swinging wildly left and right 
Fagioli, right behind me, hadn't a chance. He swung wide, went 
onto the grass, and finally ended up among the bushes on the bank.” 


Illustrated by Carlo Demand 
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Designer-builder Jerry Woodward (left) and MT Technical Editor Chuck Nerpel test three-wheeler on mountain roads of Utah. 


Photo Story by Charles Nerpel, Technical Editor 


| pare wooowakrb, 27-year-old motor enthusiast and partner 
with his father in an auto glass business in Provo, Utah, 
has designed and built a three-wheeled automobile to prove 
to himself a theory he had been thinking about for some 
time. He had a 1950 Lincoln engine, bored to 341 cubic 
inches, with 1956 F-8 heads, Carter four-barrel carb, and 
sodium-cooled valves that he intended to install in a rear- 
engined, gas class dragster. The more he thought about it, 
the more he decided to build a rear-engined sports-type road 
machine with a special body. 

Knowing little about the three-wheel Morgan or the ill- 
fated Davis car, his dragstrip experience led him to believe 
that one front wheel was ample for the control of a powerful 
rear-engined machine with high rear axle load. Also, the 
prospect of three points in constant contact regardless of the 
road contour intrigued him enough to explore this approach 
toward an improved ride and better handling than possible 
with a conventional four-wheeled vehicle. 

By the time things got on paper, Jerry had conceived a 
three-wheeler, the single wheel the steerer in the front, with 
the engine in the rear driving through a 1950 Lincoln 
transmission into a swing axle, torsion bar suspension com- 
posed of 1947 Ford center section and driveshaft universal 
joints, and ’57 Chrysler 300-C torsion bars. 

The problem of creating a steerable front wheel without 
using a war surplus aircraft nose wheel was solved by a 
fork-type mount fabricated of steel; suspended with coil 
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springs, machined guides and Gabriel tubular shocks; and 
pivoting on a large ball bearing. The side thrust is supported 
by eccentric-adjusted ball bearings running in curved guides 
that match the steering arc. In his desire to secure a much 
shorter turning radius than necessary for the 133-inch wheel- 
base, he built such a turning angle into the front wheel that 
it was possible to get it into a position where hard braking 
with rather slow forward motion would turn the car over. He 
knows all about this because before installing front-wheel 
pivot stops that limit the turning circle to 45 feet, Jerry 
flipped the car over on himself. Rigid frame construction 
composed of 1947 Ford rails with 1%-inch by \%-inch wall 
tubing space frame and roll bar saved the young builder 
from injury. 


Test-driving the three-wheeled chassis over some of the 


winding canyon roads around Provo brought out some in- 
teresting features of such a suspension. The ratio between 
the 63-inch rear tread and the 133-inch wheelbase provides 
a rather long triangle and reduces the wobble so predomi- 
nant in three-wheelers of shorter wheelbase. Jerry’s “Vortex” 
(as he calls it) has most of the handling characteristics of a 
conventional four-wheeled vehicle with slight understeer 
about the same as domestic passenger cars. A 12-degree 
caster angle on the front wheel makes the car stable on fast 
straights without too much energy required for turning. The 
front wheel does “bank” slightly in the direction of a turn 
but the 8.00 by 15 Firestone super sport tire holds well, and 





He had a theory that 
three were better than four 


— so he built a car to prove it. 


there is no difficulty in changing steering direction. Diving 
into a corner and just shaving the road’s edge with the inside 
front wheel is not possible with this three-wheeler as the 
inside rear wheel will slip off the road if such technique is 
followed. 

Finding a deserted stretch of level road in this part of Utah 
was just about as difficult as handling the reverse-pattern, 
left-handed stick shift for acceleration tests, but we were able 
to record a time of 7.5 seconds for zero to 60 on slight uphill 
runs. The bite of the swing-axle-suspended 8.00 by 15 rear 
tires was so good that acceleration times were longer than 
would be possible with wheels that slipped a little. Popping 
the clutch on such terrific traction certainly cuts engine rpm’s 
no matter how high the revs. Speaking of clutches, the 
“Vortex” has a hydraulically actuated clutch with vacuum 
power assist that makes harsh clutching next to impossible. 
The dampening effect of the big Bendix vacuum units (used 
also on the brakes) allows smooth engagement even when 
the foot is snapped off the pedal. 

While most of the main components are Ford or Lincoln, 
a few parts are from other cars. Cooling is by thermostatically- 
controlled electric blowers pushing under-car air through a 

continued on page 52 


Radiator made from Nash core has separate header tank 
and electric blowers with engine thermostat control. 








Big 1950 Lincoln engine fits snugly behind seat. Engine- 
turned panel is part of airscoop for cooling radiator. 


Stock Ford, Lincoln and Chrysler parts were used to 
fabricate the swing-axle, torsion-bar rear suspension. 


Large diameter tubing is used to support single front 
wheel mounting, widen upper frame and body supports. 
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“_..the most beautiful toy 
ever built for grown-ups.” 


OW | KNOW WHAT IT FEELS LIKE to travel in a moon rocket: 

the noise, the surge of power, the acceleration, the con- 
fined space, the sensation of looking at the world from an 
unusual angle . .. and the difficulty of stopping. I got my in- 
troduction to the sensation of space travel the easy way, in 
what has been described as “The most beautiful toy ever built 
for grown-ups,” the Bialbero. To give it its full description, 
this “toy” is the Abarth-Fiat 750 with Zagato body and twin 
overhead camshaft engine. 

This tiny projectile is only hood-high to an Alfa Giulietta 
sedan, which itself is no windjammer. After the initial gym- 
nastics required to force an entry, the comfort is truly sur- 
prising. Adroitly shaped seats for two give support in all the 
right places. There was a clear two inches between my head 
and the roof. There is legroom for six-footers, but not an 
inch is wasted. 

Screaming down the Italian Autostrada enclosed in this 
tiny capsule was a unique motoring experience. Drivers 
of bigger cars rarely saw it coming up behind until I 
flashed the lights. It could be steered to an inch through 
gaps where nothing else could survive. If anyone tried to stay 
with it, he usually got left behind in a mile or two. It weighs 


a mere 1200 pounds ready to roll. Tucked away in th 
smoothly rounded tail is a little jewel of an engine that ru 
sweetly up to 8000 rpm and develops 62 bhp. The combina 
tion is irresistible; I tried two of them. One was a flaming red 
with a 4.55 axle, the other a shiny silver with a 4.33 final drive 
It was a holiday weekend and the Autostrada was choked 
with holiday traffic. Conditions could not have been worse 
for testing a fast car and with anything else I should hav 
given up. This fantastic little machine rocketed through th 
gaps in the traffic, almost unchecked. After checking thi 
speedometers, both of which were highly optimistic, some 
quick acceleration runs were made. The results are not of- 
fered as definitive performance figures because there was nd 
chance to take a sufficient number of runs, but they give fair 
indication of the amazing potential of this new Gran Turismo 
miniature. 
4.33 to 1 
3.9 sec. 


4.55 to 1 

3.2 sec. 

7.2 sec. 8.2 sec. 

10.3 sec. 11.5 sec. 

19 sec. 20 sec. 
continued on page 40 


0—30 mph 
0—50 mph 
0 —60 mph 
0—80 mph 


by Gordon Wilkins 


Going away is view most motorists will get of tiny rear- 
engined coupe which accelerates to 60 mph in just over 10 
seconds but is docile in traffic. Rear window is almost flat. 


+ 


Author tries Zagato-bodied, Abarth-modified Bialbero for size, 
finds it requires agility to enter but retains ample head- 
and legroom. Car stands hood-high to Alfa Giulietta sedan. 








Carlo Abarth, left, who converted Fiat 600 engine to twin-overhead-cam 750cc unit, explains horse- 
power testing to author. Engine develops 62 bhp, turns a smooth 8000 rpm without bending valves. 
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TESTING 
THE 
BIALBERO 


continued 

















































Abarth single-seat streamliner serves as test vehicle setting rec- 
ords on Monza with each new-type engine developed by firm. 





Piston, camshaft and crank for Abarth-Fiat 750 are carefully turned out to with- 
stand high revs. New pistons will be die-cast; this one has 9.5 to 1 compression. 





- 


Connecting rod refinements, right to left, from standard Fiat 600 to polished 
and lightened for Abarth production engines to grooved for twin-cam race engine. 
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Below 4000 rpm the engine ran 

smoothly enough, but it is not really get- 
ting to work. Above that figure the power 
comes in with such a rush that it needs a 
keen eye on the rev counter to prevent it 
from soaring over 8000. Normal gear- 
shifts are made at 7000. If you should 
miss a gear there is no great danger until 
you hit 8400. Then a valve is likely to 
caress a piston. The engine is incredibly 
smooth and sweet right through the 
range. Though no-one could pretend it is 
inaudible, the snarl from the twin tail- 
pipes, as the car rushes up and down 
through the gears, is music for the motor- 
ing-minded. 

Under the prevailing conditions it was 
not possible to get a series of uninter- 
rupted runs up to a genuine 100 mph, 
but it seems safe to say that 0— 100 
times should be around 40 seconds. 
Thanks to this staggering acceleration | 
was able to snatch a few readings over 
measured distances which showed a 
mean maximum speed of exactly 110 
mph. Given ideal conditions Carlo 
Abarth says it should do a genuine 112 
mph. 

Designed primarily as a competition 
car it is not particularly cheap (just 
under $3300 at the works), but it is more 
than just a temperamental racing ma- 
chine. It is docile enough to drive in 
town traffic. On winding roads its high 
performance and small size are a combi- 
nation which can defeat most owners of 
high powered sporting machinery. Steer- 
ing is sweet, quick and precise. There is 
a certain amount of oversteer. With the 
torque available at the rear wheels, tak- 
ing sharp corners is simply a matter of 
flicking the wheel and bringing the tail 
around with the throttle. 

The brakes are developed from those 
of the Fiat 600 which were designed for 
half the Abarth’s speed. Even with com- 
petition linings they could not be de- 
scribed as powerful. Putting them on at 
anything between 80 and 100 mph pro- 
duces a marked vibration from the front 
end but no other perceptible result. It 
takes some quick work with the gear 
lever if one needs to slow down quickly. 
The present brakes would probably 
serve for hillclimbs where this Abarth 
will be very hard to beat. Something 
more powerful is needed for circuit rac- 
ing and fast road driving. It would be 
relatively easy to fit more effective 
brakes, possibly discs, yet it remains to 
be seen whether the suspension would 
have to be stiffened as a result. 

Carlo Abarth has beaten tougher prob- 
lems than this one on brakes and he has 
the matter in hand. It is expected that 
the 750 Bialbero will be homologated as 
a Gran Turismo car in time for Sebring, 
where three of them are being entered, 
for the 12-hour endurance race, one 
to be shared by Cattini and Poltronieri 
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and another car by Sala and Baghetti. 

The engine is directly developed from 
the standard Fiat 600 unit on which 
Abarth worked wonders with their push- 
rods and long stroke crankshaft before 
turning to overhead camshafts to give 
him an extra 1000 revs. Much of the de- 
sign and development was done by a 
bearded young engineer, Luigi Guerrier, 
who until recently was with Bugatti. The 
standard Fiat 600 block is used with 
modified oil ways to provide a flow to the 
valve gear. The head is a Silumin (alu- 
minum-silicon) casting with inlet valves 
1.34-inch diameter and exhaust valves of 
1.18-inch. Valves are at 80-degrees in- 
cluded angle and are operated through 
piston-type tappets. The camshafts are 
enclosed by magnesium alloy covers. A 
counterbalanced crankshaft is made of 
the same steel as used by Alfa Romeo 
and runs in Vandervell copper-lead- 
indium bearings, but is not nitrided. The 
camshaft drive is in two stages. The first 
is the normal Fiat 2 to 1 reduction from 
the crankshaft to a stub shaft placed 
where the normal camshaft would be, 
and from there a second chain takes the 
drive to the two overhead camshafts. 

Standard Fiat 600 connecting rods are 
used but they are highly polished and 
lightened by 0.9 — 1.0 ounce. For racing 
engines there is an even lighter rod 
where a total of 2.3 ounces has been 
saved by turning curves around the eyes 
at each end. The present pistons give a 
compression ratio of 9.5 to 1 and eventu- 
ally more weight will be saved by using 
special die-cast pistons. It was quite a 
problem to find space for the two twin- 
choke downdraft Weber carburetors on 
the tiny cylinder head. They are mounted 
at an angle to the center line on short 
curved stub pipes. The angle between 
carburetor and engine center line is well 
within the limit recommended by Weber 
to prevent fuel surge away from the jets 
during acceleration. 

Past experience shows that Abarth 
horses do not appear for just a few sec- 
onds as a flash reading on the dyna- 
mometer; they are horses with sturdy 
legs that stay on the job through con- 
tinuous days and nights of punishment 
on the test track, for it has become the 
rule for every new-type Abarth engine to 
be put into one of his streamlined single 
seaters and sent for a long distance rec- 
ord attempt at Monza. The Abarth Fiat 
750 recently set up a new series of class 
records extending from 100 miles at 
127.332 mph through one hour at 
127.852 mph to 500 km at 128.490. 

Indications are that the 750ce twin- 
engine overhead cam engine should be 
giving 70 bhp before long. There is a 
project to install it ahead of the rear axle 
in a miniature roadster with tubular chas- 
sis. This should be a stupefying little ma- 
chine—dynamite in a small size stick. m1 





Engine carries two Weber dual-throat carburetors mounted at angle because of 
limited space. Two overhead camshafts drive valves set at 80-degree included angle. 


Twin-overhead-cam engine combines reliability with high performance. Currently 
62 horses, power may be boosted to 70 hp which should increase already amazing 
speeds. Engine pulled streamliner 128 mph, will get two-passenger coupe to 112. 
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STYLING CRITIQUE 


MEMO TO 


DETROIT: 


“LET GOOD TASTE BE 
THE STYLISTS’ GUIDE...’’ 


HOULD FORM FOLLOW FUNCTION? Frankly, we don’t believe 

that it has to in all design, but when it comes to cars, it’s 
a different story. After all, what are cars designed for, except 
to perform a function — take you from Point A to Point B in 
the most comfortable, most effective, most economical, or 
fastest way possible? 

Why then, can’t cars look like cars? Do they have to be 
designed to resemble the mood of the moment, which happens 
to be rockets blasting off into outer space? Why do we have 
to have cars that look like airplanes? Do designers of those 
products make them look like cars? 

Good design is not a hard thing to recognize. Nor does 
Moror TREND subscribe to the belief put forth by many that 
the public doesn’t know any better — that they would just 
as soon have a bad-looking car (if it’s a popular design) as a 
good-looking one. We believe that much of the reason for 
the poor sales of last year’s cars can be laid at the doorstep 
of the stylists (or those behind them dictating what must be 
designed). And neither do we believe that any sort of poll 
or research is going to produce the magic formula for “Fhe 
car that will outsell all others because it’s designed to appeal 
to the masses.” 

The motoring public (and that’s you and us) has much 
better taste than it is given credit for. We say this despite 
the fact that last year’s chromiest car (the 58 Oldsmobile) 
actually sold better than many of its “cleaner” competitors. 
It’s our belief that it sold in spite of all its chrome, and not 
because of it. Its sister car from Flint was just as much of an 
eyesore, yet it did not sell. 

To our way of thinking, there have been too few times in 
recent years when car manufacturers have had the courage 
to produce cars that were pleasing to look at. The 53 Stude- 
baker was one. The two-passenger Thunderbird and the 


1953 STUDEBAKER COUPE 





Chevrolet Nomad wagon were two others. The Chrysler 30) 
series (and a few of the other Chrysler products) were clean, 
as was the 57 Ford. But, we’d be hard pressed to come wp 
with others that are outstandingly clean in design. 

If it hadn’t been for labor and parts difficulties at the 
time of announcement of the “lithe, Loewy” Studebaker, it 
might have sold twice as well as it did. The T-Bird certainly 

all expectations. With the advent of Exner styling 
Chrysler zoomed from a paltry 13 per cent of the total market 
to nearly 20 per cent. And 1957 was the first year for as long 
as Ford people care to remember that Ford got back into 
first place in total sales. So, there must be some connection 
between good styling and good sales. 

Probably one of the basic reasons why Detroit cars are not 
the cleanest of designs is that they are mass-produced — and 
we don’t mean in terms of building them, but designing them 
Once a good design is arrived at, it’s no problem to pro- 
duce 10 more, or a million more. But, when too many people 
try to express their feelings as to how a certain car should 
look, and the stylists have to interpret this, and compromise 
with every touch of their pencil on paper and even apply 
the design to three or four other cars in the corporation, then 
the design can be just a stew — when it should be a steak. 

When the manufacturers let their designers style the cars 
with an unmistakable expression (just as you can 
invariably tell a Pinin Farina design from any other), and 
let good taste be their guide, then we think they will be on 
the right track once more. This year has seen more improve- 
ment in car styling than any year since 1955. To Moror 
TREND’s way of thinking, this movement is spearheaded by 
cars like the Pontiac and Buick. They are cleaner, more 
functional in design, and could well go down in history as 
“The car that led the revolt back to simplicity.” 











1955 CHEVROLET NOMAD TWO-DOOR STATION WAGON 


FERRARI 410 SUPERAMERICA (BODY BY PININ FARINA) 


1957 FORD FAIRLANE FOUR-DOOR SEDAN 
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Best-looking car, overall — 
BUICK INVICTA FOUR-DOOR HARDTOP 


Best completely integrated new design, with all elements 
styled for one basic concept . . . Canted headlights and hood 
lines give it a “poised for flight” look... Delta-wing 
fenders individualize rear.end, complement simple-circle 
functional ‘ail lights... Textural quality of grille does 
not overemphasize either vertical or horizontal lines — 
but blends ... Flat roofline, over “control tower” rear 
window, introduces another horizontal element to the look 
of fleetness in that plane ... Side trim accentuates the 
design’s best features . . . Represents greatest improvement 
over previous year’s design — cleaner lines, less chrome . . . 
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mom ...and selects “The Best-Looking Cars of ’59” 

















Photos by Bob D'Olivo and Colin Creitz 








Low lines and broad tread combine to give look. 

F of crouched agility ... Smooth, thin roofline... 

Best-looking sedan — Novel grille treatment accentuates width, yet at 

PONTIAC CATALINA TWO-DOOR same time is in lateral scale . . . Minimum of chrome 
used to provide tasteful accents... 
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T HE SELECTION of drawings and photographs on these pages 
is just a sampling of the material received completely 


” 


unsolicited from our readers. Each (except the “flaming 
convertible — a model by Revell) represents the desire of an 
individual to express himself in terms of automotive styling 
or designs. The black-and-white sketch represents Justin 
Pearson’s idea of the simplified type of car Detroit should 
be manufacturing. The rear-engine sedan (designed by N. 
Hamy) contains some interesting design aspects — particu- 
larly the seats and top. The small photograph shown below 
is a ’53 Lincoln Capri customized by Larry Bruensback. 

As it so happens, the drawings and photographs also repre- 
sent the three basic categories in MT’s newest design contest 
— Project IDEAS (which stands for Individual Dreamers En- 
courage Advance Styling) : 

1. Your own custom model car built from any Revell 

(or other make) kit. (The one shown here is one of 
three customizing kits presently being produced by 





Revell. Each has up to 94 accessories in the kit, allow- 
ing you to individualize your own model. ) 

2. Your own original automotive design sketch or detail 
drawing. This can be for a complete car or for one 
or more components. 

3. Photographs of an actual full-sized car that you have 
designed or customized. Again, this could be an en- 
tire car, or part of one. 

Entries will be accepted in any one of the above categories 
and will be judged in one of the following three classes: 
1) Senior Designer (open to all entrants), 2) Junior De- 
signer (open to any entrant aged 19 or under), and 3) Ap- 
prentice Designer (open to any entrant aged 13 or under). 

The best designs and ideas received will be published 
monthly in Motor Trenp. Prizes will also be awarded 
monthly in each of the above classes, regardless of the cate- 
gory entered. These will consist of Savings Bonds in the 
amounts of $100, $50, and $25. The best designs and ideas 
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FENGINE DISMOUNTED FROM UKDTANEAT# 


TO TELL DETROIT HOW TO DO IT! 


received throughout the remainder of 1959 will then be 
eligible for final judging toward the Annual Prizes of swim- 
ming pool, trip to Washington, D.C., and brake linings for 


your car for the rest of your life. 


Here’s your chance to let Detroit know how you think they 
should style or design their cars, and also ‘the opportunity 
to win a prize for your efforts. Get your entry in now! 


THE PRIZES 


MONTHLY 


Senior Designer Class 
$100 Savings Bond 


Junior Designer Class 
$ 50 Savings Bond 


Apprentice Designer Class 
$ 25 Savings Bond 


(Jointly awarded by Revell, Inc. and Motor Trend) 


AT 


END OF YEAR 


GRAND PRIZE 


2ND PLACE 


3RD PLACE 


A 


An 





: A 
16 x 32-foot swimming pool valued at $3500 
Talatiel-tmiakicolicohirera) 
all-expense-paid trip for two 
to Washington, D.C 
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Spacious, padded and covered trunk of the Lancia Flaminia 
includes a tool kit for necessary, on-the-spot servicing. 


THE LANCIA FLAMINIA 


F EVER THERE WAS A CAR that combines the features of a sports- 

car and a family car — and does great justice to each — it’s 
the Lancia Flaminia. Very often I’ve heard a prospective new 
car buyer say, “I want a sportscar, but... well, you know, 
the children. And we can’t afford two cars.” 

Of course, it all depends on how much money you have 
to spend on a car. When you're in the Flaminia’s price class 
(it was reduced late last year from $7460 to $5998), you 
actually could afford to have a sportscar — and a family 
car. But, neither one, nor both of them put together, could 
come anywhere near the quality of the Flaminia. Here is 
truly a luxury car, with more refinements than any two U. S. 
cars combined. 

Sample these: upholstery materials from the classics of 
yesteryear fitted over foam rubber padding; four electric 
windshield wipers on the rear window (two outside, two in- 
side); chrome fittings that use real chrome; pushbutton con- 
trols on the dash for the two rear vent windows (the only ones 
necessary to get good ventilation — along with the fresh air 
intakes); an absolute hushed tone with all the windows 
closed; with the $300 FM radio turned on, the feeling that 
you're sitting in your easy chair at home, enjoying hi-fi; a 
trunk that is completely padded with a rubberized panel 
over foam rubber on the floor; and, an engine compartment 
that’s as immaculate as the interior of most other cars. 

The Flaminia combines a smooth, comfortable ride with 
amazing cornering ability — a combination brought about 
by an unusual Lancia-patented suspension system. The rear 
suspension couples differential, transmission, and inboard- 
mounted brakes in one unit; there are swing axles to both 
wheels, independently sprung by semi-elliptic springs. If you 
want to have a preview of what Detroit will be doing in a 
matter of a few years, or even less, study this system. The 
pillar-type front suspension previously used has been re- 
placed by conventional wishbones. 

And also while Detroit still just continues to talk about it, 
Lancia & Co., Fabbrica Automobili of Torino, Italy has 
quietly been producing a V6 engine. The two banks of three 
cylinders are set at an included angle of 60 degrees and the 
block is extremely deep. Unlike the modern trend to over- 
square engines, the Lancia Flaminia has a stroke (3.42-inch) 
longer than the bore (3.12-inch): Cylinder capacity is 2451cc 
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(149.5 cubic inches), and with a compression ratio of 8.4 the 
engine delivers 118 hp at 5300 rpm. 

When you pull the hood release latch under the dash and 
step out to take a look at the engine you’d probably be over- 
whelmed at the immaculate compartment. I know if I had 
such a car, I wouldn’t say anything — but would wait for 
that astounded look on the other person’s face. I'd watch his 
look of amazement as he took in the crackled-finish valve 
covers, the accessibility of the carburetor, fuel pump, dis- 
tributor, plugs, and oil filter. I'd watch him nod approval at 
the battery being located away from engine heat, forward 
of the radiator (with a thermostatically-controlled shutter, in- 
cidentally). His disbelief that the fenderwells are padded, 
that the fuse box is out in plain sight and plainly marked, and 
that the engine sump is finned. I'd continue to watch his as- 
tonishment at the fact that you can drain the radiator from 
topside and that you can set the degree of stiffness (or soft- 
ness) of the shock absorbers. The longer you look at it, the 
more interesting things you find; it’s a real “goodie” engine. 

Your position behind the wheel can be made very com- 
fortable. You sit fairly high, have firm support for back and 
thighs, and whether short or tall you can see out over the 
wheel and hood. (The seatback reclines, too.) The pedals are 
small (those narrow Italian feet again!) but have enough room 
around them. The shift lever for the four-speed gearbox is 
never too far a reach in any of the gears. The instrument 
panel is well laid out, with two large dials that are easily read- 
able because they’re white on black and are in the natural 
line of sight. The left dial has the speedometer and other 
gauges; the right dial is the 5500-rpm tach. 

Riding in the rear seat you feel like you're being chauf- 
feured somewhere. You sink into the comfortable seats and 
don’t get thrown around, even on corners taken quite fast. 
With the center armrest folded up three could squeeze in, 
but it’s better for only two. With the front seat all the way 
back, there’s just enough legroom, plenty of footroom, and 
always good headroom. 

If you want comfort, distinction, appreciate unusual-ma- 
chinery, and have the money to buy a Cadillac Eldorado, 
take a long, hard look at the Lancia Flaminia. And even if 
you don’t have the money, take a look at it. I’m sure you'll 
be as impressed ag I am. /mat 
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Design and workmanship evident in V6__ Interior of the Lancia shouts quality from the finish of knobs and handles to the 
engine and compartment are real delight. soft, plush seats. Entry through wide-opening doors is easy both front and rear. 


Rear suspension combines transmission, differential, inboard - mounted 
brakes, swing axles. Two semi-elliptic springs (not shown) complete picture. 











Hand-rubbed maroon body finish adds 
to note of richness. Instrument 

panel (above right) was engineered 
from the ground up, contains many 
original Duesenberg instruments, even 
includes built-in accelerometer. 





Duesenberg for ’59 stands beside ’30 Model J coupe (with Judkins body). New height is 55 inches, compared to original 70. 


Double-overhead-cam straight eight was rebored to 435 cubic 50 Packard frame was beefed up with boxed side members, 
inches, develops 400 hp. Free-flow exhaust system was stock. “K” brace at front. Rear end has special leaf springs, shocks. 
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What a touch 
of modermzing magic 
will do for 
a ’30 Duesy coupe... 


by Dean Parker 


AYBE DUESENBERG ENTHUSIAST Mike Kollins was born 30 
M years too late. He vowed to own a “Duesy” the first time 
he saw one at the age of 12. When he was old enough to buy 
a car in the 1930s—the magnificent Model J’s were then in 
production—he couldn't afford one. By the time he could afford 
one, in 1951, the company was long gone. Besides, the surviving 
Duesenbergs were obsolete from the engineering standpoint. 

There was only one thing to do: Engineer and build a modern 
Duesenberg. Kollins’ job in the Engineering Dept. at Packard 
put him in a beautiful position to do just this. He was in close 
contact with auto engineers, stylists, sheet-metal men, parts sup- 
pliers, toolmakers—a million dollars’ worth of Detroit talent 
was at his fingertips. 

The project started with the purchase of a 1930 Duesenberg 
J coupe with Judkins body. Strangely enough, the only parts of 
this car that Kollins considered worthy of his “modern” Duesen- 
berg were the engine-clutch-transmission unit and the big 
radiator shell. He had always been fascinated by the brute power 
of. those 420 cubic inches, the double overhead camshafts, hemi- 
spherical combustion chambers, and the four valves per cylinder. 
His intention was to build a modern car around this engine. 

Anybody who has seen a Duesenberg J engine will appreciate 
the problem. It’s 54g. Kollins achieved a reasonable hood height 
of 42 inches (with eight-inch ground clearance) by relocating 
the distributor and generator drives . . . and he finally settled 
for a hood length of 75 inches! Additional engine modernization 


included 7.5 to | pistons, oversize valves, improved bearings, 
and four Carter side-draft carburetors on a special manifold. 
Output is estimated at 400 horsepower at 4200 rpm ( which, 
incidentally, gives pretty decent acceleration with the curb weight 
of only 4000 pounds ). 

The chassis is basically 1950 Packard, but with a considerable 
amount of re-engineering and modification. The frame was 
beefed up by engineers at the A.O. Smith Co.; rear suspension 
was fitted with special low-rate leaf springs, shock. mountings, 
and an anti-sway bar was worked in. Five sets of 3.23 to 1 gears 
were cut for the rear axle. The chrome wire wheels had been 
built by Motor Wheel for an early Packard Caribbean show car 
—at a cost of $1500 for the set. They were some of the first 
15-inch wire wheels manufactured in this country. The Bendix 
brakes, with 220 square inches of lining area, have adjustable 
vacuum assist. 

The body, completely hand-formed of steel and aluminum 
sheet by body men in the Detroit area, required four years to 
complete. Almost everything was built “from the ground up”— 
seat cushions, upholstery, top, instrument panel, underbody brac- 
ing, floor pan, etc. The basic idea of the styling theme was to 
gracefully combine the long classic hood and traditional Duesen 
berg radiator shell into the modern “envelope” body and fender 
theme—something like they tried to do on the Continental Mark 
II. It was a tough challenge, but this present-day Duesenberg 
could fit into the 59 market. 


(Regular departmental feature, CLASSICOMMENTS, appears on page 78.) 
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THREE-WHEELING 


The BIG book of one-of-a-kind continued from page 37 
SPOR THLARS | es eS a 


Air is scooped through the cooling core by 
the car's forward motion via curved ducts 


SPORTSCAR that also house the electric blowers. Should 


engine temperature reach 140° F, the blow- 
SPECIALS ers start automatically, a small green dash 
light indicating when they are operating. 
Includes Ken Miles’ rundown on his Total weight of the test chassis is 2520 
: macinles Diceneial B lan: pounds (1020 on the front wheel, 1500 on 
favorite specials; Pictorial Rounc uP; the rear wheels). Braking loads are naturally 
Bodywork—how Devin, Byers, higher on the front (a 1947 Ford wheel and 
. a , brake), but the car seems to do its share 
Alken etc. do it. PLUS Stirling Moss of stopping with the 1950 Lincoln brakes ae 
Dream Special. Crammed with | on the rear. Several hard stops from 65 mph A nex 
did not produce any noticeable fade, but we 
could detect a faint odor from the linings 





action shots, cutaway drawings, engine 


closeups, complete specifications— | and a wisp of smoke. Shifting of weight 

ae in stopping can cause the front wheels and 

tops for aficionados! | brakes to take as high as 75 per cent of 

a | the total weight, which is a pretty good 
HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS! burden for two wheels, much less one. 

Another problem with fork-type construc- 

| tion of single front wheels is tire changing 

TREND BOOKS 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. | and brake relining. Tubeless tires can 

a 75° | be repaired without’ demounting, but brake 

Enclosed find $ at 85¢ each (covers postage, etc.) repairs would require removing the wheel. 

Send me copies of SPORTSCAR SPECIALS. AT YOUR Body plans are rather unusual as thzy 

(TB-178) NEWSSTAND call for reworking 1950 Lincoln four-door 

lial TODAY! sedan body panels. The front of the Vortex 

| will be enclosed in a sectioned Lincoln rear 

ADDRESS (or mail this coupon) | deck and quarter panels. Doors wil! be the 

ZONI STATE rear doors from the Lincoln, and the rear 

will have an overall width of 77 inches, with 


"WHIS -PURR" SOUND Lincoln hood becoming the engine cumpart- 
ns 


ment hatch, and sectioned front fenders cov- 


ering the rear wheels. 
NEW HORSEPOWER "*F OUND” Jerry finally decided that a ‘58 Chrysler The 


windshield, turned upside down for greater 
5 : rentl 
backward tilt, would conform well a : 
tests 


fiberglass removable top. Current plans call 

asd gos for some unusual ideas concerning this top. a 

; As the car will be air conditioned, air — 

' | sealing is important to maintaining cooled a 

U f ET-TO he E ventilation without a huge refrigerating unit. wo 
HI-EFFICIENCY-FIBERGLASS PACKED I When attached, the top will contain the ‘ 
side and rear windows. Side windows are he 
removable but do not roll down. To facilitate Ave 
entry and exit, a hydraulic piston tilts the he 4 
top backward when either door is opened, Pric 
returning it and windows to a tight seal with one 


CITY 








cost 


side and windshield when closed. For open 
air touring the top can be removed or the AUT 


| elusive 
atthe E Yew side windows snapped out. yea 
TURBO-JET DIFFUSER > Except for those who desire something that 
a rf . Y really different and will take the time to 
Acceptable WHIS-PURR’ sound! werd learn to drive a three-wheeler, this type of 
Straight-thru muffler construction that really Dealer construction has no real advantage over con- 
delivers the full horsepower of your car! also has a 2 
Exclusive TURBO-JET DIFFUSER design complete 
eliminates back pressure . .. gives distinc- line of 
tive, smooth sound. Thermo-Dynamic Heat Dual and 
Flow for faster evaporation of corrosive ex- Header ing circle has to be limited for safety reasons 
haust acids lengthens muffler life. Systems mentioned earlier. 
; for all Jerry Woodward is no stranger to custom 
YOUR FAVORITE DEALER has a complete line of V-8's and cars. He won the 1957 “America’s Most 
low-cost, easy-to-install Quiet-tone Mufflers to fit 6-cyl. | Beautiful Roadster” award at the National 
all cars. See him today! p pureannne | Roadster Show in Oakland, Calif., with a 
car of his creation, and the current “Vortex” 
is just one of many idea cars he intends 
AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS to build. Should this one attract enough at- 
DEPT. MT-3, 2055 RUBY ST., MELROSE PARK, ILLINOIS tention when finished, he is prepared to 
build about 10 a year on order. /MT 


ventional four-wheeled vehicles. Parking, 
either backing or straight im, is about the 
same as with any other car, since the turn- 
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iF nueene IN NEW PRODUCTS 


Information below is based on news releases from the manufacturer or distributor. Motor Trend has 
not tested or necessarily endorsed the products. Tested items are featured in our Product Use Tests. 


cHAL ENTERPRISES of Hawthorne, Calif., 
have announced the availability of their all- 
new Speedway Model crash helmet. A lami- 
nated outer shell molded with layers of 
plastic-bonded nylon and _ fiberglass is 
stronger and lighter than previous models. 


FA new liner, composed of a fast-accelerating 


shock-absorbing material, laminated to a 
newly developed slow compression, slow re- 
bound, semi-rigid layer, increases comfort 


and protects against repeated major shocks. 


The new outer shell is one of the few cur- 
rently on the market that have survived the 
tests of being run over by the fast-turning 
stainless steel propellers of hydroplanes. 
Padded neckpiece and a snap-fastening chin 
strap with nylon web and friction buckle 
secure helmet comfortably. Large-size de- 
tachable visor and flip-back shield are extra- 
cost items. These helmets are distributed in 
the East by Birchard Sales Co., 449 S. 5th 
Ave., Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and in the West 
by Webco, Inc., 218 Main St., Venice, Calif. 
Prices are: $36 for the helmet, $2 for the 
visor, and $9.95 for the shield. 
AUTHENTIC PRINTS of aristocratic cars of 
years past can add a distinctive touch to 
that living room, den or office. The prints 
f original Leslie Saalburg paintings are re- 
produced in full vibrant colors, placed in 
typical and delightful period settings. Prices 
start at $5 for a set of six 10” x 12” prints. 
Free illustrated brochure may be had by 
writing the Long Island Auto Museum, 3 
Museum Sq., Southampton, N.Y. 


PLASTICON announces brand-new tops for the 
Thunderbird and Jaguar XK-150. Latest 
feature is the plastic foam headliner in white, 
gray, and pastel blue, that reduces noise, is 
spot-proof, and can be easily replaced if 
lamaged. Thunderbird top has enlarged and 
recessed rear window of curved shatterless 
plexiglass with rubber seal, a feature of 
all Plasticon tops. The regular line of tops 

Corvette, Austin-Healey. MG-A, MG-TD 


and TF, Porsche Speedster, Triumph, Mer- 
cedes, Alfa and others is still available. 
All tops are furnished in black prime coat 


with chrome-plated attaching hardware in- 
stalled. T-Bird and Jaguar tops are $225 
f.o.b. El Monte, Calif., with some of the 
smaller tops for the imports slightly less, 
but all have a $7 crating charge. Address 
queries or orders to Plasticon, 9721 Klinger- 
man St., El Monte, Calif. 

MOSS QUARTER AND HALF MIDJETS are midget 
versions of full-blown racing machines— 
built, engineered and tested by race car 
builders and drivers. The latest models fea- 
ture all-steel unitized frames, plus independ- 
ent torsion bar front suspension adjustable 
from inside the cockpit, rack and pinion 
steering, aluminum brakes, tempered fiber- 
glass bodies, and a choice of race-tuned en- 
All of safety features that can 


gines. the 


be put into a competition machine are in- 
cluded in Moss's latest creation for a fast- 
growing sport that attracts children and 
adults alike. Boys and girls from 3% to 15 
years old will fit nicely into the quarter size, 
and the half size will fit most Moms, Dads 
and teenagers. Available from Moss Engi- 
neering, 374 E. Beach Ave., Inglewood, 
Calif., the base f.o.b. price for the quarter 
model is $565 and the half size goes for $595. 


LITTLE KING DICK is a husky adjustable wrench 
that is small enough to reach that hard-to- 
get-at nut or bolt. It has a solid one-piece 
body with smooth tight action that opens 


jaws to a full 7-inch. Made with the same 
precision as its bigger brothers, this small 
English spanner is imported exclusively by 
Vilem B. Haan, Inc., 10305-07 Santa Monica 
Blvd., West Los Angeles 25, Calif. Price 
with real leather case is $3.95 postpaid. 


SPORT SPOKES by the Albert Frelich Co., 
5560 Pershing Ave., St. Louis 12, Mo., are 
heavy-gauge chrome-plated bolt-ons that give 
a wire wheel look to standard disc wheels. 
They are actually made of wire similar in 
size and position to real wire wheels and 
fit on any 15-inch wheel that uses a 
cap instead of a full cover. Small clips 


will 
hub 


| nl 

bolt into wheel slots and fasten the Sport 
Spokes securely. A set of four costs $9.95 
postpaid from the manufacturer. 
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MIT PRODUCT USE TESTS 


CONDUCTED BY CHARLES NERPEL TECHNICAL EDITOR 





LODGE SPARK PLUGS 


lye OF ENGLAND, who have been making spark plugs since 1904, 


have through the years of their existence 


aircraft and racing engines. They have also continued 
on their automotive 
zood a product for the price as is currently available in this highly 


advertised and competitive market 


about great increases in horsepower, or gasoline mileage. They do, 


are able to maintain engine power and per 
excellent materials and 


however, say that they 
formance longer per set of plugs, due to 


production quality control 





MOTOR TREND had seyeral sets of off-the-shelf 
standard Lodge automotive plugs of the type available for replace 
Plug life, 
under normal engine operation, falls off in efhciency as the elec- 
trodes start to erode from use. Lodge claims they are able to reduce 
using chromized electrodes, a flash plating process. These 


A small lip on the 


For testing 


ment units in all domestic and imported automobiles 


this by 
plugs also have a full floating captive gasket 
inside edge of the copper seal prevents it from falling off during 
installation and still allows it to center and seat properly without 
crimping or binding 

One of the cars used frequently by MOTOR TREND for testing 
various products, a 190 Mercedes, was selected for plug tests be- 
cause of the high plug electrode erosion caused by the resistors in 
the ignition circuit. The high tension lead and each plug wire from 
the distributor have built-in resistors to reduce radio receiver inter- 
regapping every 3000 miles, or 
hard starting and poor fuel economy will result. This car gets a 


ference. The stock plugs require 
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developed plugs for 
research 
plugs to produce what they believe to be as 


They make no fantastic claims 


lot of fast highway driving, sometimes close to 700 miles a week 

Here is a good fast way to check out plugs, which is one of th 
reasons we like to use this particular engine for this purpose. TI 
test plugs were pulled once a week for visual examination and ga; 
measurement. At 3000 miles electrode edges were still sharp, an 
the gap was still at the original setting. Center insulator showe 
the proper heat range for the fuel mixture, with no signs of fouling 
This engine has 60,090 miles on it and has not been ringed or bored 

A Formula II] racing car that we play with a lot and race occa 
sionally is powered with a very wild alcohol-burning one-cylinde: 


engine that requires very cold heat range plugs. We use Lodge 
racing plugs in a complete set of heat ranges to suit various cli 
matic conditions and fuel mixtures, and we have been using the 
same set for several seasons with no measurable electrode erosion 

From our experience with actual use of these plugs under severe 
conditions, the Lodge standard and racing plugs are quality products 
that meet the manufacturer's claims. They are available throughout 
the world and are distributed in the United States by the Lodg« 
Spark Plug Co., 401 E. Washington Blvd., Los Angeles 15. Stand 
ard plugs retail for $1.10 each, and racing plugs vary in price 

The Lodge Co. maintains an information service for racing at 
special application plugs and can advise plug type if they receive 
the following information: type of engine and supercharger, 
any, size of plug thread diameter and length, type of cooling, con 
pression ratio, type of fuel and type of competition. 

Lodge also makes three pointed and extra-range silver plugs for 
stock replacement that MOTOR TREND will test in the near futur 
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The reports below are based on actual tests by MOTOR 
TREND’S staff, and when necessary, on observation 
and control of outside test facilities and laboratory 
analysis. MOTOR TREND’S seal of approval appearing 
with the test report or in any future advertising 

of the specific item tested by us, means that the product 











TRACTION - 
MASTER 
SHOCK 
ABSORBERS 








stabilizer unit has successfully eliminated 
ixle windup and body sway on thousands 
of satisfied customers’ cars, is now manu- 
facturing and marketing tubular hydraulic 
shock absorbers. In addition to a complete 
line of rugged shocks for all domestic cars 
and most of the imports, they also have a 
complete line for competition and high-speed 

When we asked to see a cutaway to ex- 
amine the interior construction, they had no 
painted unit for this 


i» TRACTION-MASTER CO., whose rear axle 


fancy chromed and 
purpose. Instead, they pulled one at random 
off the stock shelf and went to work on 
it with a hack saw. In a few minutes the 
cuts had been made, the fluid drained, and 
the innards exposed for our inspection. 
The inner chamber of the double-chamber 
unit houses a husky piston that rides in the 
b in a tight but smoothly honed fit. 


barrel 


has lived up to the manufacturer’s claims for it. 


~A set of standard 50-50 units was in 
stalled fore and aft on a ‘55 Dodge sedan 
that had had excellent care and whose own 
er thought it “rode pretty Frankly, 
while this car had less than 50,000 miles 
and was still on the original shocks, 


good “a 


on itt 
they were not doing much good any more 
With the Traction-Master shocks we noticed 
a much more stable ride, slightly harder 
than before, but with greatly improved 
handling and practically no dip on heavy 
braking. The owner, who knew little about 
shocks and their effects on ride and han- 
dling, was amazed to find that the car he 
had babied for so many miles now rode 
better and was more stable than when new. 

Porsche, with that wonderful trailing 
arm - swing axle - torsion bar suspension, 
is pretty sensitive to the type of shocks that 
are used on it. A set of regular Traction- 
shocks, were 





Masters, replacing the stock 
easily installed and we were off on a test 
run. Ride was slightly harder than with the 
stock dampeners but we were running high 


way pressures in the tires. Reducing the tire 


wheel removal 


Replacement unit 


give 


pressure to that recommended for city driv 
ing just about equaled the ride of the old 
shocks 

Back on the highway and with the tires 
up to highway pressures, we tried some fast 
cornering on rough roads, sticking that in 
side front wheel right into the bumpy r 
edge. This usually produces quite a bounce 
on the lightly loaded wheel, but we coul. 
not get this to happen with the new shocks 
On smooth, high-speed turns even the nor 
mal slight lean was reduced, as was the 
slight oversteer that occurs with swing axles 











Shocks fit stock Porsche 


Mares 


for 
firmer ride and 





Generous valves and spiral fluid dampener 
grooves in the outer case are well 
and the piston rod is husky. These are sealed MT 2917 W. 
units and not demountable for repair, but geles 6, will be 


this hardly seems necessary as they have a_ high-speed and 


50,000-mile guarantee standard units sell 


PLASTIC STEEL 


penny STEEL, a fast-setting liquid mixture composed of 80 per 
cent finely pulverized steel particles and 20 per cent air curing 
bonding material, is a product of the Devcon Corp., Danvers, Mass 
Used in industry for filling holes that have been incorrectly drilled, 
and making plastic and rubber molds, Plastic Steel is now available 
in small quantities for home use. 

The home package contains a quantity of the material and a 
small vial of hardening agent, exactly the right amount to treat 
ill of the Plastic Steel in the package. Once mixed, the Plastic Steel 
takes on a putty-like consistency that can be worked with a spatula 
or similar tool. It must be used within 20 minutes after mixing, 
as it starts to harden beyond that time. It is possible to divide the 
material and the hardening agent into equal parts if a smaller 
quantity is desired. It keeps indefinitely until mixed, after which it 
must be used within the specified time and cannot be stored, as it 
will set quickly, even under water. 


made The boys at Traction-Master Co., Dept. 
Olympic 
happy 
competition 


Blvd., Los An 
tO quote prices on 
models the 
$13.85 each 





One of the hardest things to bond to is aluminum, and as it is 
a rather soft metal it is great for thread stripping. We drilled a 
14-inch hole in a bar of 24-ST aluminum, cleaned the cutting oil 
out of it and proceeded to refill it with Plastic Steel. To prevent 
the liquid material from running out the bottom, a piece of card 
board was placed over the hole and filling was done from the top 
with the blade of a screwdriver. The hole was carefully tilled t 
avoid air bubbles and packed slightly over the top just in case 
shrinkage pulled it in. 

After two hours at normal room temperature the material was 
hard enough to work. Our built-up area at the top of the hole 
showed no signs of shrinking and was easily filed off. Peeling the 
cardboard off the bottom revealed no shrinkage and was so even 
with the original surface it required no smoothing other than 
lightly sanding off the remnants of the cardboard. The filled hole 
was then drilled and tapped for !4-20, and a slotted screw of the 
same size screwed into the hole 

Using a bushing to put the pressure around the outside of the 
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continued 


hole and exert a lot of pull on the threads, we were able to 
tighten the screw to the limit of our strength with a screwdriver 
without pulling the threads. Increasing bushing thickness until 
there were only five threads of the screw in the hole, we repeated 
the operation without a sign of thread stripping or pulling the 
Plastic Steel plug from the hole 

Ihe product is sensitive to oil and grease and will not stick to 
surfaces that are not absolutely clean. This can be used to advan- 
tage, especially if a tapped hole is required and there is no tap 
available. If the stripped hole is filled with the material and the 
desired bolt is coated lightly but well into the threads with grease 
before insertion, the Plastic Steel will set up and hold around the 
threads but still allow the bolt to be unscrewed. 

Automotive and shop uses are only part of the wide variety 
of problems that can be solved by this product. Around the house 
it is invaluable for tightening up loose pot handles and stripped- 
out drawer and door handles 







eo 
\ 


(MOTORETREND/ 


OQ” OF THE MOST INTERESTING and gratify- 
ing use tests we have performed in a 
long time was the assembly of Heathkit's 
do-it-yourself electric tachometer. If one can 
visualize an electronic jigsaw puzzle, with 
each part and procedure so well marked and 
explained that it can be assembled in one 
evening at home with a few hand tools 
and a soldering iron—that is the Model 
Tt-l tachometer. 


outboard, two- or four-cycle, two, four, six which indicates rpms. 


or eight cylinders, coil or magneto ignition, 
the two-unit instrument can be adapted to 
automobiles or engine test panels. Included 
in the kit are a moisture- and fungus-proofing 
solution and a 110-volt, 60-cycle neon lamp 
calibrator for setting the instrument for 
varying stroke cycles and number of cylin 
ders and maintaining its accuracy during use 

A choice of two circuits, one for six- and 
12-volt operation, the other for 24- and 32 
volt use, is supplied. This allows the builder 
to cover just about any application he desires 
Battery voltage is necessary to operate the 
multi-vibrator and the meter amplifier, but 
current drain for these functions is so low 
that a dry cell lantern or fence battery will 
operate the unit for a long time 

The greatest advantage of the Heath 
Electronic Tachometer is the ease with which 
the speed of an engine can be measured 
The only connection with the engine is a 
clip which fastens to the high ‘tension lead 
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[iad propuct use tests 





HEATH ELECTRONIC TACHOMETER 


from the ignition coil. It is not even neces- 
sary to make a metal-to-metal connection, 
as the clip will pick up the high tension 
impulses coming through the insulation. volts with the alternate wiring for these 

For magneto ignitions, the clip is fas- 
tened to one of the spark plug leads. Igni- 
tion pulses picked up by the wire clamped 
to the high tension lead are fed into a bi- 
stable multi-vibrator that utilizes two ger- 
manium transistors. The output of the multi 
the instrument meter 
another germanium in materials, workmanship and _ operation 


vibrator is fed into 
amplifier that uses 
transistor. Boiled down to simple language, 
here is what happens: 

As the speed of the engine increases, more 
impulses are fed into the pickup unit. These 
pulses cause more current to flow through 
Designed primarily for boats, inboard or the meter amplifier and the meter itself 
A voltage regulator 


























It should not be used where it is subjected to high heat such 
as in exhaust manifolds or the bottoms of pans or skillets, as the 
manufacturer warns against exposing it to temperatures exceeding 
300° F. The package shown sells for 98c and is available in variety 
and hardware stores and some supermarkets, which often sell two 
packages for $1.89 








built into the unit controls battery voltage 
so that it may be used on six or 12 volts 
without any circuit changes, or 24 or 32 


voltages. 

The only tools you'll need are a screw- 
driver, long nose pliers, small cutters, pen 
knife, a soldering iron with a small tip, 
and most important, resin core radio solder. 
The latter is not furnished in the kit, but 
Heath’s wonderful warranty against defects 


does not apply if acid core solder or paste 
fluxes are used. 

For a fine instrument with a variety of 
applications, the Heath Electronic Tachom- 
eter is not only fun to build but a terrific 
buy at $25.95 f.o.b. from Heath Co., Ben- 
ton Harbor, Mich. 
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TIME: November 19 to 20. PLACE: international Stock Car 
Speedway, Riverside, California. PURPOSE: to petermine the car 
best suited to the tough, rigorous demands of service with the California 


Highway Patrol. RESULT: 331 New Dod 


Pursuits join the California Highway Patrol. 


ena 








DODGE Performance Proves Itself! 


The men responsible for specifying the patrol selves. Here are the results of the competitive 
ears for the California Highway Patrol don’t tests they ran this year in determining which 
guess about performance, they test for them- car to select for their official use. 


ACCELERATION TESTS 


Test No. 1—Quarter Mile Standing Start 
lst—Dodge averaging 86.89 mph. 


Test No. 2—Quarter Mile Flying Start at 50 mph. 
1lst—Dodge averaging 91.24 mph. 


Test No. 3—One Mile Standing Start 
lst—Dodge averaging 117 mph. 
Test No. 4—One Mile Flying Start at 50 mph. If you're looking for a car that not only looks like a 
—Dod aging 122 h. dream in the driveway, but handles like a dream on 
Soe SHES —_ the road as well, see your nearby Dodge Dealer. 
He’ll be glad to show you one in your choice of 
BRAKING TESTS colors, body styles and accessories. There are six 
: . ; ‘ engine options to choose from, but that great 
Shortest stopping distance in a panic stop from 60 mph. handling, braking and cornering is standard on 
1lst—Dodge every model. 


SEE - DRIVE - TEST - the 59 DODGE 
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by Bill Callahan Detroit Edtior 


the 1959 “I 
series. For those who have the $5318-plus (or dream like we do), 


HRYSLER’S 300 SERIES always has been a rather torrid line, but 
series moves even quicker than the 1958 “D” 


we would like to pass on these driver reactions. Certain allowances 
should be made for the fact that Detroit weather has not been 
conducive to accuracy in road testing. Even where snow had 
vanished, a residue of salt served as a fairly good tire lubricant 

For sheer driving tun the 300-E, despite its size, is difficult to 
match. It is hard sprung and surefooted. Steering is fast, with 31% 
turns lock-to-lock. The car has a fascinating faculty of going exactly 
where you aim it. Cornering on flat turns is real fun. The power 
booster reduces steering effort to a minimum, yet a good feel of 
the road is retained. The 251 square inches of braking surface 
provide positive stopping with good fade resistance, and the 
suspension eliminates diving on hard braking effort 

Performance of the 300-E tops its predecessor by a good margin. 
Our speedometer check showed the reading right on the ball at 
iS it read 47 and at true 60 it was only three 
[his is about as close as most speedos run. The 300-E 
this year weighs a little over 4300 pounds at the curb. The big 
$80-hp engine (with 10.1 to | compression, improved TorqueF lite 


0 mph, at true 


miles fast 


transmission and 3.31 to | rear end) handles this poundage with 


no difficulty at all 


Despite bad weather we were able to turn in some very good 
acceleration times. In one category—zero to 60—we did better than 
Chrysler Engineering claimed. Our average for the best four of eight 
runs was 8.2 seconds, while Chrysler claims only 8.3. In the 45 to 
60 range we showed an average of 2.6 seconds. From 50 to 80 
our average was 6.9 seconds. Chrysler Engineering comparative 
figures between the 300-D and 300-E are: 0 to 30 for the D was 3.7 
seconds for the D 
and &.3 for the E; 0 to 90 tor the D was 20.6 seconds against 17.6 
tor the I 

The interior of the 300-E is tastefully done in natural color 
embossed leather, perforated to permit breathing. The headliner is 
plain natural leather. The front seats, divided by a _ fold-down 
armrest, are modified bucket types which offer excellent comfort. 
The rear seating is so-so. Visibility all around is excellent. 

On the minus side we would say the 300-E is a little too light 
in the rear, resulting in wheelspin even on dry pavement when 
pressure is applied. It does not affect directional control. This 
could be helped also by the addition of a limited-slip differential. 
Instruments are easily read as placed but we prefer locating the 
speedometer in the center of the panel rather than at the left. 
A drop-down center armrest in the rear might be desirable. The 
300-E—for the purpose it is designed—is hard to beat. 


seconds against 3.4 for the E: 0 to 60 was 9.7 
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When it comes to an 


ENGINE TUNE-UP 


... what can you expect for your money ? 


by William Carroll 


men ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE | KNOW who walk and read with- 
out bumping a nose on the nearest tree. This was proved a couple 
weeks ago when our mailman, Art, threaded his way from house to 
house with my copy of MOTOR TREND under his nose. I had my car 
in the driveway, putting on new wiper blades. Art loaded my mail- 
box with its usual collection, finished reading, put MOTOR TREND 
into the box and started next door before he noticed I was silently 
applauding his performance. 

“Hi! Bill,” he said. “How's things going? Say, that was a good 
story on buying cars you wrote. But it left us guys with transporta- 
tion wheels out in the cold.’ 

“You're not so far out,” I tell him. “There are plenty of places 
that'll do a good job of keeping an older car at peak performance.” 

‘That's what you think,” Art says. “A couple of weeks ago 
| had my car tuned and it doesn’t work any better than before.” 

“What do you expect for your money?” 

Who knows? You tell me, Bill. What should a guy get when 
he spends money to have his engine tuned? Most of my friends 
aren't quite sure what a mechanic should be doing, and I’m not 


much smarter 


“COME HERE FOR A MINUTE,” | reply, ‘and we'll pop the hood of 
my car. I'll show you what it takes to tune an engine.” I unlatch 
the hood while Art plunks his mail sack in the driveway to relax 
an aching back. “Everyone knows what spark plugs are, and they 
are the first things a mechanic should check. He should unscrew them 
and, if not obviously worn beyond repair, clean, adjust and test each 
plug individually. The sequence is important, for if he tests a plug 
as it comes out of the engine, it may not function at all. Then you 
spring for a new set of plugs when only regapping and cleaning 
were necessary. While the plugs are out, he sticks a ‘Compression 
Tester’ against the spark plug hole, and spins the engine with the 
starter. The gauge is a large edition of a tire gauge and measures 
the amount of air pressure inside the engine. What's important 
here is that the cylinders be within 10 or 15 pounds of each other. 
If they're not, the world’s best mechanic couldn't possibly tune the 
engine 

Why, doggone that guy! He didn’t do either thing for me,” 
Art says. “What a dirty trick! The mechanic took my plugs out, said 
they were dirty and sold me a whole new set. He didn’t even try 
to clean or test them 

Sure, | know that’s done, and you can't blame him either. Profit 
on a set of new plugs is about four times the profit for cleaning 
The only thing any of us can do is make sure plugs are tested 
before rejection. Come around on this side, Art. You know what 
the carburetor is? That part of the engine underneath it is called the 
intake manifold. Nuts and bolts holding the carburetor to the intake 
manifold, and manifold to the engine, should be tightened. Other- 
wise your engine may run unevenly. Next, a good tune-up man checks 
and adjusts tension of all drive belts. You can see the power steering 
belt and generator water pump belt. Each should be adjusted before 
anything’ else is done.” 

Art leans forward, grabs the generator belt and gives an experi- 
mental tug to get an idea of how stiff it should be. “What does he 


do next, Bill?” 


“CLEAN BATTERY CABLES, TIGHTEN TERMINALS, and grease or oil the 
battery posts. Some cars have a felt washer under the terminal, 
which should be oiled to prevent corrosion. If you've been bothered 
by a slow turning starter, ask him to check the battery charge. Here, 
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at the back of the engine is the distributor—a mighty important 
little gadget. It’s usually on top of V8's or at the side of sixes. 

“Sure, | know what that is,” Art says, “but won't I get a shock 
by touching the wires?” 

“Not unless the key is on. Of course if you pull any of the wires 
out you'll really have trouble, as it takes figuring to install them in 
the proper sequence. Your good tune-up mechanic takes the cap 
off, which lifts with all the fat rubber wires going to spark plugs, 
and adjusts or replaces the breaker points, or condensers. For thit 
matter both are inexpensive and most mechanics replace them every 
10,000 miles as a matter of habit. Unfortunately, few men take the 
time to wipe inside of the distributor cap with a clean dry rag. This 
is fairly important, because dirt inside the cap steals current from the 
spark plugs. After cleaning and replacing the distributor cap he 
should make sure all spark plug wires are pushed in tight. 

“Down here in front of the engine, Art, you'll notice the fuel 
pump. If the pump on your car has a little glass bowl on the 
bottom, or there’s a bowl in the fuel line to the carburetor, your 
mechanic should remove and clean the bowl. It collects a lot of 
water and dirt within a few months. 

“Now that basic adjustments are made, the next operation is 
clipping the flashing light to a spark plug wire and adjusting the 
ignition timing. It should be set to factory specifications listed as 
‘Degrees of Advance, unless your car is more than three or four 
years old. Such cars may be run a few extra degrees beyond factory 
recommendations, because of the recently improved octane quality 
of gasoline.” 

“Is it necessary to warm the engine to set ignition timing?” Art 
wants to know. 

“No, but it is necessary before you adjust the carburetor. In fact 
some manufacturers advise that engines be run at least 20 minutes, 
before final tuning.” 

“That's longer than my mechanic took for the whole job,” Art 
replies. 


“KEEP IN MIND WE’RE TALKING ABOUT the best job, not the tune-ups 
most of us pay for,” I tell him. “While the engine is running, the 
speed at which it idles should be set to factory specifications. Then 
a mechanic adjusts the idle needles, which stick out from the base 
of the carburetor, so the engine runs smoothly at recommended 
speed. If valve adjustment is required this is taken care of now, as 
is checking manifold vacuum. 

“To check vacuum a mechanic uses another large gauge, somewhat 
like that used to make a compression test, and plugs its rubber 
hose onto the windshield wiper suction fitting or similar attachment 
on the intake manifold. While the engine is running this little 
meter needle scoots around the dial depending on how far the 
throttle is opened. With the engine idling at factory specified speed 
the meter should read fairly high. If it doesn’t, your good tune-up 
man will begin to look for trouble in the valves or fuel intake 
system. 

“Now, Art, over here on the right side of the engine way down 
underneath the exhaust manifold is the exhaust gas control valve. 
Almost every car has these gadgets hung on one side or the other. 
They're important and should swing freely at all times.” 

Art reaches down and grabs the valve counter-weight. “This doesn’t 
move, Bill,’ he says, “I can’t wiggle it at all.” 

“You're kidding.” I go over and grab the weight. Darned if it 
isn’t stuck. 

“This is great, Art. I'm telling you what should be done to your 
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ar and here mine has a stuck valve.” I go into the garage, find 


| can filled with kerosene and with a few squirts free the valve 
so Art can see how it works. 


“THE LAST THING NECESSARY for a decent tune-up is inspecting the 
ing system for leaks. You can look around, here—where hoses 
ft on the engine—and see if there is any water or anti-freeze coming 
And take off the radiator cap to see if there is any rust or oil 
1 the water.” 

This I understand,” Art says. “and I'll use your comments to 
make a list of procedures, which most good mechanics follow. But 
how can I check up to determine if he’s done a good job?” 

Drive it,” I tell him. “Take your car out and give it a road test.” 

Oh, this is great! I know how a mailman’s feet should feel but 
how do I tell anything about car operation?” 

It’s not too difficult. Take your car where there's little traffic, drive 
it low speed and observe engine performance. When you hold the 
throttle steady see if the speed remains even and smooth, or if the 
engine appears to run fast and slow though you don’t move your 

ot. Uneven running usually means carburetion is not properly set. 

How does the car accelerate when you push the throttle halfway 

the floor? Does the engine gain speed smoothly or does it buck 
ind make a lot of noise? When you're cruising at 50 miles an hour 
joes the car run smoothly with the engine temperature needle 
remaining in the middle of the dial? 

Finally, make a fairly fast stop to see if the engine stalls or 
begins to surge as gasoline sloshes back and forth inside the car- 
buretor. Take a fast corner to both right and left to see if the 
engine dies or begins to sputter. Changes in engine operation when 
the car stops or corners are the result of faulty carb. retor float level 


settings.” 


Y YN 
TUM 


i" 


“I can do that, Bill. Is there anything else that makes sense?” 

“Yes, several things. First, don’t be ashamed to watch your 
mechanic and ask questions as he goes along. Good men appreciate 
intelligent interest in their work and are glad to explain what 
they are doing. A grease monkey who gives you the brush-off is also 
trying to pull the wool over your eyes by doing a lousy job or 
installing things that aren't needed. 

"Some of our largest cities are plagued with smog or heavy 
concentrations of dust and smoke,” I continue, “and I’m convinced 
that under such conditions, an occasional carburetor cleaning with 
solvent solutions is a pretty good idea. I’m not thinking so much 
of stuff poured through the carburetor to clean an engine, as I am 
of carburetor cleaners fed through the gasoline line. Dirt and junk 
in the air have a tendency to clog tiny carburetor jets, and solvents 
or cleaners will unplug them.” 


“WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE between a ‘Minor’ and a ‘Major’ tune-up, 
Bill?”” Art wants to know. 

“Quite a bit. How about making a list?” 

Art pulls out a notebook and writes down the sequence of “Minor 
tune-up” procedures: Plugs, compression test, tighten intake manifold, 
adjust drive belts, clean and tighten battery connections, service 
distributor points, clean distributor cap, clean fuel filter, check 
and adjust ignition timing, adjust idle speed and idle mixture 
For a “Major tune-up” he adds: Adjust valves if required, check 
manifold vacuum, free exhaust control valve, check cooling system 
for leaks, and road test. 

“That's not a big list, Bill. At least I'll know for sure whether 
the mechanic's giving me a good job or not. Thanks for the time 

Art shifts his load to a comfortable spot and starts next door 
while I complete the installation of the wiper blades. /MT 
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All NEW inside ond out. Unceasing research at McHal has developed IMPOSSIBLE VICTORY 


the finest shell available. A combination of nylon and fibreglass boat- 


cloth give unheard of strength, yet this tough shell is 8 ounces lighter P f 
rom 4 
than others. The New, bigger detachable visor provides more shade. continued fro page 3 
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Prof. Edward Dye of Cornell University, the man with more experience mechanics were working on them up to; 
in impact research than any other person makes this most important | last minute. So when the cars were para 
statement; “When the head strikes a contact surface it must VERY RAPID- p ‘ ‘ 

LY accelerate that materiol with which it makes contact.” McHal has before the start on a track shimmering 
gone one step further by laminating a fast accelerating, shock absorb- the hot sunshine, 80,000 Frenchmen hop 


ing materidi—a US Rubber Co. product known as “Ensolite,” with a I ; 1. led h h 
newly developed, slow compression, slow rebound, semi-rigid, shock for the DEST, ut concedec that the 


absorbing material we call X1004. The combination of these two mate- seemed strong in favor of a German Victor 
rials offer comfort, ease of minor shocks, and take repeated major shocks : . ‘ mas 
without breaking down the liner materials. The padded neck curtain The evening before the race, Chiron we 
gives still more protection and greater stability at high speeds. The home early, tired after a week of hard pr, 
McHal Speedway is the safest helmet for use in competition at this time tice driving. 

latest in the line «2 all new Standard sizes are 6% to 7 —special sizes on request pd ‘ 

= After relaxing in a hot bath to get 


of the tension built up by bracing mys 
against the shocks from’ the rough cir 
and the hard suspension of the car,” he sa 
] stretched out on my bed and reached | 
the evening paper. My eye fell on a big hea 
line about an interview with von Brauchits 
who had declared, ‘We shall win tomorr 


The “Trophy” Flip-Back Shield is also adapt- , ‘ 
able to the New Speedway. For greater pro- ’ 4 because we are the strongest team. 


McHAL Enterprises tection, the latest lens is constructed of .080” “a ‘] was so mad that I could hardly eat « 
725 WN. PRAIRIE AVENUE thickness, non-shatterable plastic. The unique : . . . aly afte 
HAWTHORNE 3, CALIFORNIA mounting of the shield puts the hinge axis ner and | went to bed immediately afterwar 
bolts completely outside the helmet for greater . For the first time in my career | had a tho; 
prétection of the wearer P oughly disturbed night. I kept waking 
and | was in a mood of black depression ove 


eastern distributor western distributor tilted 5 neil - sala ae 
BIRCHARD SALES CO. WEBCO, INC. c St. j a t 


449 south fifth avenue 918 cacin ctveet rested to face a race as tough as this 310-mi 


gyjnd at Montlhéry against the best driver 
of the day, so I went along to have a mas 
sage, hoping it would calm my nerves 

{ worked so well that | fell asleep in th 
middle of it. When I awoke I felt like 
new man 


mount vernon, new york venice, california 





“1 GOT SOME FRIENDS to drive me 


Montlhéry so as not to get excited again. A 

G OT IT ? G FT IT! soon as I arrived at the Chateau de St. Ei 

° * . trope, which was our team headquarters, th 

chief mechanic, who was also Commendatore 

SPORTSCAR SPECIALS Ferrari's right-hand man, gathered the driver 

together. He told me that I was to hold back 

and let Varzi set the pace. This was because 

my engine had just had some emergenc 

repairs and was not expected to last the dis 

tance. I retorted “Today I'm on my _ home 

ground and whatever happens I'm going t 
take my chance.’ 


“He threatened to report me to the Patron 

| but I was determined to play it my way. The 

the bocar! opposition acted as a stimulant and I was 
° tensed up, faring to go. So tense in fact that 


] jumped the start! 
AVAILABLE WITH “In those days, places on the grid were 
( decided by ballot and not by practice lap 
times. Stuck (Auto Union) and Varzi (Alfa 
frame . ee 

: Romeo) were in the first row, with Carrac 

e torsion trailing ¢ ciola (Mercedes) and Momberger (Aut 
links ‘ Union) behind them. | was in the third row 
j with Nuvolari and Benoist (Bugattis), and 

behind us were ranged Dreyfus ( Bugatti 
Trossi (Alfa Romeo), Brauchitsch (Mer 
cedes), Zehender (Maserati), Etancelin 

foil: Senver, Calersaa $5 ce] 8° (Maserati) and Fagioli (Mercedes). 

‘After the customary words of advice from 

The sensational new BOCAR body the Clerk of the Course, I realized that the 
for the enthusiast who demands race was going to be started by some member 
the best features, the ultimate in of the government—a minister I think he 


: . : was—and it we N ing ; : 
design, style and engineering. ‘ ent without saying that the 
start would be badly given; it always seems 


Designed and Manufactured by to be when public personalities are entrusted 


Bocar Manufacturing Co. with the job. So I went to see Fourreau, the 


1240 HARLAN STREET, DENVER, COLORADO timekeeper, and asked him how he was g« 
ing to organize it. 


For further information write: “ "At 10 seconds the Minister will raise the 
flag, he said. ‘I shall start counting at five 


* 
L e B r 0 n os M € Q u i 5 t a n ’ ' n ¢ - "> *, S. 3 seconds, and at zero I shall tug his coat and 


the Minister will drop the flag. 


75c¢ at your favorite newsstand today! 
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LEAPT INTO MY CAR, taut as a coiled spring, 
| with engine revving, I watched the time- 
eper. With five seconds to go I saw him 
ut counting and I blipped my throttle in 
ne with his lips. At the word ‘Go’ I let in 

e clutch and shot away like an arrow, but 

e flag was still hanging limp and it didn’t 

op for another second or two. By that time 

had cut out and passed the front two rows 

id was flying off up the straight with Carac- 
iola and Stuck in hot pursuit.” 

Autocar reported, “Quite deliberately it 
seemed Chiron’s scarlet Alfa moved from 
he third row, the flag hesitated, dropped, and 
Chiron went straight by as the 12 other cars 
went off in one scream of sound.” Quite de- 
iberately too, the stewards noted that Chiron 
had jumped the start and settled down to dis- 
iss the appropriate penalty. But Chiron 
1ad only one thought: to get ahead of the 


Germans and stay there. 

| stayed ahead,’ Chiron continues, 
| it was time to cut for the sharp dive down 
ind quick rise to the treacherous humped 
right-hand turn at the Bretelles de Couard. 
Stuck cut first but Caracciola kept his throttle 
wide open and pulled alongside. He stuck it 
to the last fraction of a second, then looked 
across at me and tapped his forehead to show 
he thought I was mad (we were very good 


“un- | 


friends in fact). 

‘He wasn't far wrong. I took off complete- 
ly at the hump, and slid across to the left, 
heading for the ditch. I shall never forget 
that moment. Quite clearly, | saw above me 
a group of spectators, with Harry Schell’s 
father amongst them. Then I hit the grass 
at the edge of the track and sent up such a 
cloud of dust, earth and flying stones that 
the two behind me thought I must be somer- 
saulting in front of them and braked hard. By 
some miracle I managed to keep the car 
heading in the right direction, clawed my 
way around the sharp left-hander which fol- 
lows, and found | was alone! 

I gave it the lot, working on the limit 


with engine, gears and brakes. But coming 
out of the Biscornes I spotted the two silver 
cars in my mirror. 

‘Stuck now moved up to attack and he got 
by on the straight by the Water Tower. | 
left my braking to the last possible second 
on the approach to the sharp left-hander at 
the end, re-passed him and gained a clear 
300 yards.” 





SO AT THE END OF THE FIRST LAP Chiron’s 


scarlet Alfa was in the lead as the cars 
swung off the road course onto the steep 
banking. He led as they howled past the 


grandstand, with Caracciola, Fagioli and Stuck 
behind him. 

On the second lap, it was the same again 
but with Stuck Fagioli third and 
Caracciola dropping back to fourth, while 
Nuvolari pulled into his pit for new plugs. 

Says Chiron, “The crowd thought I was 
leading all around the course. They didn’t 
know what frantic efforts I was making to 
snatch back the lead each time we came to 
the end of the road circuit.’ 

On the third lap the Germans really turned 
on the heat. Stuck got ahead and stayed there 
tor the swoop past the stands. He averaged 
90.4 mph for the lap, a new record. At four 
laps the race average was 87.77 mph; at eight 
laps it had risen to 88.39 mph as the scarlet 
Alfa battled wheel-to-wheel with the silver 
German projectiles continued 


second, 
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Hair problem got you 
in the doghouse? 


Get Wildroot 
Cream-Oil Charlie! 










WILDROOT 
CREAM-OIL 


HAIR TONIC 














FOR 
HANDSOME 
WELL-GROOMED 


HAIR 





Just a litte bit of 
Wildroot and... WOW! 














not too big ok ee eo » (101” Wheelbase) 
not too gnall................ (4 Doors) 
the new Panhard 
just-right.......0... 7 

for all! Bilcgeetateaassiendsien -uessseee(The whole family) 


(The “Dyna’’) 





ehibeaste ( Low-Priced ) 



























The new Dyna Panhard is the only 5-6 passenger sedan that delivers 40 miles per 
gallon and a speed of 80 miles per hour with a record of over 900 sports car victories! 


TEST-DRIVE THE NEW yr, DA N Hi A R D 


CITROEN CARS CORPORATION (Sole Importer and Distributor of Panhard-Levassor, Paris, France) 
300 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York + 8423 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California 
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SPECIFIC POWERPLANTS 
done to Ford and Chevy engines; CHEV 348-CUBIC-INCH ENGINE TESTS. 





GOING FAST! 


1959 CUSTOM 
CARS ANNUAL 


... reveals how customizers are 
influencing Detroit styling! You’ll 
find a great section of America’s 
foremost custom shops... read 
about the outstanding names in the 
world of custom cars. 


COAST-TO-COAST CUSTOM 
CAR ROUNDUP... 

... featuring customs from across 
the nation, cars that reflect the most 
recent trends in customizing. Lucid 
photos and descriptions offer scores 
of ideas on grilles, headlights, tail- 
lights, side trim, body sculpturing, 
etc. 

10 BEST CUSTOMS ... 

... they’re the greatest! Chev, 

Ford, T-Bird, Mere, Plymouth, 
Jaguar—given the sharpest custom 
treatments of today! Packed with 
pictures. 

CREATING INDIVIDUALITY WITH 
PAINT . 

. shows how to custom-color with 
spray gun and paint brush. All the 
newest fads—special emphasis on 
HIGHLIGHTING. 


1959 HOT ROD 
ANNUAL 


SPACE AGE ROD ROUNDUP 
HOT RODDING DETROIT ENGINES 
RACING TIRE PROBLEMS 
RECORD DRAGSTERS 

WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
ROADSTER 


HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS! 

58 pic-packed pages of today’s finest 
cars, including the PINK JET 
ROADSTER, BLOWN LINCOLN 
ROADSTER, ’24 T ROADSTER- 
PICKUP, 5-WINDOW ’32 FORD 
COUPE, BLACK WIDOW, ’32 
FORD PHAETON, THUNDER 
ROD, PURPLE RAGE FROM 
OHIO, FIRE ENGINE PICKUP. 
ALL ABOUT ENGINES: 

HOT RODDING METHODS—all 
the basic procedures used by hop up 
fans to make it go; REWORKING 





two series of tests reveal exactly what can be 


TREND BOOKS $5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. ONLY 


I am enclosing 
Send me: 


copies ‘59 CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL—TB 175 
copies ‘59 HOT ROD ANNUAL—TB 176 


NAME — 
ADDRESS — 


city 
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@ 85c each (to cover postage, etc.) 


75° 
EACH 


BUY THEM AT 
YOUR NEWSSTAND 


TODAY! 
STATE (or mail this coupon) 





IMPOSSIBLE VICTORY 


continued 


Chiron relates, “I was taking off at every 
bump and braking in desperation at the last 
possible moment. Stuck and I were passing 
and re-passing each other on the long climb 
to Forest Corner when he came past, then 
slowed and signalled me on again—which 
I did with pleasure, having already smelled 
the aroma of burning clutch.” Soon he was 
in at the pits to take on two new rear tires 
while mechanics looked at the clutch. 

Caracciola’s challenge had quickly faded, 
and Stuck’s car was faltering. Now Fagioli 
moved up to challenge Chiron for the lead, 
putting in a new record lap of five minutes, 
6.3 seconds for the 7.765 miles. 

“Leaving the Biscornes I spotted Fagioli 
behind me. I knew him well. He was tough. 
I pretended I hadn't seen him and as we got 
to the tight diving S turn of the Chapeau de 
Gendarme | prepared a little surprise for him. 
I let him come within two car lengths and 
then instead of changing down into third, 
I dropped straight into second and tramped 
on the accelerator, using all the horses the 
engine could deliver. I] just made it, swinging 
left and right like an acrobat on a tightrope, 
but Fagioli hadn't a chance. He swung wide 
at the left-hander and then went straight onto 
the grass, finishing up on the bank among 
the bushes. I watched in my mirror to see 
whether he got it back onto the road, but 
as I went into the climbing left-hander that 
foliows, he was getting out of the car. He 
wasn't hurt, but the car was finished. How- 
ever, | was afraid he still might get it going, 
so I pressed on and set up a new lap record.” 


THE MERCEDES PIT CREW was just ready to 
pull Fagioli in for fuel and a change of tires, 
and there was consternation when he failed 
to appear. The mighty German assault was 
simply melting away in the summer sunshine. 
Carracciola refueled and changed two rear 
wheels in one minute, 20 seconds, but that 
was the end. Soon afterwards Chiron saw him 
stopped at the roadside with a dead engine. 
Brauchitsch pulled into the pits while me- 
chanics worked on his supercharger. Two 
laps later his engine blew up in a cloud of 
smoke at the Biscornes. The Bugattis were 
in trouble too and Nuvolari handed his car 
to Wimille. 

Varzi was now second, and with Alfas in 
the first two places the pit signalled to Chiron 
to slow down. “I did nothing of the kind, 
but went on building up my lead until I had 
six minutes in hand—and this with an engine 
that wasn’t expected to last the race.” He led 
from the 10th to the 17th lap and set a new 
lap record at 91.4 mph. The Germans were 
not totally eliminated, he had no idea what 
the penalty for jumping the start might be 
and in fact he hardly expected to finish the 
race anyway, but he was enjoying himself. 

At half distance there were only seven cars 
left in the race. Chiron took on fuel and four 
new tires in a beautifully organized stop 
which took only one minute, 39 seconds. 
Varzi then led for a lap, but when he too 
stopped for fuel and tires, Chiron went into 
the lead again. 

Stuck was still struggling along in third 
place. At 20 laps Moll, who had taken over 
Trossi’s car, overtook the Auto Union and 
| Alfa Romeos were 1-2-3. continued on page 66 
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The care and feeding of... QOS OUR 
PRADA GRIPS RPA) 
ee A a * j L U G* Photo Story by Steve DaCosta 


ge AND MAINTENANCE of spark plugs is an important pericdical 
job car owners can do. Remove ignition wires secured to top of 
plug by a cap or sheet metal tube. Take a firm but gentle grip 
at bottom of connector, and remove wire intact. 

Since length of ignition wire is no clue to correct plug attachment, 


vs 
aA 4 mark each length with masking or adhesive tape on which plug 
"i ; 























number can be written (1, 2, 3, etc.). 

Use a deep socket to remove plug from engine. Be certain plug 
is inserted well within socket, and that socket is straight before 
turning-out motion begins. Lift out the plug gasket at same time. 


XN 
: q A stiff wire brush makes a fine cleaning tool. A gapping tool is 
a. used to set plug points. Bend only outer bar, or ground contact; 
‘ do not pry against electrode center. Adjust point settings to manu- 
= facturer’s specifications. Wipe entire plug before re-installing, with | 
close inspection to discover cracks or flaws. A new plug should 
replace any found faulty. Always use proper and sufficient tools, 


and use a torque wrench if possible on plug return. Otherwise, 
exert hand force equal to snug firmness. 








Here's all you need for the job: ratchet, extension, socket, and gapping This maintenance procedure should be repeated every 4000-5000 
tool; hand-grip at left is optional. Wire brush used for cleaning. miles or whenever an engine miss is detected. 




















' i] 
| 
Affix numbered pieces of tape to wire ends for Take care in fitting assembled ratchet on Thoroughly -lean threads, seat of plug, vigor 
proper replacement after cleaning the plugs. plug to prevent chipping porcelain. Fit plug ously brush interior around electrode. Use of 
Station loose wires away from plug ports well into socket before turning-out motion. vise, if handy, is preferable to hand-holding. 
' 
| 
| 











After wiping plug, return gasket to assure Gapping, according to manufacturer's spectft- Finally, re-insert plug, screwing in as far as 
good seating on reinstallation. If gasket is cations, is important. Proper method to adjust possible by hand. Use up to 30 pounds of 
worn, replace. Check plug for cracks, flaws. gap space is illustrated here. Note position. torque force, or tighten with ratchet handle. 
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FREE 


CATALOG 


Phy SAVE 20 to 60% 


on Speed, Power, Mileage, 
Custom Equipment— 
For ALL Cars! 
NEW LOW PRICES on 1000 
atest items for your family car 
racer ) ustom Immediate 
delivery SAVE up » 60% on 
brands! 
FREE 
me 
we Supply the ampinns” 


Catalog 

Tells How 
DON GARLITS 
WORLD'S 
RECORD 
DRAGSTER 
Beat All 
Competition! 


SEND FOR CZ 


Shows how to Step Up Your 
ar's POWER, PEP, MILEAGE 
Champions do! Newest 
Tuning Tips, Hop-Ug Mileage 
ecrets H.P. Calculator, etc 
aves money & mistakes! 


sse== FREE! MAIL TODAY! <<---% 
Rush my FREE HI-PERFORMANCE CATALOG! : 
Include “SOUPING MANUAL for which | 1 
enclose 25c (credited on Ist. order ' 
NAME 1 
' 
. 
' 
a 


ike the 


e 


ADDRESS 


CITY 
| ENGINEERING 
Dealers Wanted Milford MTC-3, Pa. 


ZONE STATE 





EXCLUSIVE PLUS FEATURE! 


‘ut LECTRO LACH 





WORKS ON 
ANY 60r8 
on 4 a of 1 


6 or 12 volts or magneto 


Ihat’s right! Mode 
your next ( give 
years of serv )s @ 358” FACE 
baw other top qual ach @ LONG SCALE 

@ ILLUMINATED 
@ CHROME FINISH 
@ STEERING POST 

OR DASH 


@ MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 


fluc tuation 
Steady needie, instant readability 
Compact, easy to instal! For 
split-second shifting by the tach 
for sharp engine tune-up, see your 
ElectroTach dealer If none lear 
you send check M.0. Ppd 
nly $42.5 
Also available: Economy model and magnetic-base 
Portable. Catalog, FREE booklet on tach use. 


MIXSON PRODUCTS CO., Dept. C-3 VASHON, WASH. 


CORVETTE—T-BIRD OWNERS 


REMOVES, STORES HARDTOP $9 = 
STATE S| ZE 
T-BIRD 





AUTO TOP LIFT 
ITALIAN DRIVING GLOVES 
STERLING SILVER CORVETTE OR jeweURY 
UFF LINKS, TIE BAR, KEYCHAINS EACH $6.95 
FREE ATALOG for your car. 20 pages of goodies 
JAMES AUTO SPECIALTIES Box 151M, Pasadena, Calif 











CRASH HELMET 
Government surplus 
Navy extra strength, 
ridged top $4.95 
Add 75c for handling, shipping 
Money back guarantee. Write 
B. & J. LEATHER CO. 


P.O. Box 990 
Brownsville 25, Texas 
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Around the World 


continued from page 19 


Compared with the old A-55, this one is one 
foot longer, inches wider one-half 
inch lower. A new SU boosts 


horsepower to 53—up two. Overdrive, Manu 


two and 


carburetor 
no longer 


matic clutch and sliding roof are 


oftered 


PERU Automobile racing is an important 
sport in Peru, a country that can’t even claim 
production. Late in December, 
including American Jim Rath- 
mann, thrilled 150,000 spectators around 28 
22.6-mile 


any vehicle 
10 drivers 
laps of the Atocongo circuit, some 
ot which uses a portion of the PanAmerican 
Highway. The broad 
and a town of 


Atocongo A 


rest is steep hairpins, 


curves section through the 


strange assortment of cars is 


New Austin A-55 ts 


Magnette. 


permicted under a Formula Libre rule which 
requires only that components in the car be 
all of the same make, not 
the same year. First of the 16 finishers was 
Rathmann in a ‘58 Ford. Eleven minutes 
Neder from Chile trailed in a 
Thunderbird-engined ‘48 Ford. Third 
Eduardo Dibos in a ‘58 Ford, one of 
which Rathmann had delivered from the 
U.S. on the night before the race. Observers 


necessarily of 


later Sergio 
was 


two 


work of Italian stylist Pinin Farina, 
Wolseley 15/60 with front, side trim and interior details altered. Horsepower is 53. 


stated that Rathmann made a lot of friends 
for himself and the U.S. with his fine display 
of driving. 


ITALY Most surprising announcement in m« 
tor racing is Ferrari's statement that he wil! 
not race his cars on Italian circuits during 
this year. Adverse criticism from the Italian 
press and the Vatican after the deaths of 
Musso and Collins is said to be the reason 
Further, he will not take the responsibility of 
employing Italian drivers. He will not com- 
pete in the Targa Florio unless the circuit is 
closed for official practice and he will not 
run in other events where organizers do not 
take what he regards as minimum safety pre 
cautions which he will state in advance 
He will not compete in races where organ- 
izers impose their own chosen brand of fuel 
as permitted under new rules if this means 
breaking his contract with Shell. If all this 


shell with MG 


shares common body 


remember that his team 
of the 


seems high-handed, 
suffered a tragic season. Some 
referred to race car builders as 
murderers in search of profits.” 
convinced that he has done everything hu- 
manly possible to avoid accidents and that 
further responsibility rests on other shoul- 
ders. He will build cars for the new 1500cc 
Formula I in 1961, providing he is still 
building race cars then. 


press 
“mass 
Ferrari is 





IMPOSSIBLE VICTORY continued from page 64 


Stuck now stopped for water for his engine 
and emptied some inside his shirt too. Soon 
afterwards coolant leakages crippled his en- 
gine and the last German car was out. 

Chiron, with a lead of about eight minutes 
knew that if only his hard-pressed en- 
held together the race was in the bag, 
He started 


now, 
xine 
despite all the forecasts. 
the engine, sparing every revolution he could. 
At the next pit stop he took on rear 
tires and fuel in 55 seconds, the pit crew 
backing him up to the hilt. Varzi was not so 
lucky; he had time to puff on a cigarette while 
his car was replenished. Says Chiron, “I was 
driving like a lamb, imploring the good god 
of mechanical devices to hold my engine to- 
gether to the end.” 

His average dropped steadily, but his 
prayers were answered. It was a near thing. 
“The last few laps were an agony of suspense. 
I only had first and fourth gears left and sev- 


nursing 


two 


eral teeth were missing from the crown 
wheels. But at last I saw the checkered flag. 
Lady Luck had smiled on me.” 


IT WAS A TRIUMPH for Alfa Romeo and for 
the Scuderia Ferrari. Their cars were first, 
second and third, and were the only ones 
to complete the course. (Benoist was still 
running on a lone Bugatti.) Chiron averaged 
85.05 mph and ended with a three-minute, 
18-second lead over Varzi. He was penalized 
one minute for jumping the start, but this 
could not affect the result. 

The went wild with excitement. 
They waved, they shouted, they threw their 
cushions in the air, sounded motor horns and 
Marseillaise. The» German chal- 
lenge had been staved off, at least for the 
time being. A French driver in an Italian 
car had achieved what had seemed impossible. 
Viva Italia! Vive la France! /MT 


crow d 


sang the 





























ane S li h D : REMOVABLE FIBRE-GLAS TOPS 
displ potlight on Vetroit | eon 
| '55-'57 ’ 
in m B o 
he wil continued from page 12 the same time damping a tendency to rAd 
during gine of approximately 250 hp or better, nose-up when starting forward. Similar 
Italian driving two fans 8.5 feet in diameter. vanes are used to damp out roll and AND THE 
iths of This would mean that a minimum of yaw. So far these devices have been JAGUAR 
wictiaiam 170 hp would be delivered to each fan, tested only in wind tunnels and checked 
rea providing a downthrust of 1675 out by analog computer simulations. 
wer 7 pounds. The all-up weight of the ve- M. O. McKinney, a research engineer 
ill eal hicle is set at approximately 2000 with the National Aeronautic and Space 
dei tes pounds. Chrysler's investigations are Administration, Langley Field, who also 
ty pre concerned with the rigid rotor ducted spoke at the SAE meeting, was less 
vance fan design for simplicity, sturdiness, optimistic about use of vanes as a con- 
organ cost of production and less complicated trol method. 
of fuel controls. Others are working on designs 
means employing four fans or rotors mounted MY MERRY FLYMOBILE may thus be still 
Il this at the corners of the platform which some way in the future and there is 
provide control through variable pitch still the problem of what does daddy 
in the rotors. do when his engine konks out. Even New 1959 models pos 
though designed to fly only at low | Our new tops feature headliners in foam plastic 
PITCH, ROLL AND YAW problems are altitude, sitting down in a dead-stick in three neutral colors, white, gray and blue 
manifold and quite critical in a platform landing from a height of 50 feet might | (pastels), adding to our line of tops, a new 
of such limited size, but according to be quite disconcerting, to say the least. look, te ee 
Mr. Gorton’s paper, Chrysler is con- Nevertheless, my Pennsylvania Dutch | TRIUMPH (TR 2) (TR 3). 
fident that these can be overcome by grandmother used to say “where there's PORSCHE SPEEDSTER * MERCEDES 190 SL 
use of a series of vanes controlled by a will there’s a way and—what is to CORVETTE 1954-'58 * ALFA-ROMEO 
@ j a familiar joy-stick and foot controls be, will be, if it never is.” Both Mr. pee omen 
2 similar to those used in the present Gorton and Mr. McKinney agree that | AUSTIN HEALEY-SPRITE « + MG. “ (TD) (TF) 
¥ helicopter. In later use it is hoped to the idea of an aerial Jeep is both prac- | e LARGE REAR WINDO 
simplify these and make them quite ticable and feasible. Both agree that con- ; eer bie eae BROCHURE 
similar in design to current automo- trol problems are not insurmountable DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
bile controls. Vanes in the forward and much progress has been made A TICON INC 
rotor orifice can be controlled to de- toward their solution. It would seem PL Ss » 
flect airstream to the rear, providing that these would be solved well within | 9721 Klingerman T El Monte, Calif. Gilbert 4-051° 
) are thrust and forward movement and at the next half decade. /MT country’s largest mfg of p of plastic tops 
15 >. 
WARN HUBS «::. Jeep 
team 
ee = Free-wheeling 2-wheel drive with 
a ‘ * r Warn Hubs means big savings in 
ari 1S gear, engine, tire wear, gas, plus 
more pep, performance, power in 


x hu- = : high and easier steering. And now, 


that with Warn Lock-O-matics, you 
houl- : have economical, drag-free 2-w.d 
| or tractive 4-w.d. automatically, 

00cc j as you shift! Ask your local 4-w.d 
. . dealer to install Warn Lock-O 
sul y f aa matic or Locking Hubs today 


BILLION MILES Models for all 4-w.d.s to 11 
OF USE! tons. Fully guaranteed Write 


rf = for free literature 

a WARN MFG. CO. "sith f(a. 
want 36 to 40 
MORE MILES 


from every tankful 


Send today for your FREE copy 
of ‘the TRUTH About Fuel Pres- 


| fo — 4 

> for Se sure Regulators the remark- 

first, “ | able booklet written by engineers 

r in everyday language that tells for 

ones the first time one of the causes of 

° — gas mileage and how you can 
still PROPULSION | ally do something about it 

Discover what a fuel pressure 

aged LUGGAGE NOER ° jee _Discove is: find out Gare a sim- 

Passe COMPARTMENT ple-to-install, inexpensive, but 





frown 
flag. 

















ap precision machined device ‘called 
ized MIL ESM ASTE R can put 36 to 40 
° COMPARTMENT more miles into every tankful o 
this ° COMPARTMENT gas on a money back guarantee! 
Learn how you can put an end 
forever to flooding, vege =e 
hard starts: how only $6.95 anc P 
ent. minutes time can smooth rough Leadership 
heir idling and reduce gumming of Fuel Pressure 
piston rings and valves. 
and Regulator 
7 MILES MASTER? 5:03 
a . . , . are oe . - ; 1550 E. 74th Place 
the DeSoto Chief Engineer A. E. Kimberly examines his “idea” car, DeSoto Cella I, which intro- Dept. 104, Chicago 19, tI. 
lian duces some revolutionary styling and engineering principles. Four high-speed electric motors : ye 
Mail this coupon with your name and address 
ble. positioned adjacent to the wheels drive directly into short shafts, eliminating transmission, dif- in margin. No obligation. Sold only at retail 
/MT ferential, driveshaft and rear axle. Electrical energy comes from hydrogen/oxygen fuel cell. through 40,000 auto service outlets on 
Money Back Guarantee. 497 
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Photo Story by V. Lee Oertle 


EW SITUATIONS AROUSE THE WRATH of a car owner as quickly 
2 as a loose and rattling machine. After a year or two of faithful 
service, it suddenly becomes apparent that things are getting unglued 
[he new car is showing its age; the used car is no longer a bargain 
Doors rattle, seats squeak, the trunk compartment sounds as though 
six midgets were trying to hammer their way out 

Fortunately, though, the irritations are usually easily silenced 
once located. Although the mechanisms fitted on the car to prevent 
and adjust door-slop should be attended to first, the tools to do so are 
often specialized and must be obtained at a garage or from new 
car dealer. Many dealers will perform this door-tightening task for 
you at no charge. Have them also adjust the deck-lid hatch, and 
on station wagons, adjust the rear gate latch where the window snaps 
shut. 

On the main, however, body rattles can be traced to age. Under 
the dash, the heater and radio brackets may be loose, the handbrake 
squeaky, the instrument panel generally vibration-happy. A simple 
inspection of such vital points, with screwdriver in hand, often 
accounts for surplus noise. Other check-points are found in the 
accompanying photos 





Cleaning up catch-all glove compartment often eliminates mysterious = 
rattles, as can tightening side-mount screws, door hinge, and latch. 


Ah 





When tail pipe brackets vibrate loose, pipe Tighten external accessories, including license Hood rattles begin about second year of car 
plate brackets, fog lights, plaques, bumper life. Tighten hood hinge arms, check rubber 
Tighten all clamps; check those on muffler. bolts. Lock washers should be used on nuts. seal and bumpers, adjust the locking book. 


may rattle between axle and undercarriage 


Station wagons are often rattle-makers. Prob- 
lem spots include rear window brackets, arms 


ne 
om 








To eliminate seat frame noises, inspect floor Tools, tire chains, jacks, other loose items 
runners and cushion support rods of front and in trunk can produce annoying rattles: should 


and hinges, and rear seat lock—easy to adjust. rear seats. Tighten bolts, lubricate runners be wrapped in cloth or held in spring mounts 
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For Tony Bettenhausen—champion driver in 1958— 


only one brake lining brand was good enough 
at Indianapolis 





A few frank words from °58’s top racing driver, Tony Bettenhausen: 
“When you're risking your life at the ‘500° in the toughest kind of 
automobile racing, only one brand of brake lining is good enough—the 
very best. In my book—and this goes for just about all the top drivers— 
that’s Raybestos. We just can’t afford to settle for anything less.” 





S RELINE WITH Nor can you if you want to be able to stop safely on today’s superspeed 
rious turnpikes or in jam-packed city traffic. For Raybestos PG Lined Brake 
Shoes—the product of the finest materials and methods that ceaseless 





latch. 
research can develop—give you that extra protection you need to drive 
confidently under even the worst traffic and weather conditions. So don’t 
take chances. Instead, take Tony Bettenhausen’s advice. Insist on Raybestos. 
AMERICA’S BIGGEST SELLING FRICTION MATERIAL uf r 


RAYBESTOS-MANHATTAN, INC., Brake Linings « Brake Blocks e Brake Fluid « Clutch Facings « Industrial Rubber « Mechanical Packings e Asbestos Textiles « Engineered 
Plastics ¢ Sintered Metal Products e Rubber Covered Equipment e« Laundry Pads and Covers e Abrasive and Diamond Wheels « Industrial Adhesives ¢ Bowling Balls 


RA RAYBESTOS DIVISION of Raybestos-Manhattan, Inc., BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 





| turned the"Milwaukee Mile" on 


ride ~3 





Motorcycle Lane 





ARSHALL TEAGUE, all-time to 
Marshall Teague checks out M money winner on the Wisconsin State 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON Sportster CH Fair Track, took a “two-wheeled turn” 
on his favorite “big car’ course around it just for fun. 

_The ’52 and ’54 national stock car cham- 
pion was a picture of coordination as he 
wheeled the sleek Sportster around the big 
asphalt course. Said Teague, “I’ve always 
loved motorcycles and a ride on this slick 
job made me realize the thrills I’ve been 
missing.” 

Do yourself a “good turn” by test-riding 
the Sportster CH at your Harley-Davidson 
dealers. You’ll find that 11% more horse 
power, head-light, tail-light plus hi-flow 
muffler and exhaust system make it equally 
at home “off the road” as on the road. 


Har te '.-Davidson MOTOR CO.-~- 


Dept. MT, Mitwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
Please send me colorful folders on the exciting new Sportster CH. 


PN aaasinstteskerciarcsinace 


Address 








City... 
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large tabloid size pages BUY— 
oF Ww Now in our second 
ation is more than 


AVAILABLE NOW 30.060 copies going to enthun 
FOR YOu! a ee 





mn the thousands who have 







ARS & PARIS is a monthly pub already subscribed to CARS & 
cation containing classified and PARTS send only $1 for a full 
fispiay ads on high performance year's subscription Don't delay 






and specialized cars, parts, acces subscribe now and we will im 

sories and equipment, etc, often mediately send you the current 

at real MONEY SAVING prices! issue free as jong as the supply 
12 to 16 lasts se hurry 











Every issue contains | 


CARS AND PARTS 


Department M4 
P.O. Box 3742 
Memphis 14, Tennessee 










SOLDER 
wo Acclaimed by thousands 
of stock, hot rod and custom enthusi 
Complete with asts as the welder of 1001 uses. Easi 
Iwin Carbon Arc ly operated from properly wired 110 
lorch and acces- V AC or D ne. ideal gift th a 





sories oe fe-long use. Order today on 10-day 
handle all metal- money back guarantes terature 
craft work. arger e t on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F27-C 


YOUR CLUB’S INSIGNIA 
CUSTOM IMPRINTED ON JACKETS, T-SHIRTS, ETC. 















Your club’s own particular design or insignia 
custom imprinted on 
quality T-shirts or 
jackets of your choice 
Special group prices 
A @ T-Shirts “— 
| @ Sweat Shirts 
\A @ Poplin Jackets (ams / 
: } © Hooded Jackets = | 
z 7m ®@ Zip Collar Jackets 


@ Boat Neck Jackets 
Mail your club insig 
nia for FREE SAM- 
PLE T-SHIRT. — For complete price 


write toda Dept. MI Satistaction gu 
VICTORIA PRODU 

512 LUCAS ST., ST. LOUIS 1, MO. 
FIBERGLASS SPORTSCAR BODIES 


as low as 


$295.00 












DISTINCTIVE 
BODY STYLES 
BY VICTRESS 


COUPES @ ROADSTERS @ DRAGSTERS 
Any wheelbase from 94” to 116”. 
Send $1.00 todey for illustrated brochure 
and instruction plans. Your $1.00 will be 
applied to purchase price. Write Dept. 2 


VICTRESS MFG. CO., INC. 


11823 Sherman Way, North Hollywood, Calif. 


KNIFE CONTAINS: TOOL KNIFE 
Spark plug wrench 
Screwdriver (forged steel) 
Knife Blade (forged steel) 
Bottle Opener 

Phillips Screwdriver $3 
Bodkin 
MYERS WORLD TRADERS 
P. O. BOX 491 PALM BEACH, 




















ihand-y,y 
Ihnints 


by Rodger Darling 


HOW FULL IS “FULL?’—Service stations report 
some new cars leave the assembly line with 
oil dipsticks that do not read true. Check 
yours. Next time you drain the oil (engine 
warm) do so with the car /eve/, and let the 
crankcase drain completely. Refill exactly ac 
cording to specifications (see your owner's 
manual) and after letting oil 
dipstick reading. If FULL mark does not 
agree with the now-full crankcase, file a new 
mark at the correct level to avoid overfilling, 
and—more important—adjust the ADD OIL 
mark prevent engine 
damage from running with too little oil 


settle, take 


correspondingly to 


TELL-TALE TAIL PIPE—Your car's exhaust pipe 
can give valuable clues to engine condition 
A fluffy soot deposit inside the tail pipe is a 
tipoft of unburned gas waste (except in ex 
cessive stop-and-go city driving). An oil 
black deposit indicates oil-burning through 
worn rings, faulty Normal ex- 
haust should show a crisp grayish deposit 


valves, etc. 


LONGER-LASTING TORCH—A burning waxed 
cardboard milk carton makes a good roadside 
work-light and warning while you change a 
flat at night, but unless you're a fast man 
with a jack it may not burn long enough. 
Instead, save a dozen milk containers and 
with the top opened or removed on one, pack 
it full of the other cartons tightly folded and 
with tops and bottoms cut away. You'll have 
a torch that won't take up more room than 
a single carton but which will burn half an 


hour or more 





RESISTOR “RESISTS’” STARTING—If your Car 
radio employs a resistance unit on the high 
tension wire between the coil and distributor 
cap (to eliminate ignition interference) it 
may become a cause of hard starting. Many 
resistors develop wncreasing reststance due to 
age and engine heat, to such an extent that 


From coil 






Resistance unit 











Maan. 
: WG 


SS 





Distributor cap 


it cuts current to the spark plugs. Correct 
resistance is usually marked on the unit and 
you can take it to your radio man for quick 
checking. Or, while it is removed, insert the 
coil directly into the distributor, and if your 
car starts easier it proves you need a new 
resistance unit 





DON’T “BEND THE ELBOW’—Those brass el 
pump, carburetor, oil filter, 
etc., often have to be screwed in half a turn 


' 
bows on fuel 


or more tighter than necessary in order to 


align with the gas or oil line. In so tightening 
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them it is all too easy to distort the soft brass 
and ruin the fitting or make it leaky. You 
can prevent this crushing by screwing a cor 
ect-thread bolt or cap screw into the open 
end of the elbow when using wrench force 





Insert pipe plug 


PZ CM MASA VM. 
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This S 
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extra 
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150, 000 ITEMS IN STOCK CHECK EVERY ITEM 













TEE 
t Cat FREE! QUARAND, any ITEM 

high 1959 EDITION ay FREE T — may, 30 ise 

30 0 we tnat yOu cts 
butor 1 guaranties ynese -_ iter 
any ©” retut riod, 
>) it ana ae . wen, 1 oc amar 
nis ne © es 
Man it, 4 wit in thie qund THE estions % 
y ynuse y-n0 9 WEUTR 
ied exceP AmMOUS APLUG 

Ne to NEW GIANT “ese ean be 













WHY PAY MORE? Engine suffering from “Acid in jem “CHROME PLATE ANYTHING! New sense 
tion”? - oll swarming with tiny abrasive tional concept in chrome-piating that does whal 





that ria CATALOG 






gest: 
in 7 Repl. crank case drain pl electroplating cannot do. yom surface 

Synchr onize 2, 3 or 4 car ct sat ettecthee Neutrals Mas w easily applied to any metal, wood, glass, runber 

buretors with the finest Magnesium alloy to neutralize seis, A] Piast ka aed fe comore creme trom ‘or 

' agnet to trap metal particles, (C) replating . . .“‘Ins! ome" it on car. Works 

tuning device made! Ad Thesads and gasket to prevent leaks. E tke magic on bumpers, grill, rims - amy chrome 

just carburetors for maxi ainers costing up to $4.95. = po a, Xa s plete 700 ey ses too’ 

mnt t doses : in) om 

mum power, smooth per Deluxe mode! 26503. vestpard. only only $2.08 bite one: -to- follow Instructions 25430 $4.98 ppo 














formance. Adjustable air 
flow control permits deli 
cate tuning . . . without 
danger of stalling. Full 
instructions included 
#2225 oostoaa $9.95 
seme em, te a eae | NEW! UNESYN for 4bar 
ausiliary valve and presto! You've got fuel to get rel Carbs. Sensitive, ac 
oleh BR ay Ae tg curate tuning for Carter 
Comes complete with 34 gallon steel tank. glass Rochester or Stromberg 





bow! tvel filter. snutoff valve, flexible gas line. Abessel cali 
H > Drachets for easy mounting in any car ‘ort! ‘et . 
unit 5S” x & Please specify design wanted. three times this price ro while supely fasts #2227 . oostoaic $12.50 
$6371 Highly polished finish ___ enty $2.85 00 =03% $4.95 postpaid 
#6374 Reflective 
struction (plus Lifetime Cardo resetaters) beep 


*'Nite-Glow"’ finish .... -= $3.90 each po a ge 
SUPER-CHARGE” YOUR BATTERY Sees inente hata Be ee 


: ion ~ 8 plug cool piece 

CHEMICALLY dissolves plate SULPHATION = TS agalaabe (2) tree gifts. Why pay mor 

woductory pee fi for Complete vat #3100 only $1.19 each ppd 
Is your bottery GETTING WEAK? In mony cases there is NO NEED 23940 ... BOStDaid only $6.95 Set Of Gonly $7.14 pod. Set of Boniy $9.52 ppd 
te -. evt ond buy another bettery . . merely put in ““Electro- 
Charge,"’ the chemicel thet re-news mechonicelly seund but ‘‘tired’’ 
and lon sulphoted batteries 
Just pour the contents of the envelopes inte the battery cells—the 
results will emoze you. COMPLETE SIMPLE DIRECTIONS ENCLOSED 
fach bex contoins 3 envelopes ef pure chemical fer © permonent 


ur it in.” charge for one 6 or 12 volt battery. 
#7004 ELECTRO-CHARGE. 


AIRPLANE-TYPE SPARK PLUGS. Solid nickel alloy 
rotary electrodes tire from 6 points. Give up to 30 
more HP. Sa mileage, and faster eacolere 
tion than * plugs. Each = Kn rend 
Outlast caner se 3 to 1. New * 



























postpaid only $1.49 





CHROME 5-GANG SW! 
This 5-Gang Triple Chrome Switch assembly can be 
installed on any car. Ideal for operating all those 
extra accessories such as fog lights, spotlights, 
ergo a lighters, electric rear-deck kits, electric 
hoo . door kits, etc. Dresses up any car. 

pos! 




















tpard $3.95 
‘ ————— F001 proor ——_—_ 
WHEEL DISC LOCK = o#vee 100s 
usr matauanon conn moncron BY MAIL LOW MAIL ORDER PRICES-ORDER TODAY » TWO (2) FREE GIFTS 
: with every order. Both are E vou will receive 2 tree surprise gift with every order 
BUY Fak SVUINS web tac omeinn Gow 3 pies @ free copy of “How to 50 Miles Per Gallon.” (Both worth over $2.00.) 
rea ononct POLL IgE Casrntend sear 1c, Sosa! ane opiate hand simatis ng me Mbt Voor .... Medel... Mes Cyt. “fs 
OFTEN ! ne porous bronze element available at any price = ee into — ty to olf is and Sees - fott Prige Cociesee 





Semoves all harmful ol grit. yet leaves protective on like steel ha +5 =; A ok ye 4 
—. Destroys engine acids and traps dam T uses for Addres 
2% Deposit. tend 6.8.8. 


4 
Guaranteed 10 years, but lasts “ 5 
This er ject te wheel lug belts with — SAVE taever Contsing, bulltun Ais hevtrairer Af - 4 L. City Zone _ State 
preef « . ne strain en vol ~“ von case. A $6.95 to $11.95 Value s tanks, etc. You've got to use es « maori ‘fs QUANTITY tTEM 3 BDescription—GIVE FULL INFORMATION 
4404 oy set of 4 , i's 93 money Shast clement ‘is postpaid believe it, =0340 Complete Kit (2 cans) and » 
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. S or Brand-New Car Books From Trend! 





CUSTOM custom  ~i - 1959 CARS ~ a 
SHOW CARS SHOW-FARS OF THE WORLD 


The “extras” make the differ- 
ence in the latest edition of 
this popular annual. Not only 
does it present complete facts 
on every production car built 
for 1959. but you also get such 
bonus features as a special sec- 
tion devoted exclusively to sta- 
tion wagons: full data’ on 
prices. both factory and port of 








Presenting: the pick of the 
show customs. created by 
America’s top customizers. Au- 
4 thor George Barris reveals how gpace CaF siyine 
he wins top trophies at the big 

_- REST Yi ime 
shows. also blends present with 4 me cane 


future in “Space Styled Cus- 4 








toms.” You'll go for his chap- 
ters on “Sketch-Pad Styling.” << 
“Customizing with Paint.” Ns 

} 





rt nl 


“Pickups on Parade” and iE entry: detailed engine close- 

“Tricks with Fabric.” This idea-crammed text also cov- ups: an.expert’s prediction of future world-wide trends 
ers all the latest angles: tubular grilles. dummy spot- in styling. This informative guide contains photos and 
lights. bolt-on taillights, chrome tape. bolt-on headlight specifications on over 200 models from all nations. cars 
rims. hubeap designing. Mere fender skirts. Sections on of every type: family cars; sportsears: economy and lux- 
restyling 57 Fords and classic T-Birds complete the ury makes; Gran Turismos. 


exciting picture. 





TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Bivd.. Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


4 oe Enclosed is $_ @ 85c each (includes postage, handling, etc.) 


for which send me the following books: 
EACH oo [1] CUSTOM SHOW CARS-—"8 181 [5 1959 CARS OF THE WORLD—"8 122 
. NAME 
(Or mail this coupon today!) STREET a . ad e 
CITY ZONE STATE i‘ 
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Photo story by George Barris 





is KAISOTO—Mo1oR TREND'S Kaiser/ believe that instantly distinguishable rear stop light, and turn indicator. How this 

DeSoto laboratory car—provides a testing light signals are of vital importance. That’s comparatively simple yet highly effective What 
ground for automotive products and designs why we have replaced the original Kaiser modification was made is illustrated below. whic 
that can improve performance, comfort, con single tail/stop light with a three-way system The same basic safety improvement could bring 
venience and safety. In this last category we that provides a separate signal for tail light, be adapted to many other cars. State 
deale 
scree 
ones 
the ¢ 
the s 


But | 
many 
deale 
for y 
will | 
it's a 
What 
ever) 
Forei 
cars 
hard! 
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Removing original Kaiser tail/stop light reveals ledge at bottom. lenses from '56 DeSoto, and position marked on fender for cutting. 
Paper or cardboard template 1s drawn around three red tail light Mark is made 14" below template bottom for new mounting ledge 


As al 
fleet 
year. 
the |i 


: . over 
lower portion of fender ts extended to Edges are then bent in to provide ledges for mounting new plate. these 


hottom mark line. Right-angle tin snip cuts are made at corners Extruded aluminum backing. cut to template size, is drilled for screws will § 
for a 
yet ji 
this i 
anotl 
finan 
ona 
comp 
done 
bid é 
on b 
relea 





ap 
Vertical hacksaw cut into 








cars 
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Lenses are screw-mounted to backing plate in which bulb socket holes are drilled for bottom mounting screws. New three-light fixture has 
have been cut. After necessary re-wiring has been completed, holes the tail light at top. brake light in middle, turn signal at bottom. 
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A NEW SERVICE FOR YOU 
Questions and Answers 


What is it—Best Car Buys is a listing service . . . a publication 
which is sent you every six weeks. It is an organized effort to 
bring to you from hundreds of sources throughout the United 
States a list of new and used cars that you may purchase at 
dealers wholesale or below . . . it is an organized effort to 
screen from thousands of current wholesale buys the very best 
ones and present them fo you in published form, describing 
the car... the equipment .. . the price . . . the address of 
the seller and complete instructions for buying wholesale. 


Bul how can | buy wholesale . . . | am not a dealer! True, 
many of these cars can be bought only through a licensed 
dealer so we have arranged fér a licensed dealer to buy them 
for you. You will be given a registered number and card which 
will be submitted each time you wish to make a purchase... 
it's as simple as that. 


What type of cars will | be able to buy wholesale! Practically 
every make and model . . . NEW and USED. . . American and 
Foreign . . . New cars ordered to your specifications . . . Used 
cars from the 1950 models through the 1958's . . . sedans, 
hardtops, wagons, convertibles, trucks, even cars from over- 
seas... direct fo you. 


Where do these cars come from! The giant auto wholesalers 
who sell large volumes of cars fo the used car dealers. . . 
private company fleets who sell every one or two years... 
distressed new and used car dealers who must reduce inven- 
tory . . . car leasing agencies . . . car rental agencies who 
may sell a car after four months of use but usually after ten 
to twelve months. Federal, State, County and City agencies 
who dispose of cars by bid. . . fleet brokers. 


What is wrong with these cars . . . they are so cheap! What at 
first may seem like a gimmick can be explained if you under- 
stand the sound business principle behind these prices. First 
of all, remember these are not retail prices, in fact many are 
below the average wholesale and are exceptional buys for the 
car dealer as well as for you. These cars are normally sold 
only to the car dealer for resale on his lot and if you didn’t 
know how and where fo buy direct you might end up buying 
one of these same cars from his lot and be paying him a 
profit instead of making one for yourself. The fact that you 
can buy some of these cars below their actual wholesale value 
is not because they are wrecked or damaged but because they 
are usually fleet cars and are sold under a different system 
than the buying and selling of single units. 


As an example let us examine a typical situation where the 
fleet user is an insurance company who buys 390 cars each 
year. To begin with they buy from the dealer who gives them 
the lowest bid. . . these prices are usually $25.00 to $50.00 
over the dealers wholesale. After the company has purchased 
these cars they set up a tax depreciation on each car which 
will allow them to sell this car at the end of one or two years 
for a very small sum compared to its current market value 
yet justify this loss or depreciation from a tax standpoint... 
this is the first explanation. When the company is ready to buy 
another fleet the dealer who sells the new cars is rarely in a 
financial position or willing to take 300 used cars in trade 
on a gross profit of $25.00 a car. Therefore, the insurance 
company must dispose of their own cars and this is usually 
done through the giant middleman or fleet broker who will 
bid and buy the entire fleet. Since his success is dependent 
on buying and selling as fast as possible . . . so that he can 
release his working capital for future bids . . . he sells price 
... for he knows that this is the only way he can unload these 
cars fast enough . . . his outlook on the car market is how 
much can he make on his investment in how short a time. . . 
not what the market potential is for a single car. His formula 
is simple . . . he divides the total number of cars into total 
price he pays the insurance company and adds a profit suita- 
ble for his risk investment and this is the price all 300 cars 
will be sold for . . . a very democratic action since among 
these three hundred cars some may be driven 9000 miles 
while others may be driven 40,000. You see it will be possi- 
ble for you to benefit tremendously from this system. 





BUY YOUR NEXT 
CAR WHOLESALE 


CURRENT BEST CAR BUYS 
Make 








Year Full Price 


1957 CHEVS....°550 
1957 FORDS...°550 
1957 PLYMS ...°550 
1957 DODGES. .*700 
1956 FORDS ...°250 


Approximately 1500 of these are available with standard or automatic transmis- 
sions, some have power steering, all 1957 Fords, Chevs, Plymouths are guaranteed 
not to have bad transmissions, bent chassis, broken windows, major body dents and 
all are in good running condition. Price is at point of sale. Delivery charge depends 
on distance, maximum approximately $75. Cars may be inspected by yourself or an 
appointed mechanic. Prices taken from a current issue of Best Car Buys at the time 
this advertisement was prepared. 


JOIN NOW 


MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES 
1. FULL YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION TO BEST CAR BUYS (9 issues) 


2. WHOLESALE PURCHASING SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIP 
CARD 


3. WHOLESALE PRICING SERVICE (DEALERS WHOLESALE 
COSTS FOR THE 1959 MODEL CARS) 


Our Guarantee 


This service must save you at least ten times its cost on the purchase of a car, listed 
or requested or we will refund you ten times its cost. Dealers excepted. 


BEST CAR BUYS 


MTC 1330 Broadway, Oakland 12, California 
1959 Wembershifs $5.00 


—o 

















BEST CAR BUYS 
In the Nation 


NAME 











ADDRESS 


ii e E city ZONE STATE 


Enclosed is my $5.00 Membership Subscription Fee, dated 
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NEW 
CHIAPTERS 
IN ‘THE 
PETERSEN 
SUCCESS 


Members of the magazine industry have commented that the 
rise of Petersen Publishing Company in but a few years seems 
like a work of fiction. Now, the tale becomes even more amazing 
with the addition of two new magazines: GUNS & AMMO and 
MOTOR TREND’S SPORTSCAR QUARTERLY. 
First published last year, both have proven immediately 
successful. GUNS & AMMO changed from quarterly publication 
to a bi-monthly schedule with the February 1959 issue; SPORTSCAR 
QUARTERLY will become a bi-monthly with its next (June) issue. 


GUNS & AMMO is the sort of magazine gun enthusiasts have 
long awaited. Handguns, shotguns, rifles; antique collecting, 
handloading, shooting ...every aspect of the world of weapons 
can be found between its covers, presented in detail and 
supplemented with vivid rotogravure photography. 


GUNS&AMMO SPORTSCAR QUARTERLY is the product of the augmented 


=e ; staff of MOTOR TREND Magazine, which brings to its coverage of 


scorine Tw 
ean sportscar activities the same proficiency that characterizes every page 


ne of MOTOR TREND. Names like Fangio, Moss, Miles, Hawthorn 
= regularly grace the contents of this colorful publication. 


The April edition of GUNS & AMMO and the Spring edition 
of SPORTSCAR QUARTERLY are currently on sale, at 50c per copy. 
(The June editions of both magazines will be on sale April 16.) 


If you have products to sell in the gun, ammunition or 
sportscar fields, these magazines offer you a direct new way to 
these markets. The same reader response that made increased 
publishing frequency necessary will mean great response to your 
message. For complete data, rates, closing dates, requirements 
etc., write or call any of our offices listed below. 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


5252 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles 28, California | HOllywood 2-326e1 


CHICAGO: 360 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 1, Illinois * FRanklin 2-6067 
DETROIT: 738 Book Building, Detroit 26, Michigan * WOodward 3-8245 

NEW YORK: 17 East 48th Street, New York 17, New York * PLaza 1-6690 
CLEVELAND: 834 Schofield Building, Cleveland 15, Ohio * MAin 1-1139 
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~ WHAT’S YOUR QUESTION ? 
CHECK WITH CHUCK 


Conducted by CHARLES NERPEL Technical Editor 


“Can | be forced to install an anti-smog muffler or other 
similar device on my privately owned car?” 


IF THE LEGISLATORS OF YOUR PARTICULAR STATE decide to amend the existing 
vehicle code, you can be required to install such a device if it is approved by them. 
If such a device ever does become mandatory, there will naturally be a generous 
period of time, possibly several years, for owners to so equip their cars. The law 
could also require that all new cars delivered in a particular area have the device 
already installed. It is interesting to note that legislators and their appointed 
experts will enact laws that affect often millions of small sources of air pollution 
that might require years to eliminate, while virtually ignoring a few major indus- 
trial air pollutors that could be cleared up in a relatively short time. There are 
79 million licensed drivers in the United States who have practically no voice in 
their traffic laws outside of the fact that about 20 per cent of the gasoline taxes 
they pay are diverted to uses other than highways and traffic safety. Compare this 
to some heretofore unheard-of “private air pollution study organizations’ who in 
many cases are financed by some of the major sources of industrial pollution. A simi- 
lar example is the anti-stream pollution law, where there have been cases of a yachts- 
man cited for dumping a bucket of dirty dishwater into the river nce 200 feet from 
the sewer outfall of a plant or city that was pouring thousands of tons of waste into 
the same stream. MOTORISTS, ARISE! 


“Despite a complete tune-up | cannot get anywhere near 
the mileage those economy run cars get. Why?” 


DRIVING AN ECONOMY RUN OR RALLY is a lot different from the type of driving 
done by even better-than-average motorists. This is a real featherfoot operation, 
taking every possible advantage of terrain, signals, wind, and engine power. 
Windows are kept closed, and radio and cigarette lighter are not used to prevent 
any extra load on the generator. Even the signals through cities and towns are 
charted so progress through these areas can be made with a minimum of shifting 
or excess throttle. The average driver, touring or in the city, would not have 
much pleasure with this sort of driving, but it sure shows up in the overall miles 
per gallon that it is possible to get with even the big engines. The effects of 
excessive use of the throttle on gas consumption are graphically illustrated when 
using a tenth-gallon fuel bottle for mpg tests at steady speeds. Cruising on level 
roads at a steady 50 mph shows a slow steady lowering of the fuel level in the 
glass bottle, but just punch the throttle slightly and the level drops suddenly 
as the engine gulps fuel it really doesn't use. So if you are getting within three 
to five miles per gallon. of the figures published for economy runs, don’t shoot 
your mechanic—just wear a lighter shoe on your throttle foot. 


“Whatever happened to American Motors’ air-cooled V4 
engine?” 


LATE THIS SUMMER we saw one of them sitting alone and neglected on a drafting 
table in one of American Motors’ engineering labs. Asked about its future, engi- 
neers there just shrugged their shoulders and had little to say other than that the 
engine worked well. Good news to those who like to think of something new and 
different in domestic automotive powerplants is the announcement by American 
Motors that Army Ordnance has ordered 250 lightweight, quarter-ton four-wheel- 
drive vehicles for military use, powered by their air-cooled V4 engine. After 
five years of development by American Motors engineers, the engine *now has 
a place in the world. It weighs 303 pounds, has 108-cubic-inch piston displacement, 
develops 55 hp at 7.5 to 1 compression ratio and has a 24-volt ignition system. 
Designed for air use by the Marine Corps, the vehicle is called “Mighty Mite.” 








NEW Vest Pocket .22 . . . . $12.95 
Brand new 1959 Model 6-shot German revoiver that sells 
in the $28-34 range. A tight, accurate, well-made piece. 
212” Bbi. 5” overall. Fires popular Winch., Rem., West 
ern, Peters .22 short ammo. Features side gate loading, 
screw-in ejector rod. Has steel rifled barrel with blade 
front sight. Excel. for target, plinking or defense. 10- 
day money-back guarantee. Only $12.95. COD’s require 
$6.50 deposit. Leather holster $2.25. Shipped FOB, Los 
Angeles express charges collect. Send cash, check or 
M.0. Calif. Res. add 4% state tax. 

SEAPORT TRADERS, INC., DEPT. MT-3 

409 E. 12th St., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 





Renew uff, faded, worn 
leather or vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
seats, headliners, side-pan- 
els wil book new In any 
color, Redesign, customize 
new er used Interiors. You 
can change color too! Easi- 
ty applled brush or spray. 
RamCote Flexible Finishes 


(not a paint) impregnates 

leather or vinyl plastic 

upholstery. Won’t chip or ay” 

peel. Fadeproof, waterproof. 

Use on home & lawn furni- 

ture. Write ‘or free informa- FINISHE s 

tion, color chart, and dealer Restores — Colors 

location. Protects Leather 
Leatherette or 

RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69th St. Viny! Plastic 

Chicago 21, lil., Dept. MT-3 





, sportsmen 6 to 60! 
Broad line of models — 
complete kits from 


Dealer and $3995 


Distributor — Send 25¢ for catalog. 
inquiries invited. 


MIDGET CAR HEADQUARTERS 


ARNOLD-DAIN CORP. 
Box 74, Mahopac, N.Y. 


REPAIR MOST EVERYTHING MADE OF METAL 
Home Appliances, Auto parts, Farm 
garden equip- 
ment, toys. 
Make and 
repair play- 
ground equip- 
ment, lawn 
chairs, ta- 
bles, orna- 
mental iron 
work, gates, wagons, etc. Solder, heat, bend, and 
straighten with terrific heat from are torch. Cut a 
weld up to %4” steel plate. A million uses 
home, auto, farm, inventors, factories, etc. 
from any 110 volt plug-in. Complete with 
welder’s mask, are torch, supply of welding 
brazing rods Solder, flux, and complete welding 
Instruction Book Attractive—-portable efficient— 
durable—1 year guarantee. Wt. only 4 Ibs. 
SEND ONLY $3 00 (Cash, ck, mo) and pay post- 
® man $9.95 plus COD postage on 
arrival or send $12.95 and we will send postpaid. 
Ideal gift for mechanically minded home owners, 
relatives, friends. Order now. Available onl from: 


MIDWAY WELDER Dept. DAG-3, Kearney. Nebraska 








TRACTION-MASTER SHOCK ABSORBERS 


For your car's Better, Safer Handling 
Write for details on this sensational 
new ‘'Genuine Traction-Master product'’. 


TRACTION-MASTER CO. ics anretes’6. catit 
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GLEAM 


Engineers 


A MOTOR TREND CARTOON 
FEATURE by CARL KOHLER 


SPARTAN .. . Courageously views getting the car 
washed in the same category as keeping the 
iawn watered, carrying out old newspapers to the 
garage, and loaning money to relatives. This 
solid, forthright type doesn’t procrastinate but 
goes at it with verve, and minimum equipment. 


>a 


STRAW BOSS . . . Has cleverly convinced The Lit- 
tle Woman that her natural superiority for clean- 
ing elects her to the skilled washing of the family 
car. He does condescend to supervise her efforts 
and thereby make certain that she doesn't miss 
a square inch of vehicle while she’s scrubbing. 
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ooner or later almost everyone who owns a car must 
find a way to wash it. Since we live in an age fraught 
with sundry vicissitudes and peopled with versatile 
individuals, it only follows there are many schools of 
thought and deed regarding the washing of vehicles. 
Portrayed here are several of them. . . 


EXPERIMENTALIST .:. . Buys every car-washing 
product and gadget that comes on the market in 
the hope that he will, find something to make 
the job a joy, easily accomplished in only half 
the time it previously took him. Had to build a 
second garage to house the accumulated supplies. 


NON-CONFORMIST ... Something of a slob, he 
takes a dim view of all that work involved in get- 
ting the car washed. Prefers to wait until nature 
— in the form of a spirited rainstorm—performs 
the task for him. Meanwhile, he drives filthiest 
car in nine counties during periods of drought. 


ORGANIZER . . . Holds the sensible conviction that 
getting available labor together with a waiting 
job of work is simply a matter of thought, modest 
capital and a sense of organization. Luckily, 
he faces no labor / management disputes since he 
exercises the parental power of the Last Word. 


ARISTOCRAT... Would no sooner think of at- 
tempting the chore himself than he would con- 
sider building his own car. Admits he is the 
product of a pushbutton era—and until cars can 
be washed by punching a button, he plans to 
avail himself of services of those who specialize. 





jew Ag 


ucson 
merica’ 


os An 
pbey T 
Bell flow 

17036 
Bouleval 
omptor 
Dempse' 
ugazy | 
ational 
Paul Dui 
Rand-Fie 
Ray Car 


Shermat 


iami 
Allied T 
ylly's 
1725¢ 


New O 
Travel C 


Boston 
Raymon 
Fall Rit 
Fall Riv 
Welles! 
Raymon 


Lodi: 
Aabco 1 
Route 


Kingst 
Fugazv 
New Y 
Aabco 1 
Abbey T 
Downto 
Famous 
Fugazy 

554 I 
King Tr 
Prisco 1 
Raymon 
Travel-f 
World \ 


Clevel: 
Fugazy 


Philad 
Fugazy 


Dallas 
H-S Tra 


Montre 
Kelen 1 
Toront 
Four Se 


Trade V 

Hilo: 
Hilo | 

Honolu 


HE LEADING TRAVEL AGENTS 


will honor your Diners’ Club card 
for all forms of transportation 


ARIZONA 


ucson: 
merican International Travel Serv., 27 —. Broadway 
CALIFORNIA 
os Angeles Area: . F 
bbey Travel Bureau, 518 N. Lemon Ave., Ontario 
Bellflower Travel Service, 
17036 S. Bellflower Bivd., Beliflower 
Boulevard Trav. Serv., 6665 H’wood. Bivd., H’wood. 
ompton Trav. Serv., 428 E. Compton Bivd., Compton 
Dempsey & Ford, 6707 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
ugazy Trav. Bur., 9493 Santa Monica Bivd., Bev. Hills 
ational Travel Service, 700 W. 6th, Los Angeles 
Paul Duggan, 930-A N. LaCienega, Los Angeles _ 
Rand-Field Travel Serv., 9406 Dayton Wy., Bev. Hills 
kay Cardillo, 1056 Broxton, Westwood 
34522 Wilshire, Los Angeles 
Bandberg Travel Bureau, 
4285 Crenshaw Bivd., Los Angeles 
orld Travel Bureau, 274 S. Thomas, Pomona 
106 S. Los Angeles, Anaheim 
618 N. Main, Santa Ana 
117% S$. Commonwealth, Fullerton 
301 E. Philadelphia, Whittier ; 
620 N. Main, Santa Ana; 3638 Main, Riverside 
Dther Cities: 
ndrew W. Lerios Trav. Serv., St. Clair Hotel, San Jose 
tlas Travel Service, 260 3rd Ave., Chula Vista 
9 W. State, Redlands; 526 Sth, San Bernardino 
San Francisco Area: 
ndrew W. Lerios Trav. Serv., 548 Market, San Fran. 
133° Montgomery, San Francisco 
Town & Country Village, Palo Alto ; 
ugazy Travel Bureau, 240 Powell St., San Francisco 
oward Travel Service, 578 Grand Ave., Oakland 
San Leandro Travel Bureau, 
1522 Washington Ave., Pelton Ctr., San Leandro 
ILLINOIS 
hicago: 


0: 
Sherman Travel, Hotel Sherman 
FLORIDA 

iami Beach: 


Allied Trav. Serv. & Tours, 224 Lincoin Road 
yllv’s Tours, Inc., 2921 Collins Avenue, 
17250 Collins Avenue 

LOUISIANA 

New Orleans: 

Travel Consultant, 124 Camp 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston: 


Raymond & Whitcomb Co., 70 School Street 

Fall River: 

Fall River Travel Bureau, 29 N. Main Street 

Wellesley: ; 

Raymond & Whitcomb Co., 572 Washington St. 
NEW JERSEY 

Lodi: 


Aabco Travel, Inc., Modell’s Shoppers World, 
Route 17 & Essex St. 
NEW YORK STATE 
Kingston; 


Fugazy Travel Bureau, 2 Pearl St. 

New York City Area: ’ 

Aabco Travel, Inc., 527 Madison Avenue 

Abbey Travel Service, 220 W. 42nd Street 

Downtown Travel Center, Inc., 92 Liberty St. 

Famous Travel Service, Inc., 40 E. 49th Street 

Fugazy Trav. Bur., Inc., 351 Ave. of the Americas 
554 Madison Avenue 


World View Tours, Inc., 452 Fifth Avenue 


OHIO 
Cleveland: 
Fugazy Travel Bureau, inc., Hotel Cleveland 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia: 


Fugazy Travel Bureau, Inc., 1636 Walnut Street 
TEXAS 
Dallas: 


H-S Travel Service, 1715 Pacific Ave., Dallas 


CANADA 
Montreal, Quebec: 
Kelen Travel Service, 1467 Mansfield 
Toronto, Ontario: 
Four Seasons Travel, 109 Bloor W. 


LL / 
Trade Winds Tours Int'l Travel Service 


Hilo: 
Hilo Hotel Building 
Honolulu: 

307 Lewers; 930 Fort 

Outrigger Arcade, 2333 Kalakaua Ave. 

Lobby Reef Hotel; Lobby Edgewater Hotel 

Lobby Breakers Hotel; Lobby Waikiki Surf Hotel 


CHARGE 
2, TRAVEL 


anywhere in the world with your 


SINGLE-BILL 
CREDIT CARD 


Travel. anywhere in the world with your 

Diners’ Club single-bill credit card. Charge 

all expenses — transportation, hotel and 

motel accommodations, food and drink, en- 100 

tertainment. Diners’ Club offices will serve pre Bann STREET 92.53 
as your mail and message center, make ERE, U.S.A, ol. 
reservations, help you with travel plans. ae 


OS® eteaee 


to 
-— 


Only The Diners’ Club can proudly say: 
over 850,000 business and traveling people use its services 
each month, and more than a thousand new members are added daily. 


Monthly single-billing and ONE CHECK for all charges. * World-wide immediate credit 
coverage with over 19,000 selected quality restaurants, night clubs and many other 
establishments and services. * SINGLE-BILLING privileges in the Sheraton, Manger, 
Sharpe and other fine hotels and motels with approximately 1,000,COO rooms in the 
U. S. and 76 foreign countries. + ‘‘Charge-it’’ privileges for the giant Hertz-Rent-A-Car 
system, the world’s largest network of independent gasoline stations and repair shops, 
flower shops, packaged liquor stores, gift shops, overseas telegrams, temporary help, 
championship fights and other sports, film spectaculars and many more services. 
The Diners’ Club gift program offering gift certificates and quality certified mer- 
chandise saves the executive time and effort all year ‘round. 

THE DINERS CLUB GROUPS domestic establishments in one wallet-size credit card 
booklet and presents members with the world's most complete guide to international 
travel, The Diners’ Club Annual Directory. The Diners’ Club sends each member an 
entertaining, enlightening magazine of travel news, articles on food and reports of 
new services. 

SO MUCH FOR SO LITTLE — Annual membership fee is only $5.00. Additional cards 
issued to members of your firm or family are only $2.50 each. Your membership in 
the Diners’ Club provides you with records for bookkeeping and tax purposes... 
minimizes your need for carry cash or to buy prepaid travelers checks. 


THIS IS YOUR APPLICATION — MAIL TODAY 
THE DINERS’ CLUB, 900 N. LA CIENEGA, LOS ANGELES 46 


FOR OFFICE USE 





FULL NAME 


HOME ADDRESS 








| Phone Rent home_.__§+= =» Own home Years at present address 








COMPANY NAME Nature of business 





Address 





STREET City 


Phone Years with above firm _ Position 








Reg.Checking [_] 
Spec. Checking [_] 


CHARGE ACCOUNTS AT Savings C3 
Loan oa 


Have you held a Diners’ Club card previously? 


BANK NAME & ADDRESS 





DESIRED INDICATE COMPANY BANK 








COMPANY ACCOUNT ry If addition to existing account, show number 
Bill sent to office address 

PERSONAL ACCOUNT [__] $5 FEE: ENCLOSED[_) BILL ME[(] covers 12 months' membership from 
Bill sent to home address date card is issued (includes one year’s subscription to Diners’ Club Magazine at 60¢) 


10-LA8068MTA | | 


PERSONAL ACCOUNT = 
Bill sent to office address Card holder assumes individual responsibility with company applicant 











SIGNATURE OF INDIVIDUAL APPLICAN# 





AUTHORIZATION FOR COMPANY ACCOUNT a - 
TTL 


SIGNATURE OF EXECUTIVE 
SS A AAS SS A SS AA AA A A | 
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ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Prefect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac 


@ Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by year and make. 


@ Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 
WEbster 3-5911 


HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 36, Calif 
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From: [HE CRAZY PAINTERS 


WORLD'S FOREMOST 
PINSTRIPERS 


The ideal gag gift for 
your boss, friend or 
sweetheart. A distinctive 
ly styled and hand paint 
ed sweater. His or her 
nickname and your idea 
incorporated in the bril 
liantly colored finished 
product. $5.50. Add 4% 
tax in Calif 









Je 
THE BARON & ROTH 


9001 Atlantic, MT-3, South Gate, Calif 





CANY 


fi PROJECTED 


om NOSE 
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401 East Washington Bivd., Los Angeles 15, Calif. J 
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CLASSICOMM ENTS 


by Robert J. Gottlieb Classic Car Editor 


- QUESTION OFTEN ARISES as to whether 
to install naugahyde or leather in restoring 
a classic. There are those who claim that 
naugahyde will outlast leather, and it is con 
ceded that naugahyde is much cheaper. 

Depending on the upholstery concern, a 
phaeton or four-door convertible costs from 
$400 to $800 for a complete leather interior. 
The same job in naugahyde would run from 
$250 to $500 

Despite the claims of manufacturers that 
naugahyde which is an exact duplicate of 
leather is now being produced, naugahyde 
always looks like what it is—plastic. Bolts 
and swatches look pretty good to the eye, but 
when a large expanse of material is laid on 
a seat or door panel you can tell by examina- 
tion that it is plastic and not genuine. This 
seriously affects the value of a classic and 
we have yet to see any car re-covered in 
plastic as a Concours winner 


ARE YOU TROUBLED with one or two stuck 
valves? This is a common bugaboo among 
classic car owners for the simple reason that 
the cars are generally not driven often enough 
to keep the valves free. We have previously 
remédies such as grinding the 
valves, reaming valve guides, use of valve 
lubricants, and advantages as well as dis- 
advantages of upper cylinder lubricators 
Often a permanent (and sometimes a tem- 
porary) repair can be made in the following 
manner: Remove the valve side covers and 
with the engine running, insert a screwdriver 


discussed 


between the tappet and valve stem. The added 
width of the screwdriver head will often be 
sufficient to start a valve in operation which 
has been stuck in a partially closed position 
If a valve is stuck in a wide-open position, 
remove the spark plug and completely fill the 
combustion chamber with penetrating oil. 
Then carefully try to work the valve down 
by means of a screwdriver inserted through 
the spark plug hole at an angle that will 
exert pressure on the valve head. Be very 
careful that you don’t damage the spark plug 
threads. If these remedies fail, you will have 


to do a complete valve job. 
AS LONG AS WE HAVE car maintenance in 
mind, consider the problem of one enthusiast 
in the Midwest. He thought the fan on his 
Packard wasn't running true so he took some 
pliers and attempted to straighten the blades 
To make a long story short, the whole kit 
ind kaboodle flew through the hood a few 
miles later 

Fans are balanced to a degree, even on 
classics, and bending a blade can affect that 
balance. You don’t add or take away any 
weight but you often weaken the structure 
by pushing it around, and unless a jig is 
used one blade may bite a greater proportion 
ot air than the others. This can lead to dis- 
astrous results. 


HERE’S A TIP for Packard owners. The shutters 
on late model Cadillacs are operated by a 
thermostatic unit which is directly inter- 
changeable with some units used during the 
classic era. For example, we bought a ther- 
mostat from a local Cadillac dealer and in- 


stalled it with no strain on a ’37 Super 8. 


BUGS CAN SPLATTER not only windshields 
but also paint and chrome. They can be quite 
a problem, especially if you don’t remove 
them immediately. The majority will dis 
appear after a wash but no amount of washing 
seems able to eliminate the gushiest ones 

Some enthusiasts use ordinary household 
cleansers. These can be very effective but 
abrasive ingredients are likely to leave 
scratches on a lacquered finish. We have seen 
enthusiasts use plain kerosene, corn starch 
and even baking soda with varying degrees 
of success. These substances work best with 
enamel paint where it is desired to avoid 
polishes and automobile finish cleaners. 

Most polishes and cleansers leave the 
cleaned area a slightly different color from an 
untouched area on an enamel finish. This is 
much more noticeable on enamel than lacquer 
The safest bet is auto polish and, if unsuc- 
cessful, automobile cleaner. Most important 
of all, don’t let the bugs remain on the auto- 
mobile for a long period of time. Some of 
them contain a lot of acid which will eat 
through paint or a well-chromed bumper. 


IN AN EARLIER ISSUE we had a paragraph on 
erratic transmissions that jumped out of 
gear under certain circumstances. An ap- 
parent cure seemed to be the replacement 
of the gear grease with engine oil. We didn’t 
understand why this worked. We have had 
a number of letters from readers who think 
the answer is as follows: Worn shafts and 
gear teeth cause improper meshing. Standard 
transmission grease, due to. its viscosity, 
forces gear teeth apart. When engine oil is 
installed the gears achieve a greater degree 
of that mechanical condition known as mesh 
ing and the transmission will not be as er- 
ratic in operation until further wear occurs 


? 


Could be 


THE RESPONSE to our thoughts on costumes 
in a recent issue has been fantastic. The 
majority oppose the requirement that cos- 
tumes be worn on club outings. Most of the 
letters merely say “amen” to the costume 
problem or commend us for our attitude. A 
small minority of exhibitionists are vehe- 
ment—in fact, almost violent on the subject 
Their choice of words could never be re- 
printed here. 

We know that it takes all kinds of people 
to fill this world of ours. We can even under- 
stand {after lengthy visits with a_psychia- 
trist) why a man will grow and maintain a 
handlebar mustache for the edification of 
spectators who watch him drive a classic 
We can't understand the jokers who purchase 
plastic mustaches in a novelty shop for use 
whenever a classic is driven. This latter sit 
uation has reached a point of absurdity. The 
plastic-mustached boys soon found that wind 
currents would blow their mustaches off at 
speeds exceeding 20 miles per hour. They 
sought and found a solution. They . went 
back to the novelty shops and purchased 
Halloween units consisting of phoney eye- 
glasses, phoney noses, and a phoney mus- 
tache. The wind won't blow their disguises 
off, so they feel they are right in style when- 
ever they drive their cars. Wonder what 
they'll think up next ? 
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Sleek — Wide — Massive — Impressive 
Chrome Tubular Custom Grilles 


For CHEVROLET, FORD and PLYMOUTH 


Fabricated of %@* chrome plated 20-gouge 
steel tubing Mounting brockets must be drilled 
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small), Pont tron regulor size cors. | frome or oxie—requires only © froction of lift my ay Wie aggre; HOKE STOVE | 
tergent Fits all heod sw. 
sh No. qatemiaing job is complete without this te. 33 foch PORTPAD $3.00 / 
kit. Completely eliminates door hondies, doors REPLACEMENT KIT 
ore Sectrcotty opened by the mere touch of AN ECONOMICAL, PERMANENT | 
er ond omer os . al Sa Sandee “win ol nec =~ CURE FOR CHOKE TUBE PROB- | 
r Gouge Gouge ports including buttons for inside ond outside | 
cory 795 No. 363 Reo $1195 PIN STRIPING Easily installed, | 
ifs Nee) tote '950 We. $04 Love 1208 See Sneed ant Satie Gate Cater Seonpisie teatructione. included sn mn eoch hit. manifold heat tubes \j 
Me. 562 Extro 1050 Me. 565 Extro 13.95 Choice of White, Geld, Sioch or hee Ne. 802— y i} 
For Small Foreign Cars, Sports Cars sx" $12.25 | ievetr "$12.25 
Size 168x54"x54" Also fits Corvette ond bocce 24 mg yy A 
Fa , santa oe. bars TRUNK TOOL HOLDER e Tube tite diroctty 
> i wd \ 
es ete LOWERING KIT o- i 
he Me. 380——Entro’ Heavy Mates the cr «= FOR 1958 FITS ALL TIRES! . Limite conetont, costly Gaiaseaase of i} 
FOR ALL CARS low Stet CHEYROLET | ive or trunk’: Simole © Eliminates sticking choke caused by burned- 1 
Os HNCLUDING 1959 Srnec ns to install C ARK Setten, Montiel 
Factory Duplicate—Custom Fit pg storng Oe ae ‘ mete eacy etary Sy one ucla, then state 
‘he FENDER WELL SKIRTS Ekmunates trunk rattle For oll cors. Peps up all ignition 
e ot durable leotherette, sewed with nylon systems—r sin ester stort 
> threo ‘smoother better 
¢ Reody _Stiginal, design striging, essity . Ne. 721—foch—POSTPAID 98 = mileage Ay ry a 
A ge OS pC g Ey ee Pg ES 
stoce. Will not chip o lew 
Ker contain fifteen decals in nine iterent | Lompere iir'wsth 4 soenclly Gengned, Brock: CRUISING ey 8 ! 
up to 6 5 y form ft . 
ne Will urge on entire or; tenders. trunk id ey Fy a FY THROTTLE pt ~ 
hood shirts ond otter pe por Specs ity color wher, | Easy fo install—no alterations to frame neces- Resto $1 98 | 
, order a ~“ | 
ct Ne. 236-—POSTPAID. Per Kit $1.00 | Me’s2_ x. $5.35) apes > Fem ee Soh i 
Disenge 
re- Roller & Ball Bearing HI-SPEED ELECTRIC SIREN Automatically AUTOMATIC TRUNK L LIGHT 
GREASE PACKING ,,..4. 0 ‘ 
l Mf 56-58 Ford- hy 
ste vivs Ape = o> FLUSH — [ery " a grease ; Easel incoin-Mercury 
vy tml ~ legen — Be ‘No. 753 —Eoch roswao $2.95 i 
et- Se sure te specity Car, veer Medel 1195 Sa - - = || 
Ne 1 I 
. ~ } 
wt i i v7 on omrac and 6 Cyl Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge. i 
. STOP Battery Corrosion With ‘ = tech, Se vesteawe $13.24 1 5° o re 3 yt Desor wane! cor—all_ necessary wire nuded. Com- r | 
Me. —1!2 Volt fete! losed ut 4 i 
euctoces thoroughly ln I Foc, if vostrawn $16.49 — "$4.95 Re. 141—-POSTPAID. Loch $1.59 | a 





la STOP-CORRODE 


trom dirt end grit 
of , -——USE THIS HANDY ORDER FORM — MAIL TODAY!— 
oo! tor efficient & complete tubricot 
oases of roller & boll beor» 
AC « Easy fo use with HAND or AIR GREASE GUNS 
@ Poys for itself pag on just @ couple 
ea Mesa Mion tenn $2.50 JCWHITNEY¢co a 


7 
Stops hermtu! ye (NOTE: WE | way (POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAIO when pov 




















You pay shipping charges items NEW 324-PAGE CATALOG 




























































ise 
IMPALA FLAG EMBLEM i POSTPAID. 1 COO eihons St teat! 25% Gopoat, 
it _ 1917 (033) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, II xscs.cSP728'5, "C05" och "enclose , scenes (a | 
ne | 
he oa Te! ay ede 4 
na ¢ 
at A new, beoutiful ond modern emblem, con Address pa 
sisting of ~— crossed flags ond impole in 
e th ng tion Detaled m brilliant colors CO Consieg, os oom Free with y 
- ‘ond trimmed in gleaming chrome. Checkered k here if you wont 
* flag is white ond block, other flog is o bright City. —— re ee ee 
nt Magic Rust ~ | ted Size 4¥p'02". Easy to mount—sell- od- 
heri no holes to drill 
Eraser Ne. 641—POSTPAID. Ech only 1.00 
STATE—My cor is o_— Yeor Model, No. of Cyl. — 
Chrome Cleener— 
BURGLAR NOTE! Please be sure to give all information such es color, size, body style, make, year & model. 
1S- Steck Me. Price 
eS * Quick ond easy to use + Cleans Write Side trio nee Bia 
alts rosan $1], ——— order ona 
a Né. 620 —foch $1.00) ... $2.95 Money Beck 
Geerontee of 
lat 








1917 Archer Ave., 
Co. Tey an || 


JCWHITNEY¢co. 
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IN THE 
MARCH HOT ROD: 
e TESTING THE ‘59 BUICK 
e MORE GO-THROUGH SIMPLE 
IGNITION MODIFICATION! 
e HOW-TO-DO-IT: 
A CHRYSLER FOR YOUR 
MERCURY 
e SHOW ROD-—$3000 LAVISHED 
ON 30-YEAR-OLD FORD 
e ROAD ROD: 
OLDS-POWERED ‘T’ 
Buy it at your Newsstand TODAY! 


sg 





Read Prod 
Use Test 
Dec. ‘58 MT 
MOTOR TREND 
Pat. Pend APPROVED 
The Marvelous New Coil-Rite restores better 
than new spring action, returns car to proper 
height and level 
PREVENTS Sagging—Bottoming—Misalignment. 
INCREASES Tire life ease—Riding 
Roadability, and corrects other char 
caused by sagging coil springs 
Now available for 
rear coils 
10 minute 
installation 
Front coils—set of 10.$6.00 
Rear coils—set of 6 $6.00 
Add 4% sales tax in Calif 


See Your Dealer or Order 
Direct from 


WRIGHT-HALL PROD. INC. 


2190 COLORADO AVE. 
SANTA MONICA, CALIF. 


Steering 
comfort 
scteristics 


Simple (do-it- 


yourself) 


ADDRESS 


CITY ZONE . STATE 





Coming in the APRIL 


MOTOR 
TREND 


MT ANNUAL AWARD: 
“CAR OF THE YEAR” 
Which will it be? 

COMPARISON TEST .. . 
PORSCHE VS. CORVETTE 
“POWER PERFORMANCE” 
Be sure to read the first in- 
stallment of this great new 


issHe of 


series on increasing your car’s 
effectiveness! 


ON SALE 
MARCH 19! 
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SELL 'N’' SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limut of 25 words (not 
including name and address Ist come, 1st served 
we reserve the night to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we wll resect any misleading statements. This service 

open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
uccepted if payment is not made in advance, and 
mach communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell 'N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car 4s unusual and you have a photo of i 
snttable for publication, you may submit it with 
If we decide to print it there's no cost to 

e cut, but we'll have to decide which pho 


Sorry, no photos can be returned—Editor 


9 CHANDLER Seraight 8 sed. in exc. orig. cond. 
Top running order, 6500 mi. Pix available. H. Wil 
son, Box 34, Olmsted Falls, Ohio. Phone ADams 
5- 3103 
16 CADILLAC V8 7-pass. 
red like new; side curtains. 
son, Box 434, Olmsted Falls 
5103 
56 AUBURN Speedster 
$4350. Also 2 Cord 
panel. $50 ea. C. H 
Auburn, Ind 
CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CAR Sales Catalogs 
ard, Chrysler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, Buick 
Orphan & Foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also 
MoToR (N.Y Annual Numbers. Details for large 
stamped, addressed envelope. A Twohy, 400 N 
<enmore, Los Angeles 
RESTORERS’ GUIDE, antique & classic car service 
supply directory, lists suppliers of cars, parts, tires 
books, services: clubs, museums, publications. 1958 
59 edition $2 postpaid. R. Brigham, Frankton, Ind 
SIDEMOUNT TIRE MIRRORS. Brand-new, fully 
adjustable to fit all sizes of tires & wheels. Chrome 
plated over brass & nickel. Complete with necessary 
locks & keys. $35 pr., postpaid & insured. A. Ward 
Shanen, 2444 S. Orkney St., Philadelphia 48, Pa 
il CADILLAC 62 4-dr. sed. R & h, ww’'s. Me- 
chanically perf.; 60,000 orig. mi. Rides & drives 
like a new Cadillac. $495. A. Ward Shanen, 2444 
S. Orkney Sc., Philadelphia 48, Pa 
JAGUAR SS-100, perf. in every detail 
Farina (1950 tenders if desired. 


touring. Excellently re 
Pix available. H. Wil 
Ohio. Phone ADams 


with all access. Like new 
dashes with instruments & 
Grosscup, 1121 Van Buren, 


Pack 


Fenders by 
3000 mi 


or orig 


since complete renovation by factory in ‘50. $2500 
J. K. Stillwell, 2831 W. 91st St., Minneapolis 20 
Minn 

27 BUGATTI Type 40 4-pass. 
1497cc engine; no castings, single 
unsupercharged. Perf. mechanically. 
uph. is weathered. $1500. J. K. Stillwell, 
91st St., Minneapolis 20, Minn. 
FORD “T’’ PARTS—widest range available at rea 
sonable prices. Send for large free listing of new T 
parts. Also “‘A’’ mechanical parts listing available 
E. Hemmings, Quincy, Ill. 

38 LA SALLE Fleetwood conv. rdstr. One-of-a-kind, 
restored to absolutely mint, showroom cond. 245-hp 
alum. racing engine. Dark red, white leather interior 
$1250. Set of color pix & specs $1. Sheldon J 
Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bayside, L. L, N. Y 
MOTOR (N.Y.) Annual Show Numbers & month 
lies, 1925 thru Orig ae. brochures, folders 
magazine ads, etc of ALL U.S. & European classics. 
New complete listing 35¢. Sineldon J. Lewis, 61-33 
213th Se., Bayside, L. L, N. Y 
MOTOR & MOTORCYCLE BOOKS—handbooks 
shop manuals, maintenance, repair, tuning, 
rallies, antiques, classics, histories; catalog 2 
Vivian Gray, The Motorist’s Bookseller, Hurstpier 
point, Sussex, England. 
AUTOMOBILE PHOTOS—of the world’s finest cars 
& coachwork, American & Continental, of the clas- 
sical era. Not snapshots. Listings 25¢. G. A. Moffitt, 
306 W. 94th St.. New York 25. 
REDI-W ARM AUTOMATIC engine starters. Fits 
all cars with 6-volte systems. Complete kits with all 
fittings & instructions. Brand-new, in orig. boxes. 
$25, postpaid & insured. A. Ward Shanen, 2444 
s Orkney St., Philadelphia 48, Pa. 
AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE—old, new & foreign; 
glossy photos, shop manuals, dealer books; free 
motor magazines. Write today; get on free mailing 
list. Non-profit organization. Auto Maniacs of Amer 
ica, Inc., Stockbridge, Mich. 

‘34 LINCOLN KA V-12 4-dr. sed. with sidemounts 
Complete & in good cond. but needs paint. Manual 
included. $900. Pix 25¢. P. S. Corson, Re. 3 
Smyrna, Ga 


boat-tail rdstr. 4-cyl. 
overhead cam; 

Needs paint: 
2831 W 


432 PACKARD 900 conv.. cpe., with rumbleseac. 
Fully restored; 6 wire wheels, sidemounts, trunk 
rack Be autiful & runs perfectly. Frank L. Lombardi, 
M.D., 25 E. Clinton Ave., Bergenfield, N. J 

50 MERCEDES-BENZ 170-S_ conv. Completely 
o'hauled ( proof on demand); new tires, paint ( top, 


engine in 57). Leather interior, automatic greasing, 
independent rear suspension, r & h. Best offer over 
$1500. Robert McNeil, Mill St., Dover Plains, N. Y 
17 LA FRANCE 4-cyl. fully equipped & restored 
Great parade car, in museum. Vintage car club mem 
ber will sell prized possession for $1200 or nearest 
offer. O. William Wisell, 12001 Biscayne Blvd 
Miami 38, Fla. 

10 FORD Deluxe 85 cpe. Orig. black paint, new 
ww's. A-| cond.; no rust, chrome like new. $500 
Dan Petrecca 1201 Calhoun St., Trenton, N J 
Phone EXport 6-5498 

41 OLDSMOBILE 6 Patrician sed 
natural varnished wooden-spoked 
blue lacquer; exc. chrome. Perf 


Twin sidemounts, 
wheels. Beautiful 
thruout; showroom 


cond. Drive anywhere. $500. James A. Coleman 
2016 Chautauqua Parkway, Des Moines 14, lowa 
15 MODEL T touring in very good cond. Asking 
$950. Mathew McPherson, Box 207, Neillsville 
Wis 
i8 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. cpe., with 
modified ‘51 Lincoln engine, practically new Double 
Eagle ww’'s. Exc. cond. thruout. $3000. R. S. Nixon, 
720 Majestic Bldg., San Antonio 5, Tex 
WHITE HARDTOP for ‘55 or 56 Thunderbird, 
without windows. Mint cond. George Allen, 333 
Old Tarrytown Rd., White Plains, N. Y. 
‘28 FORD spts. cpe., with rumbleseat. Canvas top 
landau bars. Exc. cond, $395. M. H. Donahoe, Jr 
2369 East Ave., Rochester 10, N. Y. 
i8 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL cpe. ‘56 Buick 
Century conversion, o.d., 2-speed rear end. New 
chrome, paint, carpets & tires. R_& h, hydraulic 
windows. Excellent. $3500. K. * Graepel, 143 Ease 
Ave., Valley Scream, L. L., 
36-37 CORD 810-812 ve M, bulletins 
pages, incl. complete parts list. $15. N. 
10824 W. Estates Dr., Cupertino, Calif. 
28 CHEVROLET pickup truck in exc. cond. Sand 
blasted & ready to paint. Runs perfectly. $4100 
Robin Oxie, R.R. #3, Jericho Rd., Aurora, Iil 
57 CONTINENTAL Mark II. 33,000 mi. All pow 
er, incl. air-conditioning. $6500 firm; no_ trades 
WwW Tener, 312-13 Standard Office Bldg., De 
Ill 


CHRYSLER rdstr. 
$2500 spent on restoration. 


Over 200 
Doyle 


Concours winner—2 yrs. & 
Everything new but orig 


Hydraulic brakes, many access. Must sell immediately; 
highest offer. Ronald Pickering, 31 St. Denis Str., 
St. Sauveur des Monts, c/o Terrebonne, Quebec 
Canada. 

31 BUICK 4-dr. spt. sed. Orig. black finish, wire 
wheels, 7 tires. Good cond. thruout; drive anywhere 
First $300 takes. E. S. Bradley, 3410 Mogadore Rd., 
Mogadore, Ohic 

39 PACKARD 12 landau—body by Brunn. Rear 
top converts. Mint thruout; new paint & chrome 
Engine perf.; 21,000 total mi. $1900. H. P. Davock 
2716 Barcelona Dr., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

‘35 AUBURN supercharged Speedster. eee 
rebuilt by Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Co. "57. Per 
simmon color, black top & curtains. Orie. "iene 
cond. $3800. Carl W. Mueller, 4306 W. 8th St., 
Cincinnati 5, Ohio. 

TWO ‘37 CADILLAC floorshife transmissions. Sell 
for parts, or will fix them if anyone has any extra 
parts. All letters answered. Don Raleigh, 15 W 
Walnut St.. Metuchen, N. J 





bleseat. 
trunk 
nbardi, 


pletely 
t (top 





Pasing, 


r over 
N. Y 
stored 
mem 
1earest 
lv 


, new 
$500 


N. J 


punts, 
utiful 
room 



































LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. with stock SELL OR SWAP 
V-'2 engine. 90% restored—new paint, uph., top. } 
Good mech. _ shape; o.d., radio. $1495. James W. 37 PACKARD 4-dr. conv. sed. 85% restored—new SOM-RAY pra ALUMINUM WHEEL DISCS HEAVY GAUGE i 
Lemke, 8633 La Tuna Canyon Rd., Sun Valley, engine, chrome, tires, etc. Needs uph. & top. Sell F . | 
Calif. Phone STate 6-4210, Exe. 1085. he oO td ; FOR 
PACKARD Sener & S-past. coe. Vers peed odin outright or swap on Lincoln Continental. R. H. 
: j 8 5-pass. i Z q ~< 909 W RR, Teta A Wat ales " .# j 
s, uph. & chrome. Factory r & h. 2nd owner; foues, _ ay Se. eee 20, DRAGGIN’ 3 j 
Be "632 7m py hn ge a oe en. oe 49 ALLARD, Chrysler 300, Jahn’s pistons, roller OR THE } 
Box O54, 9 la, Valit. cam, ported & polished, racing Cunningham mani- STREET 
ey 3 Bg BB yg Ey od usb. fold, Mallory ignition, completely balanced, Caddy ie Ag Bt | 
Ic Ww Pi rs. \ cely a c ically. box, disc brakes, racing tires. 500 mi. on engine. 
Will deliver up co 200 mi. $400. Ward Munkres, $750 or trade ‘50 Jaguar. Phil King, 1611 N.W. | NEW LOW PRICE . . . HONEST No. 49... $2.95 EACH 
Rexford, Kan 7th Cr., Miami 36, Fla. We Pay Postage 






BRAND-NEW °57 CADILLAC chassis. Will be sold “3? BUCK Sed. Sidemounts; loaded with extras. Ab- 
highest bidder. For detailed info & bid forms, solutely no rust. 2 careful owners since new. Exc. NEW 1959 CATALOG 
































write to Mechanical Engineering Dept., Oregon State oil pressure, but due for Ist ring & valve job. $395, 

Ci a ae. h dills . ; or (Canadians only) trade-in accepted. H. Robins, _ =] 1 
| M J with Cadillac %4-race engine. 932 Kitchener St., Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada. | j 
Black body & top; fair cond. Provide own delivery. —*3], CHEVROLET ENGINE & ‘transmission. Wili | | i 
a ee 1003 Oakcrest, Casper, Wyo. sell complete or parts or trade for Model A parts. | oe i 

hone <- : . Harry J. Bowers, 531 Albertson St., Covina, Calif. | a: 

PONTIAC conv. sed. Equipped—easily restored. 55 CHRYSLER 300, with Lyeth differential, auto- | ONES) HARLEy 

Drive a. ‘Pix on request. Howard A. York, matic transmission, power steering. Cream, with nat- 
Box 681, aterville. N. Y. ural leather. Like new: under 18,000 mi. $1750, or re | / 
30 WILLYS-KNIGHT in good cond. A special swap for late wagon. Might deliver. Teller, P.O. Box CHAT TANOOGA Tennessee | 

nterest car—unusual sleeve-valve engine. $350 559, Champaign, Il. ALL TAYLOR. —i—75—33 | 
a - Daa 1700 Jefferson Ave., Point 28 ERSKINE rdstr. with rumbleseat. Very sharp— nv fee \ChDER ou Astanam Jock Gooey 1]| 

easant, & new paint & uph. Drive it anyplace. $500 or trade Se 





2 WHITE couring. All but alum. body restored: 
runs perfectly. 5 new Firestone tires & tubes. Orig. 
8-vole starter; 12-vole electrical system. $1950 
Richard D. Kolb, 12 Mavern Ave., Hamilton, Ohio. 
30 FORD rdstr. Chassis rebuilt, body prime-coated 
but needs finishing up. Yours for $450 (half my 
st). M. Steinway, 45-02 Ditmars Ave., Long 
Island City 5, N. Y. Phone RA 1-2606. 

26 PATRIOT TRUCK. Rare—probably only one 
n existence. 4-cyl. alum. block. Good shape. M. 
Herring, P. O. Box 6508, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
33 PACKARD Super 8 4-dr. sed. Orig. paint, 
wire wheels, ride control, automatic lubrication. 
Family car for last 6 yrs. $1000 or make offer. Mrs. 
Allan Hs ~y _ E. 38th St., Des Moines 17 
lowa. Phone AMherst 2-8663. sed p > or Jeep. Bob Meneely. Box 413, 
34 FORD phaeton. Black, with ww’'s. Top, paint & i wee sa a ee 8 

hrome like new. Engine & transmission o'hauled 


approx. 2000 mi. ago; electric fuel pump. Perf. run- 


ning cond. Best offer over $1250. Pix available WANTED SEND 25¢ FOR NEW 1959 SURPRISE MONEY SAVER 
Alan Hickok, 850 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y CATALOG ~ BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER. EACH , 


38 MERCEDES-BENZ 540-K 2-pass. conv. New ROLLS-ROYCE 4-dr. sed. Must be in exc. cond. Will CATALOG CONTAINS $1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE. 






TRING S10 WARK A 
SUPRISE S272 CATALOG ! 
$9 2° FREE Cozi.x 


OuR I/thYEAR— OuR Seta* CATALOG 
re} ALL USA. & Possessions 


WwW 
SHIP 
To 





















CANACA AND 37 OTrweR 
FOREIGN a 
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| 
paint, chrome, leather, carpets, top. 100% engine pay for pix & literature. Please include price. L. NEXT ISSUE SENT FREE. 
o'haul. New wiring, rings, clutch & batteries. Gen Tigerman, 7777 N. Pheasant Lane, Milwaukee 17, 
erator, starter, carburetor checked & cleaned. 10 Vis. é HONEST CHARLEY SPEED 
tires. $5000 or best offer. R. H. Haynes, 2906 E. PARTS FOR ‘41 MERCURY conv. Orig., new or | 
Jefferson, Detroit 7, Mich. nearly new floorboard, rear stone deflector, front | Box MT 1904 
47 ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom III 5-pass. limousine body panels, etc. Will pay all costs. E. F. Detwiler, SHOP INC. po ae t } 
body by Inskip. Immac., choice, extremely quiet 1950 Graham Blvd., Montreal 16, Que., Canada. | of % Sita ; 




















CLASSIC AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS — Cadillac, | | 


Learn CARBURETOR and IGNITION 


Pierce-Arrow, Rolls-Royce, Marmon, others. Paying 
Start Training at Home for This 


$5-$20 & over for such material in mint cond. Shel- 

don J. Lewis, 61-33 214th St., Bayside, L. 1, N. Y 
Clean, High-Class Type of Position 
Get in line for a raise—or for more 


CADILLAC conv. sed.—'35 thru "40. Send photo & 

telephone No. to John Lenoch, 453 Miller Ave., 
profits in your own shop. Learn test- 
ing and adjusting with latest-type 


Brooklyn N. Y 
AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE—vwill pay highest 

scientific motor tune-up equipment. j) 
This enables you to locate the trou- | 


average price in world for all makes—1900-'4 
catalogs, manuals, truck advertising; emblems. High 

ble exactly, and fix it fast—handling 
and getting paid for more jobs per 













































est dollar for big-car catalogs. Lewis A. Mayer, 
Munith, Mich 
32 CHEVROLET rdstr. (no converts). Cond. no 


object. Bob Le Gate, 1435 34th Ave., Seattle 22, 


















Wash. 
000 actual mi. Orig. tools, manual, spares. $3500 MANUALS (shop or owner's), books, motometers, day. “a ae ee a 
no wades. L. A. Rear, 752 N. Wilson, Pasadena radiator nameplates, old campaign buttons, lapel pins rose A gp ae confidence of your a] 
Calif anything that has to do with old cars). Highest customers. | 
HORCH) AUTO-UNION red conv. A true classic prices paid. Stanley Edelstein, Pres., Antique & | 
ra " ; ‘ | 
wned by Hitler's staff officers. Engine in very good Classic Car Club, 3619 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn 10, Send for FREE SASS tassae 
j 3 | 1 , Carburetor and Ignition Specializa- 
nd.: body exc., new hood. Car up to Auto-Union N ce a tion offers very superior opportuni- 
ndards—you can have your own survey made by 19 CHRYSLER Windsor or Royal clb. cpe. - ties for better pay and bigger profits 
AAA in England. $1500 f.o.b. Southampton, Eng immac. orig. cond. Will consider any area of U because relatively few mechanics know 
and. Edmond H. P. Filliette, 26 Gloucester Rd Send description & price—pix if convenient. J. re anything about this time-saving, 
( pol Surrey, England Legory, 222: W. Prospect Ave., State College, Pa. | money-making new test equipment 






1 Jasct. Fuel 1 i ai. 
Now our spare-time home-study 
method teaches you the principles 
and shortens your shop training. Ambitious men (age j 
18-55): Send for full FACTS AND FREE SAMPLE LES- i t 
SON at once. Write today to j 


UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE } 
2525 Sheffield Ave., OAN-13,Chicago 14 | 



































Look jerst at AERO-CRAFT 
America’s FIRST Production Aluminum Boats 
Gueoranteed for LIFE 


(Agoinst hull punctures 
in normal use in woter) 












31 models 
ranging from $149.00 





Write Dept. N-3 for fact-filled AERO-CRAFT story! 


AERO-CRAFT 


|_ 310, 784 vear 















ee Radiator Shop. Sasy to test, 
nd repair radiators Inland, 
vid” “y largest radiator equip. mfgr., 
strains you free. Small down payment 
gstarts you. ‘*Pays- for- itself’’ Purchase 
$Pian. Profitable dept. tor garage or 
Sservice station. Write for facts: 













For the Volkswagen owner who wants station wagon space without buying a transporter, 
Beutler Brothers. Swiss coach’ulders offer a sedan conversion for $800 at the factory. 
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ADVERTISERS 
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A B Associates 
Almquist Engineering 
American Motors 
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B & J Leather 

Cars & Parts 

Chevrolet Motor Div 
Citroen Cars Corp 

The Crazy Painters 
Arnold Dain Corp 
Harley Davidson Motor Co 
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Dixson Products Co 
Dodge 
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Four Way Welder 
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Paser Mfg. Co 

Plasticon 
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Raybestos Div 

Revell, Inc. 

Seaport Traders. Inc 
Stewart Warner Corp. 
Traction Master 
Utilities Engineering Inst. 
Victoria Products 
Victress 

Warn Mfg 

J. C. Whitney 

Wildroot Co 

Wright Hall Co 

Wynn Oil Co. 
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| LITERALLY RIDING ON AIR, a 1959 Ford 


convertible has been perched on a 12-inch- 
diameter, 41-foot-high steel pole in Phoenix, 
Ariz. since last November 15. Inside, John 
Roller of Fayetteville, Ark. is attempting 
to break the world’s pole sitting record of 
243 days, 6 hours. His automobile home has 
a mattress, TV set, and radio transmitter. 
The stunt is sponsored by a local radio sta- 
tion and a promotion-minded car dealer. 


(High man on a tout-'em pole ?) 


“I warned you not to take this dotted road!” 





Edited by 
Erwin Rosen 





‘Sturdy little job. isn’t it?” 


4 


“Go ahead, go ahead! | dare you 
4 


to Say you were dead right!” 


FLAT 

OUT 

AND 
FOURTH © 
TO GO 


This 300 SL is wound out in third and in just a moment the driver 
will shift to fourth. Flat out speed in fourth will be of a very high order. Consider that the 300 SL fuel-injection 
engine displaces only three litres (182 cu. in.) and the amazing performance of this car becomes even more 
incredible. The flexibility of the engine is so remarkable that in high gear it will accelerate from 15 mph to top 
speed...smoothly. Actually the real paradox of the 300 SL is simply that it offers its exhilarating performance 


in the lap of luxury. Just sit in the car to see what we mean. Better yet, drive it. Ask your Mercedes-Benz dealer. 
Mercedes-Benz Sales, Inc. (a subsidiary of Studebaker-Packard Corporation) 








THEY SAID IT COULDN’T BE DONE—BUT EM DID IT! 





PY i 
They said it couldn't 
J be done... 
They said nobody 
could do it... 
jut — 











Dorit settle for one without the other! 


©1959 LIGGETT & MYERS TOBACCO COMPANY 


“THEY SAID you couldn’t have a cigarette with both low tar and 
more taste, too. But I‘M did it,” says TV’s Jack Lescoulie. 


LOW TAR: I¢M’s patented filtering process adds extra filter 
fibers electrostatically, crosswise to the stream of smoke... . 
makes I*M truly low in tar. 


MORE TASTE: I'M’s rich mixture of slow-burning tobaccos 
brings you more exciting flavor than any other cigarette! 


LIVE MODERN—CHANGE TO MODERN I'M 








